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PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION, 
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In the extensive plan which is carried on 
under the direction of the great Governor 
of the universe, an attentive observer will 
frequently perceive the most unexpected 
ends, accomplished by means the most 
improbable, and events branch out into 
effects, which were neither foreseen nor 
intended by the agents which produced 
them. A slight view of the consequen- 
ces which have .hitherto resulted from our 
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intercourse with the East-Indies, will suffi- 

* 

ciently evince the truth of this assertion. 

The thirst of conquest, and the desire 

. of gain, which first drew the attention of 

the most powerful and enlightened na- 

« 

tions of Europe toward the fruitful re- 
gions of Hindoostan, have been the means 
of opening sources of knowledge and in- 
formation to the learned and the curious, 
and have added to the stock of the literary 
world, treasures, which if not so substan- 
tial, are of a nature more permanent than 
those which have enriched the commei^ 
ciaL 

The many elegant translations from the 
different Oriental languages, with which 
the world has been favoured within these 
last few years, have not failed to attract 
merited attention ; and the curiosity awa- 
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kened by these productions, concerning the 
people with whom they originated, has been 
giBtified by the labours of men, who have 
enjoyed the first rank in literary fame. 

Still, however, the wif iters in every 
branch of Oriental literature have to con- 
tend with disadvantages, too numerous and 
too powerfiil to be easily overcome. The 
names of the herbes of Greece and Rome, 
are tendered familiar, at a period of life, 
when the mind receives every impression 
with facility, and tenaciously retains the 
impressions it receives. With the name 
of every hero, the idea of his character is 

associated, and the whole becomes after- 
wtird so connected in the mind, with the 

blissful period of life at which it was 

first received, that the recollected scenes 

of juvenile felicity may frequently, even 

in. the most accomplished minds, be found 






IV 

to give a zest to the charms of the ancient 
authors. To those, who have not had 
the advantages of an early classical educai 
tion, the same objections which render 
the translations from the Oriental writers 
tiresome, and uninteresting, will operate 
with equal force on the most beautiful 
passages of Homer, or Virgil; and the 
names of Glaucus and Sarpedon, of An- 
chises and Eneas, be found as hard to re* 
member, and as difficult to pronounce, a« 
those of Krishna and Arjoun. 

Of these advantages, resulting from 
early prepossessions, the Persian and Hin- 
doo writers are entirely destitute, and the 
difficulty of reconciling the sounds of the 
name;s of their heroes to an European ear, 
is so great, that it is not till after a greater 
degree of attention than the generality of 
readers will bestow, that any appropriate 



i4ea of l^em can be fixed in the mind. 
This appears to be at least one cause of 
that ignorance and indifference, with re- 
gard to the affairs of the East, which is 
frequently to be remarked in minds, that 
are in eyery other respect highly culti- 
vated, and accurately informed. For the 
sake of readers of this description, particu- 
larly those of my own sex, who may have 
been deterred, by reasons above hinted at, 
from seeking information from a more 
copious source, I think it necessary toward 
explaining many passages in the letters of 
the Rajah, which might otherwise be un- 
intelligible, to give a short and simple 
sketch of the history of the nation to 
which they belonged. Should my feeble 
effort lead to further enquiry; should it, 
in the mind of any person of taste, give 
birth to a laudable curiosity, upon a sub- 
ject where so much is to be learned, my 
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design will be still more fully answeced^ 
and my wbhes more completely fulfilled. 

That part of Asia known to Europeans 
by the name of Hindoostan, extends from 
the mountains of Thibet on the north, to 
the countries of the Deecan on the south. 
, It is separated from Persia and Uzbec Tar«^ 
tary by deserts on the west ; and on the 
east, is bounded by the king4oms of Tipra^ 
Assam, and Arracan ; comprehending with- 
in its limits a variety of provinces, many 
of which have been famous, from the 
earliest ages, for the salubrity of their 
climate, the richness of their productions^ 
and the fertility of their soil. Of this 
country, the Hindoos* are the Aborigines* 

* The* word Hind, from whence Hindoo, and Hin- ' 
doostan, or coantry of the Hindoos, is of Persian origin, 
computed by Colonel Dow to have been derived from 
Hind, a suppoied son of Ham, the son of Noah; and 
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OVef the ori^ of this< cekbratod peo}>le^ 
tone has cast the impenetrable mantle of 
oblivion. Their own annals trace it back 
to a period ao i^toiote, so. far beyond the 
date ef £uropeaa chronolqgy^ aa to be re« 
jected by £iiropeiEui pride. The magnifi^ 
cmt prboCs of atteient grandeur^ bt^wever^ 
wbieh are still to be found, and whkh 
have been joug^ for with the most sac^ 
cessful assiduity .by many of our country^ 
men in India, give the most irrefragable 
testanony of the antiquity of their empire, 
and seem to confirm the assertion of it$ 



by other OrieatalistSy to oire its origin to the river Indus. 
For the sake of such as take pleasure in tracing etymolo- 
gies, I insert a note written on the margin of the copy 
of Geatoo Lkws^ now in my possearion, by one whose 
knowledge of the Penian language has not been^xpdUed 
by any. He says, '* The word Hind is often used by 
^' the Persian Poets to signify Black, or dark-colouredt 

and it is prohabie that Hindoo may mean no more than 

a Nack man, as our n^ro from Nigtr/' 
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historians, '' that its duration is not to be 
'' paralleled by tiie history of any other 
'^ portion of the human race." To account 
for this extraordinary degree of perma* 
nency, we must direct our attention, not 
to the barriers formed by nature around 
their territories, .but to those internal 
causes, arising from the nature of their 
gtroemment, their kmSy religiat^, moral pre- 
judicesy and established manners. 

The ancient government, throughout 
Hindoostan, appears to have been a fede- 
rative union of the various states, each 
governed by its own Rajah, or Chief, but 
' subjected, in a sort of feudal vassalage, to 
the sovereignty of the supreme Emperor, 
who was head of the whole. 



The manner in which the Rajahs of the 
Hindoos exercised the rights of dominion 



over thcdr people, bears so little analogy 
to that practised by the petty sovereign^ 
of such European states as are placed in 
circumstances nearly similar, that it would 
be doing the greatest injustice to the ami^ 

able and benevc^ent character of the Hin- 

* 

doos, to bring them into comparison. There 
tiie right of sovereignty bore the mild as- 
pect of parental authority. The prince 
considered the people in the light of chil- 
dren, whom he was appointed by Heaven 
to protect and cherish ; and the affection 
of the subject for the prince, under whose 
auspices he enjoyed the blessings of free- 
dom, and tranquillity, was heightened by 
esteem for his virtues, into the most invio- 
lable attachment.* 



* The descriptions of the Poet, may sometimes bfe 
called in to justify, and illustrate, the assertions of the 
Historian. In this light, the following passage from th<& 
beautiAil drama of Sacontala, which was peripnned at 



The div]3ion of the Hindoos into four 

/ 

CoMtSj or tribes, to each of which a parti- 
cular station was allotted, and peculiar 
duties were assigned, might, doubtless, be 
another cause, which lent its aid toward 
the preservation of the general harmony. 
This division must have been made at a 
period too remote for investigation; and 



the court of an Indian Monarch, celebrated for his love 
of the arts, and the encooragement he gave to polite 
liteimture in the first centur}^ before Christ, may not be 
unacceptable. *' There sits the King of men, who has 
** felicity at command, yet shews equal respect to all : 
here no subject, even of the lowest class, is received 
with contempt/' " Thou seekest not thy ofwn plea- 
sure, no, it is for the people thou art harassed from 

•' day to day." " When thou wieldest the rod of jus- 

tice, thou bringest to order, all those who have devi- 
ated from the paths of virtue ; thou biddest contention 
cease ; thou wast formed for the preservation of thy 
people; thy kindred possess, indeed, considerably 
weakb ; but so boundless is thy afiectioD, that all thy 
injects are cansUkred by thee a$ thy kinm^*" 
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which seems to set coi]jectiire at defiance. 
It is by the Hindcx) writers wrapt in the 
veil of allegory ; they say, that Brahma^ 
the first person in their Triad of Deity^ 
having received the power from the Su- 
pceme for the creatioii of mankind, created 
the Hindoos in the following maimer : 

From his mouth he produced the Bra- 
min, and destined his rank to be the most 
eminent; allotting, for his business, the 
performance of the rites of reUgim^ and 
the instruction of mankind in the path of 
<hity. 

The next tribe he created was the Khet- 
trie, or war tribe, and this he produced 
from his arms, hia duty being to defend the 
people, to govern, and to command ; of this 
tribe were the ancient Bajahs. 
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He next produced the Bice, or Banyao, 
£roin his thighs and belly, assigning him 
the occupations of agriculture^ and com-^ 
merce. And lastly. 

He created from his feet the tribe of 
Sooder, and to him allotted the duties of 
subjection, labour, and obedience. 

The respective, and peculiar virtues of 
these different Casts, are admirably de- 
scribed in the following passage of the 
Bhagvat Geeta, an episode, from their 
great epic poem, translated, into English 
by Mr Wilkins. 

'^ The natural duty of the Bramin is 
" peace, self-restraint, pttience, rectitude, 
" wisdom, and learning. The natural du- 
ties of the Khettrie, are bravery, glory, 
not to flee from the field; rectitude, 
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** generosity, and princely conduct. The 
'^^ natural duties of the Bice are to culti- 
'* rate the land, to t«id the cattle, an4 to 
f' buy and sell. The natural duty of the 
" Sooder is servitude ; a man, by foUoNving 
" the duties appointed by his. biHh, cannot 
" do wrong. A man being contented mth 
'^ his awn particular situation ohtaineth per- 
''fectianr 

Though all Bramins are not priests; 
none but such as are of this Cast can per- 
fcMrm any offices of the priestly function. 
The members of every other Cast preserve 
for theirs the most respectful veneration, 
and a spirit of partiality toward them 
seems to breathe throughout their laws, as 
well as religious institutions. 

Those who take pleasure in pointing the 
shafts of sarcasm against the order of the 
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priesthood) (without considering, that in- 
vectives against any society of individuals, 
are only satires upon human nature), will 
readily assign to the Bramins themselves, 
the formation of laws which appear so 
favourable to their interests, and produce 
it as an additional proof of priestly cun- 
ning and ambition ; but a moment's reflec- 
tion on the duties, as well as privileges, of 
this Cast, will put an end to invidious ex- 
ultation. 

An abhorrence of the shedding of blood, 
is a principle which pervades the whole of 
the Hindoo religion ; but the Bramins ob- 
serve it in the strictest degree. They eat 
nothing that has life in it ; their food con** 
sisting entirely of fruit and vegetables, and 
their only luxury being^ the milk of the 
cow, an animal for whose species they have 
a particular veneration. Not only every 
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act of hoatility , but ^ven every method of 
dbfence, is to tliem s^trictly prohibited; 
9]bfamittiiig to violence with unresisting 
pttti^ce and humility^ they leave it to 
God, and their Rajahs, to avenge whatever 
injuries they may sustain. 

The sqMuation of the different Casts 
from each other, is absolute and irreversi« 
ble ; it forms tbe fundamental principle of 
theit laws, and the slightest breach of it 
never fails to incur universal reprobation. 

Thus, those sources of disquiet, which 
have held most of the empires of the earth 
in a state of perpetual agitation, were un-> 
known to the peaceful children of Brahma. 
The turbulence of ambition, the emulations 
of envy, and the murmurs of discontent, 
were equally unknown to a people, where 
each individual, foik>wing the occupation^ 
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and walking in the steps of his fathers^ 
considered it as his primary duty to keep 
in the situation that he firmly bebeved to 
have been marked out for him by the 
hand of Providence. 

In the spirit of the religion of the Hin- 
doos, a still more efficient cause of the du- 
rability of their state presents itself to our 
view. Original in its nature^ and absolute 
in its decrees, its precepts induce a total 
seclusion from the rest of mankind. Far, 
however, from disturbing those who are 
of a different faith, by endeavours to con- 
vert them^ it does, not even admit of pro- 
selytes to , its own. Though tenacious of 
their own doctrines, in a degree that is 
unexampled in the history of any other re- 
ligion, the most fervent zeal in the most 
pious Hindoos, leads them neither to hate^ 
jjor despise, nor pity such as are of a dif- 
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Herent belkf, nor doe9 it suffer them to 
CDosider others as less favoured by the 
Mm^ty than themselves. This spirit of 
tmbocinded toleration proceeded in a natu* 
iul course from the sublime and exalted 
notions of the Deity taught by the Bra- 
%mm&y and every where to be met with 
^ m their writtsgs, and which are only equal-^ 
led in that Gospel, '' which brought life 
" and immortality to lig^t." 

That Being whom they distinguish by 
the diti^nrent appellations of the Principle 
cf Truth, thi Sfirit of fVisdom, the Su- 
pr€m€j by w9K>m the universe was spread 
aoTOftd, whose perfectioiis ncme can grasp 
within the Ibnited circle of human ideas, 
views, they say, with equal complacency, 
all who are studious to perform his will 
throughout the immense family of creation. 
They deem it derogatory to the character 
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of this Being, to say that he prefers one 
religion to another ; ^' to suppose such pre* 
** ference being the height of impiety, sis 
** it would be supposing injustice toward 
•* those whom he left ignorant of hig will :" 
and they therefore conclude that every reli» 
gion is peculiarly adapted to the country 
and people where it is practised.* Tl» 
Bramins, who compiled the code of Oentoo 
laws, translated by Mr Halhed, explain 
their opinion upon this subject in very ex- 
plicit terms : " The truly intelligent (say 
^' they) well know that the differences and 
" varieties of created things are a ray of 
** his glorious essence, and that the con- 
*^ ttarieties of constitutions are types of 
" his wonderful attributes. He appointed 
*^ to each tribe its own faith, and to every 
" sect its own religion, and views, in each 

* See Crawford's l^etciies. 
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** particular place, the mode of worship re- 
spectively appointed it. Sometimes he 
is employed, with the attendants upon 
the Mosque, in counting the sacred 
•*' beads ; sometimes he is in the temple 
^ at the adoration of idols, the intimate 
," of the Mussulman, and the friend of 
** the Hindoo, the companion of the Chris- 
" tian, and the confidant of the Jew.'* 

A toleration founded upon such sys- 
tematic principles^ would necessarily ex- 
clude those argumentative disputations, 
those cruel and obstinate animosities, 
which, alas ! under a dispensation whose 
very essence is benevolence, have so often 
disturbed the peace of society. There the 
acrimonious censure, the keen retort, the 
vehement invective against those who 
•differed in opinion, was totally unknown, 
--Under the.'bgainers of their, rieligion, the 
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irascible passions were never ranged. " He, 
" my servant^'' says Krishna, speaking in 
the person of the Deity, '* He, my ser- 
" vant, is dear to me, who h free from en- 
*' vtity, merciful, and exempt from pride 
'^ and selfishness, and who is the same in 
*^ pain and in pleasure, patient of wrongs, 
^' contented, and whose mind is fixed on 
" me alone." 

A ftirther view of their religious system 
may be necessary, and will, perhaps, be 
sufficient to elucidate another character- 
istic feature of the Hindoos, which has 
forcibly struck all who have had an oppoir- 
tunity of observing thenu The patience 
evinced by this mild and gentle race under 
the severest suffering, and the indifierence 
with which they view the approach of 
death, which has been severally assigned 
to constitutional apathy, to their mode of 
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Hvidg, and to the delicate texture of their 
hodies> rnay perhaps be equally accounted 
for, from their firm and stedfast belief in a 
future sUte. Thi& belief, indeed, is dark* 
med hy many errors. They believe that 
the human soul must be purified by suffer- 
ing, and that it is not till after having un- 
dergone this expiatory discipline through 
a series of difierent bodies, that it becomes 
worthy of admission to eternal happiness. 
The evils indicted upon the seemingly in- 
oflfensive, is attributed by them as a pu- 
nishment for crimes committed in a pre- 
existent state. Revolting irom the idea 
of eternal punishment, as incompatible 
with the justice and goodness of their 
Creator, they believe that the souls of the 
wicked, after having been for a time con- 
fined in Narekha (the infernal regions) are 
sent back upon the stage of life, to ani- 
mate the bodies of the inferior creation, 
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till by various cHastisements and transmi- 
.grations in these probationary states, every 
vicious inclination is sufficiently corrected 
to admit of their reception into the regions 
of perfection and happiness. ^^ Animated 
'^ by the desire of obtaining that final 
" boon," says a late historian,* " and fired 
" by all the glorious promises of their re- 
** ligion, the patient Hindoo smiles amid 
*' unutterable misery, and exults in every 
** dire variety of voluntary torture." 

Notwithstanding the sublime notions of 
the Hindoo concerning deity; and, not-*" 
withstanding the strenuous assertions of 
the best informed Bramins, even at the 
present day, that their worship is only di«- 
rected to one divine essence, and that the 
many inferior deities, whose images fill 

"^ See Maurice's Antiquities, 
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their temples, are but so many emblems 
of lus diSex€Qt attributes, it must be con«* 
fessad, that the religion of the vulgar has^ 
degenerated into the grossest idolatry. Tfaii^ 
may be accounted for by the. jealous care 
with which the tribe of Brahma prevented 
the intrusion of the multitude into these 
avenue to science and to truth; of which • 
the^ were the peculiar giiardians.''^ Ign*^ 
ranee naturally leads to superstition, and 
the vulgar of all ranks, fixing their atten* 
tion on the external object that is present^ 
ed to them, lose sight of the more remote 
and spiritual allusion, atid soon transfer 
that veneration to the symbol, which was 
at first meant only to be excited for the 
thing signified. Nor is it in the religion 
of Hindbostan alone, that similar effects 
are produced by causes of a like nature.; 

* See iptroduG^oi^ to^th^ Qeutoo Laws, 
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To enter upon the disquiflitton of a sab* 
jecty 90 extensive and so intricate aa that 

* 

of Hindoo Mythology^ would be to van* 
der far from the purpose of the present 
introduction : such an idea of it, however, 
as may serve to elucidate some passages 
in the Letters of the Rajah^ which allude 
% to their divinities, may be deemed neither 
imnecessary. nor impertineut. 



The first thing that presents itself to 
our view is the Triad of Deity, Brimha, 
Veeshna, and Seeva, under which form is 
represented the three great attributes of 
the Almighty — power to create, goodness 
to preserve, and justice to punish. The 
long list of the inferior deities, which fol- 
low, exhibit such a striking similitude m 
their character and offices to the ancient 

♦ ■ 

gods of Greece and Rome, that it has led 
to a conjecture of their being actually the 
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sftine, and a» attempt has been made by a 
writer of equal taate and erudition, to 
prove their identity, and to trace their 
wanderings through the mazes of Grecian 
and Egyptian lore. Of the members of 
this nunier4>us Pantheon, it will be suflS-^ 
cient for our purpose to mention the few 
following. 

The first in rank is Ganesa, the God of 
Wisdom, who is thought to be the Janus 
of; the Raman Mythology ; Carticeya, the 
God of War, whose prowess is hot inferior 
to that of the Mars of Rome. Seraswat- 
tee, the Goddess of Letters, and protec- 
tress of Arts and Sciences, whose insignia, 
the Palmyra Leaf, and the Reed or Pen, 
(implements used in writing) are surely 
mbre appropriate to her character, than 
the Shield and Lance which graced the 
Minerva of the Greeks. Cama, or the 
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God of Love, is said, by Sir William Jonesy 
to be the twin brother of the Grecian 
Cupid, with richer and more lively appen* 
dages* And, indeed, if we form our no* 
lions of this fabulous divinity from the 
beautiful ode addressed to him, by an an* 
cient Hindoo bard, we must confess his 
superiority to be very evident.* And^ 
lastly, Surraya, or the God of Day, who, 
in his chariot, drawn by seven green 
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* See the beautiful hymn to Camdeo. by Sir William 
Jones. In his introduction to that charming poem. Sir 
William observes, that the ^' God to whom it is addressed 
appears the same with the Grecian 'Eroi and the Roman 
Cupido ; but the Indian description of his person and 
arms, his femily, attendants, and attribntesi has new and 
peculiar beauties. His bow of sugar cane or flowers^ 
with a string of bees, and his Jive arrows, each pointed 
with an Indian blossom of a heating quality, are alle^ 
Tories equally new and beautiful.'' 

In allusion to these peculiai* insignia of the Hindoci 
God, are the following appropriate and beautifol lines .r 
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hordes, bears so near a resemblance to 
Apollo, .that it is impossible not to recog* 
nise them as the same. 

* 

Thiese will serve to give the reader some 
idea of thd numerous divinities whose 
images are worshipped in the temples of 
the Hindoos^ and to whose honour festi- 



** God of the flow'ry shafts, and flow'ry bow, 

Delight of all above and all below ! 

Thy Jov'd compaoioo, constant from his birth. 

In heaven cl^'d Bessent, and gay Spring on earth. 

Weaves thy green robe and flaunting bow'rs. 

And from thy clouds driiws balmy show'rs. 

He with fi!esh arrows fills thy quiver, 

(Sweet the gift, and sweet the giver !) 
And bids the many-plumed warbling throng 
Burst the pent blossoms with their song. 

He bends the luscious cane, and twists the string 
With bees, how sweet ! but ah, how keen their sting ! 
He with five flowerets tips the ruthless darts. 
Which tlirough five jsenies pierce enraptiu'd faeartSi'' 
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vals are cdebratod, and vative offeringi 
of fruits and flowers are presented. 

The peculiar construction of the Hindoo 
government, and the precepts of Hindoo 
fatth, though admirably calculated for the 
preservation of their empire in happiness 
and tranquillity, were not so favourable to 
the cultivation of the rnind^ and to its ad- 
Vancement in the paths of useful know- 
• ledge. 

To expand the faculties of the human 
soul, the passions' must be called into 
action, nor can any of these be laid under 
such restraint, as dooms them to lie for 
^ ever dormant^ without injuring the powers 
of the mind. 

In the struggle of contending interests, 
though peace is sometimes lost, intellectual 



energy is roused ; imd while tJic strife of 
oiDulaticn, and the restiessoess of ambttioD^ 
disturb the quiet of society, they produce, 
JB their coUimon^ the ge&ius that adorns 
it. It . aeeofdifigly pronounced, by one 
vho must ' be . aiioired competent to the 
decision, that ^^ reason and taste are the 
grand preriogatives of European miiidsi 
while the Asiatics have soared to loftier 
heights in the sphere of imagination/'*' 
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But, notwithstanding all the disadvan- 
tages under which they laboured, the many 
monuments that, yet remain of their former 
splendour, the specimens of their litera- 
ture, and the productions of their manufac- 
tuoers, suffieieQtly evince their advance^ 
ment in the sciences which dignify life, 
35 well as in the arts that ornament it 

*'. See AskHie Researches, vol. i. 
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The Braminsy to whom the cultivation 
of science was exclusively committed^ 
seem to have made no contemptible use 
of their high privilege. In astronomy, 
they are allowed to have excelled ; many 
works of their ancient writers on meta- 
physics, and ethics, have already come to 

> 

our knowledge ; and, Purely, no lover of 
poetry can peruse the specimens of that 
divine art, which have ,been presentol.to 
the public in an English dress, without 
feeling a desire to be more intimately ac- 
quainted with the productions of the Hin* 
doo bardsi 

The degree of knowledge we already 
possess, concerning the antiquities of Hin- 
doostan, has not been attained without 
efforts of the most indefatigable assiduity* 
But what obstacles are sufficient to deter 
the spirit of literary curiosity ? When sup- 



^iHfted by philosophy, and guided by taste, 
it seldom faih to subdue every difficulty, 
und to see its persevering labours crowned 
with success ! 

How much this observation has been 
-verified/ in respect to the Asiatic Society^ 
is well known to all who have perused 
tlie volumes of their Researches. It is 
thus briefly described by Mr Maurice, in 
the Introduction to his Indian Antiquities. 
^' The huried tablet has been dug firom 
" the bovels of the earth ; the fallen, and 
" mouldering pillar has been reared; coins 
" and medals, struck in commemoration of 
" grand and important events, have been 
" recovered from the sepulchral darkness 
" of two thousand years ; and the obsolete 
" characters, engraved x>n their superficies, 
^* have, with immense toil, been decypher- 
" ed and explained." 



In the contemplation of these scknti* 
fie labours, the Governor-General, under 
whose auspices they were comaienced, 
will have the deserved meed of grateful 
acknowledgment from every candid and 
philosophic mind ; for althou^ he de- 
clined complying with the wishes of tkt 
members^ who were all scdtcttons to see 
him at ^e head of their Sodety, he was 
eminently instrumental in promoting its 
success ; and in this, as in every other in** 
atance, he stood forth the steady friend, 

the liberal patron, a3id zealous promoter, 

» 
of useful knowledge. 

How much the world has been indebted 
to the learned gentleman who was nomi- 
nated to the Presidentship of the Society, 
is too well known to require animadver- 
sion. Long and deeply will his loss be 
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deplored by every lover of literature, and 
inmd to virtue, 

A few of the original members of the 
Asiatic Society,* still continue to pursue 
the great object of their undertaking with 
imremttted ardour, and undiminished sue- 
joesB. Of tiie rest, some have returned to 
the bosom of their families, and native 
couiftry, iiot enriched by the plunder, and 



* The names of the original members of the Asiatic 
Sedetjnweie as fdtoTre : 

Sir Wmiam Jones, Knt. President ; Sir Robert Cham- 
bem, Knt ; David Anderson, Jaipe^ Anderson* Francis 
Balfour, George Hilaro Barlow, John Bristow, Ralph 
Broome, Reuben Barrow, Esqrs.; General John Camac; 
Wiffiam Chambers, Charles Chapman, Bumots Crisp, 
Cliaries Croftes, Jonathan Dunken, Esqrs. ; Major Wil- 
liam Davy ; Jonathan Duncan, Francis Fowke^ Francis 
Gladwin, Thomas Graham, Charles Hamflton, Thomas 
law, John David Paterson, Jonathan Scot, Henry Van- 
^ittart, and Charles Wilkins, Esqr^. 
VOL. I. C 
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splendid by the beggary and massacre of 
their fellow*creatures, as has been tq^r^- 
sented in the malevolent and illiberal ha- 
rangues of indiscriminating obloquy, but 
possessed of those virtues which ennoble 
human nature, and that cultivation of 
mind and talents, which dignify the ea- 
joyment of retir«nent. Others of that 
Society, equally honoured, and equally 
estimable, are, alas, no more ! The gene-* 
rous esteem^ the cordial friendship, the 
warm admiration which accompanied them 
through life, has not been extinguished in 
the silent grave ; it lives, and will long 
live, in the hearts of many, calling forth 
the tear of tender recollection, and of 
unextinguished, though, alas! unavailing 
sorrow. 

The reader of sensibility will, it is 
hoped, ][)ardon a digression, into which 






the writer has been Strayed, by i^lingp 

of which they know the power and inflii- 

ence, and from which she hastily returns, 

to ttmfali, that the happiness enjoyed by 

tbe Hindoos, under the mild and auspi- 

^ua government of their native princea> 

^d }»«served, without any material inter- 

niptioB, throi^h such a mighty period of 

j«vcdviqg time, as staggers the belief of 

the ever-fluctuating nations of Eia'opev 

was at length doomed to see its overthrow 

effected, by the restless fury of fanatip 

zeal.. 

The impostor of Mecca had ectabUshed* 
as oac of the principles of his doctrine 
the merit of extending it, cither by per- 
suasion, or the sword, to ail parts of the 
earth. How steadily this injunction was 
adhered to by his followers, and with what 
success it was pursued, is well known to 
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all who are in the least conyersaat in 
history. 

The same overwhelming torrent, which 
had inundated the greater part of Africa, 
hurst its way into the very heart of Eu- 
rope, and covered many kingdoms of. Asia 
with unbounded desolation; directed its 
baleful course to the flourishing provinces 
of Hindoostan. Here these fierce and 
hardy adventurers, whose only improve- 
ment had been in the science of destruc- 
tion, who added the fury of fanaticism to 
the ravages of war, found the great end 
of their conquests opposed, by obstacles, 
which neither the ardour of their perse- 
vering zeal, nor savage barbarity could 
surmount. Multitudes were sacrificed by 
the cruel hand of religious persecution, an4 
whole countries were deluged in blood, in 
the vain hope, that by the destruction of 



41 part, the reituunder might be persuaded, 
or terrified; into the profession of Mahom^ 
medanism ; but all these ^sanguinary efforts 
were ineffeictual ; and at length being fully 
•conyinced; that though they might extir- 
(pate$ they could never hope to convert, 
any number of the HindooSj . they relin- 
quished the impracticable idea with which 
they had entered upon their career of con- 
.quest, ;ai\d contented themselves with the 
acquir^ent of the:<}ivil dominion and al- 
mo§t uni veji^al empire of Hindoostan. 

■ . * . * ^ * 

In the provinces where' the Mussul- 
.man jurisdiction wa3 fully established, 
Mussulman :Courtd of justice were erected. 
The laws which the Hindoos had for num- 
berless ages been accustomed to revere, as 
of divine authority, Were set aside, arid all 
causes judged and decided by the standard 
of Mussulman jurisprudence ; an evil which 
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appeared to the unhappy Hindoo more for«- 
midable than the extortions of avarice^ oir 
the devastations of cruelty.* Nor was the 
effect of these latter passions tinfelt ; the 
peculiar punishment of forfeiting their 
Cast, which is attached by their law to 
the most temporary and seemingly trivid 
deviation from its precepts, and which in- 
volves in it the dreadful Consequences of ir- 
remediable alienation, and irreversible pro- 
scription ; was converted by their Mahom- 
medan rulers into a lucrative source of 
oppression. Superstition combined with 
avarice to invent the means of inflicting 
this dreadful chastisement, and fines, with- 
out mercy, were exacted by those bigotted 
and venal judges. 

By the same merciless conquerorn^thiiir 
commerce was impeded by every cldg which 

* See Scroftou's Hindoostan. 



avifficictiis aori imfeeliag pofwer could iii^i 
vent to obstract it. Neither the mild a&d 
toleiatiog spirit of the religicm of the Hia^ 
doo3, nor the gentle and inoffensive man- 
neri of its votaries, were sufficient to pro- 
tect them from the intolerant ^e^ and bru^ 
tal antipathy of their ]^fahoDmiecb.n in^ 
Taders. In the efiiisiona of their barbaroua 
entimstasm, the temples of the Hmdoos, 
ornamented with the most curious sculps 
ture, and decorated with all the ingenuity 
and skill fot whieh ther were celebrated, 
were utterly demolished, and the monu- 
ments of their ancient splendour every 
where destroyed. 

For the support of the Mogul nobles, 
aissigmnents were granted on the lands of 
the difi^rant provinces, which were levied 
by the$e military lords in person, who, 
haughty and voluptuous, came to collect 



their pay from i^ timid people, wfaon they 
hated and despised with all the fervour of 
bigotry and ignorance. 

^ To enumerate the multifarious load of 
oppression under which the unhappy HiiH 
doos were doomed to groan, would be a 
tedious and ungrateful task. A gencrbus 
mind cannot take pleasure in contemplate^ 
ing the picture of human misery, and h»k* 
man crime, though drawn by the correct 
hand of truth : let it then suffice to say, 
that the whole system of Mogul govern* 
ment, toward their Conquered provinces^ 
was such, as could never fail to shock, an 
European mind. 

Bard^ however, bs was^ the fate of the 
poor Hindoos lind^r their Mogul Sove- 
reigns, even in the most flourishing state 
of their empire ; wh^i that mpire moul- 
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dered to decay, and the pover of one 
de&pot was . overthrown, to make way fat 
the uncontrolled licentknisneas of numher- 
leM petty tyrants, it became yet more 
truly deplorable.* 

The vigorous administration of a long 
line of able princes, had alonej for ages, 
pTe^eived this vast^'but heterogeoeoua and 
iil-conatructed febric from disoolntion ; and 
when, according to the unavoidable conse- 
quences of hereditary despotism, the reins 
of govemment were transmitted into weak 
and feeble hands, it fell rapidly to rum. 
To the wretched successor of the imperial 
throne, the miserable representative -of the 
houae of Tinmrj little now remains, but an 
universally acknowledged title to royalty, 
declared by intifficacious expressions of 

* See RofaOla History. 
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loyalty and attachment,' while those^ who 
by bold usurpation, successful rebellkni, or 
insidious fraud, possessed themselves of 
the spoils of the ruined empire, have esta* 
blished in their own families the right of 
succession to the territories thus acquired. 

In those provinces which, by a train of 
circumstances totally foreign to our pur« 
pose to relate, have fallen under the domi« 
nion of Great-Britain, it is to be hoped the 
long-suffering Hindoos have experienced a 
happy change. Nor can we doubt of this, 
when we consider, that in those provinces^ 
the horrid modes of punishment, inflicted 
by the Mahommedans, have been abohsh- 
ed ; the fetters, which restrained their 
commerce, have been taken off; the taxes 
are no longer collected by the arbitrary 
authority of a military chieftain, but are 
put upon a footing that at once secures 
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the revalue, ind protects the sulgect from 
oppression. The banditti of the hills, 
which used to molest the inoffensive in- 
faaHtants by their pivdatoty incursions, 
have been brought into peaceable subjac- 
ticm. That unrelenting persecution, which 
was deemed a duty by the ignorant bigo* 
try of their Mussulman rulers, has, by the 
milder spirit of Christianity, been cOnvert- 
fed into the tenderest indulgence. Their 
ancient laws have been restored to them; 
a translation of them, into the Persian and 
English languages, has been made, and is 
now the guide of the courts of justice 
which have been established among thcni. 
Agriculture has been encouraged by the 
most certain of all methods — the security 
of property ; and all these advanti^es have 
been rendered doubly valuable, by the en- 
jo3rment of a blessing equal, if not superiw, 
to every other — the blessing of peace ; a 
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blessing to which they had for ages beeit 
^traagersi*' 

These salutary regulatiims, originating 
with Mr Hastings, steadily pursued by Sir 
John MfPherson and Lord Comwallis, and 
persevered in by the present Governor Ge- 
neral, will diffuse the sviiles of prosperity 
and happiness over the best provinces of 
Hindoostan, long aftf r the discordant vpice 
of party shall have been humbled in the 
silence of eternal rest ; and the rancoro\is 
inisrepresentations of envy .and malevo- 
lence, as much forgotten, 'as the florid ha* 
rangues, and turgid declamations, which 
conveyed them to the short-lived notice of 
the world* 

. The change which has been effected on 
the character, and manners of the Hin- 

^ • 

* Review of the British Government in India. 
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doos, during so many years of subjection, 
and BO many convulsions in their political 
state, is not by any means so great, as 
such poweriial causes might have beea 
supposed to have produced. 

In wandering through the desolated 
islands of the Archipelago, or even oi) the 
classic ahbrea of Italy, the enlightened 
traveller would in vain hope to recognise, 
in the present inhabitants, one remaining 
lineament of the distinguishing character' 
istics of their illustrious ancestors. 7%ere 
the mouldering edifice, the fallen pillar, 
and the broken arch, bear, alone, their 
silent testimony, to the genius and refine- 
ment of the states which produced them. 
But in Hindoostan, the original features 
that marked the character of their nation, 
from time immemorial, are still too visible 
to be mistaken or overlooked. Though 
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they have, no doubt, lost much of their 
original purity and simplicity of manners^ 
those religious prejudioes which kept them 
in a state of perpetual separati<m firom 
their conquerors, have tended to the pre- 
servation of the originality of character, 
and all its correspondent virtues. 

In the few districts which, secuiied by 
their insignificancy, or the inaccessibility 
of their situation, retained their indepen- 
dence, the original character still remains 
apparent. Such, till about the middle of 
the present century, was the fate of those 
whose territories were situate along the 
mountains of Kummaoom. 

The inhabitant of this lofty boundary 

of the rich and fertile province of Kutta- 

« 

her^ contiQued to enjoy the blessings of 



indepei^eiice and security, till that pro- 
vince was brought under the subjectioa 
of a bold and auccessfiil Rohilta advea- 
ttirer, who, estftblishing himsMf and his 
ibliowers in tfae posseasion of Kuttaher, 
(which from thenceforth bore the name of 
Robilcund) 4vected his arms toward the 
extirpation of those Rajahs, whose vici- 
nity excited his jealousy and alarmed his 
pride. 

He succeeded but too well in the exe- 
cution of hifl uc^ust design, and did sot 
fail to mdee the moat tyrannical use <^ 
the victory he had obtained. Some of 
these chie& fae banished for ever from 
the long enjoyed seats of their ancestors ; 
some he removed to the other side of the 
Ganges, and from the few he suffered to 
renjain, he stipulated the payment of an 
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animal tribute,* and the immediate depa^ 
sit of an exorbitant fine. 

The Rajah Zaarmilla, who will soon be 
introduced to the acquaintance of the 
, reader, appears to have been descended 
from one of those petty sovereigns, who 
were obliged to put on the galling yoke of 
their unfeeling conqueror. He, however, 
must be supposed to have been among 
the number who were permitted to remain 
on their aneient territories, while the 
family of his friend and correspondent 
Maandaara, appears to have been banished 
from the province, and to have taken 
shelter in the neighbourhood of Agra. 

This short sketch, imperfect as it is, 
may serve to give some idea of the state 

* See Rohilh Hiatoiy. 
I 
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of Hmdoottan, not only when the Letters 
of tiae Bajah, which are now to be Iwi 
before the public, were written, but ante- 
cedent to that period. Necessary, how- 
erer, for the purpose of elucidation, as it 
may be thought by some readers, it may 
tte censoied by others, as a presumptuous 
eSoTt to wander out of that narrow and 
coatracted path, whidi they have allotted 
to the female mind. 

To obviate this objection, the writfir 
hopes it will be sufficient to give a suc- 
cinct acoount of the motives which led 
her to the examinatioii of a subject, at one 
time very universally talked of, but not of- 
ten very thoroughly underateod. From her 
earUest instructors, she imbibed the idea, 
that toward a strict performance of the 
several duties of life, ignoruice was nei- 
ther a necess^, nor an useful auxiliary, 
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but on the contrary, that she ought to view 
every new idea as an acquisition, and to 
seize, with avidity, every proper opportu- 
nity for making the acquirement. 

In the retirement of a country life, it 
was from books alone that any degree of 
information ^^as to be obtained ; but when 
these sequestrated scenes were exchanged 
for the metropolis, opportunities for in- 
struction, of a nature^ still more pleasing, 
were pres^ited. 

The aiiairs connected wi^h the state of 
our dominions in India, were then the gene- 
ral topic of conversation. It was agreeable, 
from its novelty; and she had the peculiar 
advantage of hearing it discussed by those, 
who, from local knowledge, accurate infor- 
mation, and unbiassed judgment, were emi- 
nently qualified to render the discussion 



both intereetiag and instructive. The 
names of the most celebrated Orientalists 
became familiar to her ear ; a taste for the 
productioBS of their writers was acquired ; 
and, had it not been for a fatal event, 
which transfonned the cheerful haunt of 
doroestic happiness into the gloomy abodfi ' 
of sorrow, and changed the energy of hope 
into the listlessness of despondency, a com- 
petent knowledge of the language of the 
originals would likewise have been acquir- 
ed. Time, at length, poured its balm into 
the wounds of affliction, and the mind, by 
degrees, took pleasure in reverting to sub- 
jects which were interwoven with the ideas 
of past felicity. The letters of the Rajah 
■were sought for, and the employment they 
afibrded was found so salutary in beguiling 
the hours of solitude, and soothing the pain 
of thought, that the study of them was re- 
sumed as an useful relaxation, and, being 
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brought to a conclusion, they are now pre* 
sented to the world, whose decision upon 
their merit, is looked forward to with timid 
hope, and determined resignation. 



rrteshtCBJBdIrconqihiiMd, dwt tbe difimnt ortbo- 
ffs^y advpted hy tlw Otintal ti^shiton b « 
■osrce of midi papbxity to th* Engliih mkin'; 
bi^ fiom the variety of oj^ioiDiii that prenil i^mb 
the subject, k ia aa enl wltid camot eaaly he rem^ 
dkd. iBBtead of thc.4)iible wasnk ee and «•, med 
by Mr WilkiiM, and frequently by Mr Httlbed, Sir 
William Jones sufaititutcs t Md H ; and iut«ad of the 
K, Made uae of ^ the fonmr Oeatlemao, he uses the 
letter C From the di^rent modes of proounciatioa 
wnong the natifn in |fae diflerent ptpviocei, another 
diCeulty has arixa. It b from that caoae that m 
freqaentfy &k1 the letter B a aabititute for F^ u 
Beem iot Veena, frc. 

In die Mlowing GloMary, mo;t of the Onental wordi 
that oecnr a the Letten of tlie R^ah will be foiwd. 

GLOSSARY. 

ARJOOK, or Arun. Hw &wn. Stt Sdrsaya. 

Atatoks. Deflects of the Deity in tus cbaractn 

of Preserver. Tea of these appeanncei of (be Divinity 
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ara mentioned by the Hindoos, nine of wluch have al- 
ready taken place ; th^ tenth Avator we are tofd is yet 
to come, and is expected to appear nMNinted 0ike the 
crowned conqueror in the Apocalypse) on a white hone, 
with a cimetar, blazing like a comet, to cut down al^ in- 
corrigible oflSmders. — Atiaiic Remarehei. 
Brahma. The creating power. 
BiBBT. Lady. 

Carticrya. The God of War. 
Dbwtah. The Diyanty to whom woMhip is offer- 
ed. 

Devas, or Daivbrs. The Hindoos suppose the 
universe to be divided into fourteen regions, or spheres, 
of which six are below, and seven are above tins' of the 
earth ; next beyond the vault of the visible heavens is 
the first Paradise. The proper inhabitants of this region, 
are called Devas or Baivers ; they may be ccnisidavd as 
D^mi-iGrods, of whom Endra ot Indra is the. chief. 

Fakeer, or Faquir. An order of religious re- 
cluses. 

Ganrsa. In many parts of Hindoostan every tem- 
ple has the image of Ganesa (the God of Wisdom) plac- 
ed over its gate ; and the door of eveiy dweUing-house 
19 superscribed with his name. 



GLOSSART. 

HlBCARBAH. A mesieoger* A spy. 

Kbishna. One of the Avaton. His adventwes 
are oelebnted in the epic poem catted the Mahabbaret. 
He is considered by Sir WiHiam Jones as the Apollo of 
the Hindoos. 

Khansaman. Land, or honse-sleward. 

Lackshmi, or LAcaHMi. The consort of VeeshnA. 
She, like the other Hindoo Goddesses, is distinguished 
by a vanetybf names; as Lackshmi, she is the. Goddess 
of Fortune : as Siee, the Goddess of Plenty, or Hindoo 
Ceres. 

Maya. £xplaiiied by some Hindoo scholars to be , 
** ike first inclimatwm af the Godhead to diversify him- 
self by creating wortds/' ** But the word Maya, or 
" Ddosion, has a BMte subtle and recondite sense in the 
'* VMdntaPhilosqiby, where it signifies the system of 
** pereeptwrn." — See Ariatie R^eetwches, 

Mahabbarbt. An epic poem in the Shanscrit 
language, of great antiquity. The Bhagvat Geeta, an 
episode from this poem, has been translated into English 
by Mr Wilkins. 

Pundit, or Punpbbt. A learned Bramin. 

PoojAH. The performance of worship to the 
Gods. 



Ryots. HMdo lalwmo^ or peaswKi. 

Ramosin. Hm MvfNitaliui Leal, or gieal Cm. ob- 
served (NT the pieriod of 30 dftjfg* 

Riotamjhaamat'habva. a MnqpoHMl word do- 
noting the four immortal Vedas, namely^ the Ri0-^reda» 
the Yajur-veda» the Son»-?fda« and the Atharvm«¥eda. 

SSERBBWATTBJB OT SEBBSWATI. Thf PotlOliess 

of Scieaee and Gcniiis* 

Sit ASTSB. Literally a book. The Sctiptave of the 
Hindoos is^ for pre-emkMDoe» called tk€ SkttHer^ 

Sanc'ha. An ancient Hindoo poet. 

SuRBAYA, or S«;bya. The God of Light* or Orb 
of the S«n peisoiiified. The Sect who pay particular 
adoration to this Divinity are called Sauras. He has a 
nakitttde of names, and attoof them twelve epithets or 
titles which denote his distincst powers in each q£ the 
twelve months. The Indian poets^ and paintera^ des- 
cribe his car as drawn by seven green hoRfea^ preceded 
by Amn, or Ajjoon, the dawa^ who is denomkiated his 
charioteer* 

Sanassbe. a Hindoo devotee. 

Saib. GeotlenMtt. Persons of estimation. 

Vaidya. The tribe who pnctise physic. Physicians. 

Varuna. The genius of the sea, and wind. 
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Vedas, or Beids. The ncred boolu of tbe Hin- 
doos. 

Vebsbnu. Tbe presemng Power. 

Vbena, oriteBMA, orBEEN. AmuncaliDitnimest, 
of the Guittar kind. 

ZiMBENDAS. A Landholder. 
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OF A 



HINDOO RAJAH. 



LETTER I. 

Zaarmilla, Rajah of Almora^ to Ki sheen 
Neeay Maandaara, Zimeendar >qf Cum- 
lorcy in Rohilcund. 

Praise to Ganesa ! May the benign 
influence of the God of Wisdom,* beaming 
on the breast of Maandaara, dispel those 
clouds of wrath which have been engen- 



" I* -" ■'!■ 



* The Qod of Wisdom, a customary iirtroduction to 
the ^nritiiigs of the Hindoos. From several expiessioiis 
made use of by the Rajah in the course of his ^sorres- 



dered by mistake, and poured forth in the 
whirlwind of impetuosity. 

I might justly expostulate upon the 
harshness of thy expressions ; but I call to 
mind the goodness of thy heart, and they 
are effaced from my memory. We shrink 
from the fury of the King of Rivers, when 
his terror-striking voice threatens destruc- 
tion to the surrounding world ; but when 
his silver waves return to the peaceful 
channel allotted to them by the adored 
Veeshnu, we forget our terrors, and con- 
template with rapture the majestic gran- 
deur of the sacred stream who rolls his 
blessings to a thousand nations. And who 
would not prefer the casual Ifury of the 
mighty Ganges to the apathetic dulness of 
the never moving pool ? 
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poBdcnee, he appctn to have been an adherent of the 
teci called in the mirthera parts of India VeeshntfN^ti 
or Adorers of Veesha^, the preserving power. 



The Angel of Truth, whose dwelling is 
with Brahma, be my wiUiess, that I have 
never been unmindful of the vows of 
friendship we so solemnly exchanged over 
tlK still warnr ashes of the venerable Pun* 
dit> the guide and the instructor of our 
tender years. Twice, in performance of 
that vow, have I essayed to send the pro* 
mised information, and twice have my in- 
tentions been frustrated. 

No sooner had the auspicious arms of the 
sons of mercy opened the long-obstruct- 
ed channels of conveyance, and checked 
the fiiry of the Afgan Khans, who have 
so long oppressed our unhappy country,* 



* ** On the 22d day of KpA, 177^, was fought be- 
tween the annks of the visier^ assisted lay the Eaglisb, 
and the troops of Hafiz Rhamut^ the Rohilla Chief, the 
decisive battk of Cutterab ; in which the coinj^te m* 
tory obtfdaed by the fonner at once atmihflaled tlie 
power, and decided the fate, of the A%a& adventwers. 
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than I dispatched a messenger to thee, 
with a full account of public aiiairsy and of 
all the inddents that have occurred to me 
in my. retirement. Two months ago I 
learned that this messenger was drowned 
in his attempts to pass the Jumi^a. Again 
I wrote the same voluminous detail, and 
sent it by the hands of an Hircarrah, em- 
ployed in the English camp, and who was 
sent from thence with dispatches to Agra, 
his native city. This messenger, more un- 
fortunate than the other, was seized and 
cut in pieces, by a band of bnital Afgans. 
Hoping that this account will fully excul- 
pate me from the charge of neglect, and 



Wherever the fate of the Robillas became known (says 
the historian of their short lived empiie> the Hmdoo 
Zimeendars (each of whom is possessed of a 8troDg-4iokl 
attaching to the chief village of his district) shut their 
forts, and* refusing to theur late masters proteetioD> 
plundered without distinction all whom they found dy- 
ing toward the hiUs.'' 



l^iymg it to the shrill voice of fame to 
acquaint thee with the public transactions 
of this eventful period, I shall recapitu- 
late such parts of my two epistles aa re- 
garded myself alone, and, in conformity to 
the promises that have passed between us, 
shall lay open- to you not only the actions 
of my life, but the very thoughts of my 
heart. 

Three days after that in which the blood 
of the Khans had stained the plains of 
C^tterah,* word was brought me by the 

m 

Zimeendar of LoUdong, that our late op- 
pressors were flying on the wings of de- 
spair to the mountains of Cummow. He 
conjured me, by all that we had suffered 
from the cruelty of Allee Mohamed, and 
the tyranny of his successors, not to give 
passage to the fugitives; but, by arming 
my Ryots, to disappoint their hopes of safe- 

* History of the RohiUa Afgans, page 241. 



ty, a&d turn them back upon the swordi 
of their enemies. I returned for answer^ 
that '^ I gave praise to Veeshnu, who had 
avenged the wrongs of the Hindoos, but 
that I had never learned to lift my hand 
against a fallen foe." I then israed strict 
orders to all my Ryots to keep within 
their dwellings, and having performed 
the accustomary Poojah,* betook myself 
to rest. 

Reflections upon the vicissitudes of for- 
tune agitated my soul. Sleep forsook my 
eyelids; and, while the earth was yet 
clothed in the robes of darkness, I went 
forth with a few attendants, in hopes that 
the temperate air, and placid stillness 'of 
the night, would tranquillize my mind. 
With astonishment I perceived the eastern 
horizon already tinged by the flame colour-r 

• Worship. 



cd (^Kuidteer of Surraya.* I hastoied to 
ascend the hill, that I.inight beready to 
pay my, dcvotioga at the first Appeanmie 
of tbe glorious orb; the sooTed -emblem of 
the life-giving spirit of the Eternal ! I 
reached the summit of the hill, but, Powers 
<rf Mercy ! ■ what a sight then' i)i«6entea it- 
self to my view? -The vast jungle extend- 
ing over the northern side of Ciimlore was 
in a blaze of fire. The lefiection of the 
mighty conflagratioa iUuminated the hea- 
vens, while sounds more dreadful than had 
ever pierced my ears, undulated through 
the fire-fraught air. This shrieks of the 
affrighted Afgans, the shouts of the Hin- 
doos, who had contrived this method td 
obstruct their flight, the growling of the 
tiger&>, and' yelling of the other beasts of 

* A^un, or the dawn; wko k expreasivety repre- 
Msted in Hiadoo scu^nrf by tbe upper part only of 
a man, the rest <^ his person beiof supposed sot yet 
emerged from darkness. ' , . 
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prej, who had been Astarbed in tbetr denSi 
the crackling of the flames^ and the bright 
glare of the still spreading fire, formed al^ 
together an unspeakable combinatkm of 
horrors. 

Many of the wretched fugitives passed 
the place where I stood; no longer the 
proud and haughty lords, at whose frown 
the Rajahs of the earth were wont to trem- 
ble : terror now sat updn their humbled 
foreheads, and despair seemed the leader 
of their steps. While I contemplated 
their present calamity, the remembrance 
of their former tyranny passed into the 
bosom of oUivion. 

A young man appeared, the blood still 
streaming from his wounds ; while on his 
back he bore his aged father. In vain did 
the old nijui entreat this dutiful son to 
leave him to his fate ; he still proceeded, 
with tottering steps, to convey him he 
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knew BOt whither. "Surely," said I, "the 
actions 0S this otld man must have b«en 
mci-itonous in tbe sight of Heaven, that 
he abouid h».ve befn rewarded with such 
a son.'' I looked ob the old wariior, and 
called to mind the grey haira of my father. 

I »topped the fugitives, who, seeing my 
dress, looked on me without hope, and - 
prepared thonselves to receive the stroke 
of death. Whatever are your offences, 
said I to the son, your iilial piety has in 
toy tyea nude atonement : turn, therefore, 
to the ahett^ of my fortress, where you 
may remaiit ia sajfety till times of peace. 
They expressed their thankfulness, and 
with them I retraced the road to my house; 
At the foot of the hill I heard a groan, 
-which I perceived to proceed from under 
the branches of a tree that had lately 
fallen- I ordered roy servants to search 
for the person who uttered it, and to my 
astoiusbment saw one in the dress of an 
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English officer; be appeared to suffer the 
anguish of excessive pain, and, though 
borne by the servants with all possible 
care, before we could reach the house, 
the invisible spirit seemed- aboiit to for- 
teke the noble dwelling that had beeti 
allotted to it. On examination, we found 
that his leg and many of his ribs were frac- 
turedw While I was in despair about this 
apparently irremediable misfortune, the old 
Afgan addressed himself to me, and pro- 
fessing his skill in the art of surgery, told 
me that he thought he could effect a, cure. 
He accordingly applied such reitiedies as he 
deemed proper, and with such success that 
the stranger soon obtained some degree of 
relief He no sooner lifted his eyes upon 
me, than calling to mind the English that 
had been taught us, by the Vaidya Beiass, I 
held out to him the hand of friendships 
saying, " how do?" His eyes glistened with 
pleasure, and from that moment ourliearts 
were united by the seal of friendship* 



When. the iynutt pain b^ a, little loosened 
tie, fetters of her power, he spoke .to me 
m the Petsiati language ; of which, as welj 
as the Arabic and the difiEerent dialects of 
Hindostan, he was perfect master. His 
conversation was like the soft dew of the 
morning, when it falls upon the valley of 
roses ; it at once refreshed and purified the 
smil. His knowledge^ in comparison of 
that of the niost learned among the Pun- 
dits of the present age, was like the moun- 
tains of Cummow compared to the nest of. 
the ant. .The powers of his mind were 
deep and extensive as the wave of the 
mighty Ganges. Ijis heart was the seat 
of virtue^ afid buth reposed in his bosom. 

He had set «ut many months before» 
from Calcutta, with an intention of travel- 
ling through the northern parts of Hin- 
dostan, in order to trace the antiquities of 
the most ancient of nations. He had pror 
ceeded into Kuttaher, when a b^id of Afr 
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gans, headed by Daunda Adoola, who lutd 
been lately dismiised from the aemce lof 
Hafiz Rhatnut, took brm prisoner. They 
confitfted him in a wttowg hoftd, on the 
bamks of the Ghirra ; and ou the approach 
of the combined aitnies of the Engliish and 
Sajah Dowla, they left him exposed t» thie 
miseries of famine ; but when obliged to fly 
to the woods of CusmioMr, they forced him. 
to accompany tiieir tflight, in hopes that 
he might be the means of procurisig them 
. terms with the £nglis:h, whme tionoar 4^y 
knew to be equal to their valour. 

' On tiheir rout to Oummow they were 
discovered by the Ryots of Raey Bandor, 
who, by the orders of their master, set fire 
to the wood in which they lay conceailed ; 
attempting, by this act »of cruelty, meairfy 
to avenge on tli^se poor fugitives the death 
of his Irindred, and the loss of his Zimeen* 
dary. Captain Percy, for this was the 
name of my amiable guest, fled with the 
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»«t ; and hmsng overpowered bgr fiiiigiie« tiid 
abmed by the yelk of the tigct^ had re* 
Minted to dJoii) a tme ibr ttftty, and there 
te jremaim mttU he could pitt hmiself uoi^ 
the inrotectjoa of a Him^a The tree h« 
•ttenfted bad . heeaj one left aimott cut 
by my fierraati, hat urbo had affected 
to jniU it doara; it veafprtuiiatety gave 
iroy to the fn^csMve, and occaaioaed the 
finkal acoideiit I have alseady la^itioMd 

Thau knoireBt^ O Jdaaadaara, how aty 
vmud has eiper thiu^d a£ber ksMrled^. 
Thou kmtwest with what ardour I haae 
Mer parfeamed my PiBt^uk : SermmsMtee^ 
and that, at au ;a^ when fear young men 
have read the iBeidfi 'of the Shaster^f ' ^^ 
zrad only fiffaadied the sacveai pages, favt had 
penned eaery &tiKwis wntiag ki the iShan^ 
scrit laagftta^^ 

* Worship to Seniswtfte^ the Ooddew <C Lett^ 
t BcB^ptatt of the flMoos* 
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The aci^ftitiom of the B^sic tongue 
opened to me a door of knowledge wfaic^ 
I was not slow to enter. History, for some 
time, became my favourite etu^. Bat 
what did the history of states and empires 
present to my view ? Alas ! what, but the 
weakness and the guilt of mankind ? I be«- 
held the few, whom fortune had unhappily 
placed in view of the giddy eminences of 
life/ having put the reins of ambition into 
the bloody hand of cruelty, lash through 
torrents of perfidy and ^laughter,^ till, per- 
haps, overthrown in their career, they were, 
trampled on by others who were running 
the same guilty race : or if they survived 
to reach the goal they aimed at, living but 
to breathe the air of disappointment, and 
to experience the thousand miseries attend^ 
ing that elevation which they had vainly 
looked to as the summit of felicity* 

Such is the history of the few, whose 
guilty passions and atrocious deeds have 



Taised tiiem to rerwwn, ^id to whom the 
stopid nmltitude, the wiUing instraments 
of their ambition, the prey of their avarice, 
and the sport of their pride, have given 
the appellation of heroes. 

To the great body of the people I never 
could percseive-that it made any difierencfc 
ipho it -was that iiekl the scorpitm whip, of 
^pression, as, into whatever hand it was 
by them conveyed, they were equally cer- 
tain of 'feeling the severity of its sting. 

Meditating on these things, the deep 
sit^of despondent^ has burst from my 
heart Can it be,- ftaid I to myself, that 
the (Mnnipotent and eternal Ruler of tlu 
universe should create such multitudes for 
no other purpose but to swell the triumphs 
of a fellow mortal, whose glory rises in 
proportion to the misery he inflicts upon 
the human race P Surely^ by what I learn 
from the actions of the princes of the ewth. 
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rirtue » a shadMr, aad the l<nre of it, whtefa 
I have heretofene cherished in my breaat* 
is nothing bnt tl|e ilhinve phmtom <^ a 



By conversing with my English guest 
I ||ot a difleient view of human nature. 
Ilmnigh the medium of the Persic lilecar 
ture^ it aqipearad univenally darkened b]r 
depravity. In the history of Europe it 
assumed a milder form. In Europe, man 
has not aiurays, as in Ana$ heen-degraded 
by slavery, or corrupted by the possession 
of ^despotic power. Whole nsiiims have 
tAereackaiowledged the rights of human nar 
tune, aatd, while the/ did so, have attained 
to the summit of true gkory. The Bomans^ 
whom the Persian* writers represent as the 
kuvless invaders, and fearless conquerom of 
the world; and tlie Greeks, whom tiiey 

* See RidtardsoB's ktrodaetion to the Perriim 9ic- 
twmry. 
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iMd m¥k evwy oppmbrium^ vnere ib iict 
HHtiMis ef hdioes. SfxiraiBg the >cliaia of 
Aiv^Tj, tbey wisely thought tli^t hiunasi 
nateiie WIS t0o iiBipeifect to be intrusted 
watii unltmiilMl aathority. While they per* 
ftffmed Poojah to the Goddess of Liberty, 
tbek beaurte were cnhorged by the posses- 
skm df eveay Tirtne. Sbe taught liiem 
tiM? art «f vie<)ory ; stvengtheoad their 
nerves ia the iday cf bsttie ; and, w^hen 
^ley wtaraed Arom the ifiekl of conquest^ 
siie ^ve sweet&ei^ to the baiufscfts ef 
skiipJktfty, «id wndeuod pov^erty Iranour- 
able by lier taxdks. 

At leBgt^ W«eateh and Luxury, the fine* 
mies ctf the Goddless, entered their domi- 
nUm^ ttud estieed the peo})te from the 
i^(«off«yp i(if Liberty ; wlw, ^ifended by their 
hlfidelfty, entitiely feo^soefc their eoMtntry, 
masking Hap{>i]»es6 aiid Virtue the cmR- 
paniofK «0f her 4fcght. On a re-exaanina- 
tiem rf the conduct ^ these illustrious 
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heroes, vba, while their Bation performed 
Poojah to liberty, had gained the summik 
£uiie ; Percy pointed out to my view 
imperfections, which, while my breast 
was inflamed by the first ardour of admiisi'* 
tion, had escaped my notice. The love 
of liberty itself, that glorious plant, as he 
called it, which if properly cultivated nev^ 
fails to produce the fruits of virtue, sprung 
not (he said) in the Grecian, or the Roman 
breast^ from the pure soil of universal be-* 
nevolence,. but from the rank roots of pride 
and selfishness. It never, therefore, ex- 
tended to embrace the human race. This 
perfection of virtue was unknown in the 
world, till taught by the religion of Christ. 
This last assertion of Percy's, appeared to 
me as a prejudice unfounded in truth. 
But such are ever .the hasty conclusions of 
ignorance. I had been taught to believe, 
that the pure doctrine of benevolence, and 
mercy, was unknown to all but the favour- 
ed race of Brahma; that the Christian 
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faith, )ikd that of the Mussulmans, was a 
narrow system of superstitosus ajlherence 
to the wildest prejudices, eiigendering:hat* 
red, and encouraging mercileBs* persecution 
against all who differed €r6m them. No* 
thmg can be more erroneous than this idea 
of Christianity. By the indulgence of my 
£nglish friend I was £i.voured with the 
perusal of the Christian Shaster.* The 
precepts it contains, are siinple^ pure, and 
powerful; all addressed to. the*;heart, ' and 
calculated for restoring the universal peace 
and happiness which has becfn banished 
from the earth, since the days of the 
Sottee /ogue.f : . / 



♦ Scriptures. 

t The age «f parity. The Hhidoof leekoD the da- 
ntioii of the worM by four Jogoea, or diBtinct i^es. 
The Sottee Jogue, or age of purity^ is said to ha?e lasted 
3,200,000 years, when the life of man is said to have 
extended to 100,000 years. The Tirtah Jogue, or age 
in which one third of mankind were reprobate, which 
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The kfve of liberty in a people who are 
tMglit by the fitBdtsnefttal precc^ oi 
their Shaiten '' to do to others as they 
would have others do to them^'* rises above 
the narrow spirit of selfishness, and ex* 
tendeth to embrace ^be human race ! Bc^* 
nevolent people of England! it is theit 
desire, that all shouhi be partakers of the 
same blessings of Itbetty, which they them* 
selves eigoy. It was doubtless with this 
glorious viewi that they sent forth colonies 
to enlighten, and instruct, ihe vast re* 
gions of America. To disseminate the 
love of virtue and freedomi, they culti- 
vated the trans-Atlantic isles : and to res- 
cue our nation from the hands of the 



eooBMtad «C ^,40afiOO j«sn^ The Dwspcr Josne^ ia 
wkkfa one Mf of the hamm race beeaiee depnived* e^ 
dared i,6((XH00Q 3fean. Aad the Cottee Jegue, id which 
all maokind are comipte4 i« the pieaenk enu See Ha>- 
hed's Geotoo Lanrs. 



oppressor, did this brave and generous 

people visit the shores of HindostaD ! a^^ aj^^ /•■> 

You laxy imagine bow dcuroHS I was to 
bcGome acquainted with sOme particulus 
conceining the form of goremmeBt, laws> 
and mumers, fxf this highly favoured na- 
tion. Provided the .above puticulars are 
irae, it is of course to expect, that tfaejr 
must all be formed after the modd of per^ 
fection ; and sudi, according to my con- 
ception of the accounts of Percf , they un- 
donhtedly are. 

It having pleased Brahma to create them 
^1 of one cast, among them are no distinct 
tioDs, but such as are. the reward of virtue. 
It is not there, as in the profligate court 
of Delhi, where great riches, a supple ad- 
herence to the minister, and a base and 
venal approbation of the measures of the 
court, can lead to titles and distinction. 
No. In England, the honours of nobility 



arc invariably iiestowed according to in^ 
trinsic merit. The titles and privileges 
of these heroes of the first class^ descend 
to their children. We may well suppose 
what care is bestowed on the edupatiod 
of these young nobles, whose minds arc 
moulded into wisdom at Universities insfeir 
tuted for the purpose : Wherevice dud folly 
are alike unknown ; and .where th6 faeiilv 
ties of a young man might, have as gnat 
a chance of getting leave to rust in igno^ 
raace, asl>f being lost in dissipation ! ' From 
these seminaries of virtue, th^ are.fcdlleU 
to the Senate of the nation : where they 
debate with all the gravity and the interest 
that might be expected from their early 
habits of serious thought, and deep in* 
vestigation. The sons of the King, at bA 
early age, take their seats in that tribunal^ 
from whose decision there lies no appeal. 
As their example is supposed to animate 
the young nobility, it may well be ima* 
gined how wise, learned, grave, and pious, 



these ]HiDC«ly youthi must be : thcsr. iic- 
lions are doubUen the mirrors of decorum^ 
and their lips the gates of wisdom ! 

The effsaiity <^ hamaa beings in the 
s^t of GtMl, facii^ tat^bt hy their nXt' 
gkm, it U' a fundamental maiiim 6f their 
poiicy, that no laws ace binding, which do 
n«t obtain the oenaent of the people. All 
laws are therefiM'e issued by the »ancti<m 
of the^ TopxeMatatiTes; every separate dis^ 
tnct, town, and cmnmamty, choosing from 
among themselves, the persons most dis- 
tinguished for piety, wisdom, learning, and 
integrity, impart to them the power of 
actii^ in ih» name of the whole. 

About four hundred of these eminent 
men, each of whom, to all the requisites 
of a Hindoo mj^;istrate,* unites the know- 

* It is otdained, that " the magutntc shall Iwqi in 
" aoltiectioiitoIuHHelf fail Ltuit. Jm{w, ,i4Mrice, jPoi^» ' 
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ledge of a Christian philosopher, fonn, what 
is termed, the third estate. 

Uninfluenced by the favour of party, an* * 
contaminated by the base motives of ava- 
rice or ambition, theypuESue, with steady 
steps, the path of. equity, aiMl have notlpng 
so much at heart as the. public weli^ure. 
No war pan be enga^d in, and no taxes, 
imposed, but by the consent of these, pa*^ 
triot chiefs. Judge then, . my friend, . how 
light the burden must be, that is laid on 

** Drunkenness^ and Pride ; he who cannot keep these 
'* passions under his own subjection, how shall he be 
'< able to nourish and instruct the people ? N«lher AaSi 
*' he be seduced by the {Measures of the chace, nor be 
''addicted to play^ nor almys efsplpyed in dancing, 
" singing, and playing on musical instruments. Nor 
*' shall he go to any place without a cause, nor dispraise 
" any person without knowing his feults, nor shall he 
*' envy another -person's superior merit, nor shall say 
** that such persons as are men of capacity, are men of 
*' no capacity,'' &€. See Code of Gei^oo Laws, page 53. 
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by these rtprescntativesi these brothers of 
the people. Never can such men as these 
be instrumental in sending Var, with all its 
attendant miseries, into the nations of the 
earth; all of whom they are taught by 
their Shaster to consider as brethitin. In 
Asia, we behold the gory monster, ever 
ready to st^lk forth with destructive stride 
at the voice of ruthless tyranny; but in 
£urope, Princesare the friends of peace, 
and the firt,hers of their people. 

Many of our Pundits have contemplated; 
with astonishment, the animosities that 
have arisen among the followers of the 
Arabian prophet, on account of the diffe- 
rent interpretations given by their* Imaums 
to certain passages of the Koran; forget- 
ting that the Supreme Being delighteth in 



* See Prdiminary Discourse of the BramiDs, employ- 
ledby Mr Hastings in the Pootee, or compilatioB of the 
ovdKaatioDS of the Piiiidits.-^Gentoa Laws. 
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▼mviety, and that He vrbo hatb not foraici} 
any two objects in his vaat creation euctljr 
similar, and took doubtless no less oare upoo 
the formation of the human mind, pcreetr^ 
cth with delight the contraneties of opt* 
nion among men. They have carried their 
presumption so fwr, tlmt one aect heth dared 
fo coaoeive hatred and ill will against ano** 
ther, for not viewing every dark passage in 
the writings of their prophet exactly in 
the same light I How diffirent is the case 
with the Christian ? The great Founder of 
thdr roUgicm having left every man at li- 
hefty, to choose the form of worship which 
he finds best calculated to exetta» and to 
express sentiments of devotion, they eaeh 
attach themselves to the form moet agree* 
able to their own minds, aUowing the same 
Hberty to others, and convinced that all 
are equally acceptable to the Deity, who ac- 
quiesce in his laws, and obey his command- 
ments. In the dominioos of the Mussul- 
mans, though all sects are petmstted to live, 
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it is oae sect Hoae (the orthodox"*) that ia 
invested with power, or entrusted with 
autimrity. But among Christians no sect 
exists that would accept of the most bene-* 
fidai distinctiottS) otL terms so contrary to 
the spifit of theif <3ospeL All sects^ equal 
in tbe eye of Heaven, must needs^ by the 
wise and virtuous le^slators of this happy 
ocmntry, be admitted into an equal enjoy-* 
ment of every right, and every privilege; 
The priests of their i«Iigion are, as their 
characters are fully set forth in their Shas- 
ter, men who despise adventitious advainta- 
ges of rank and fortune, who regard no dis- 
tinctions in their flock, but the distinctions 
arising from internal worth, and intrinsie 
goodness ; not thirsting after worldly ho- 
nmirs ; not given to luxury ; strangers to 
avarice and pride. Having no bitterness 
s^nst those who differ from them in opi« 

* See the Uedaya or coitinientary mi the Mussulitisn 
laws* 
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nion ; animosity^ strife, or wrath, is neves 
heard of among these holy men^ who, m 
the language of their Sbaster^ '^ pass through 
things temptoral, only mindful of those 
which are eternal. " Although my unwea-^ 
ried application to the study of the English 
language, enables me to read a few passa- 
ges in that tongue, it is to the Arabic copy 
of those books of the Shaster, called 
Gospels, to which I am indebted for the 
accuracy of my information. 

Not presuming to lift the veil of mys- 
tery, with which some passages are enve- 
loped (a presumption, which in a stranger 
would be equally unpardonable and unbe- 
coming) I pass over whatever appears to 
be mysterious, with the most profound re- 
spect. But that Power,, which taught me 
to sweep from my heart the dust of preju- 
dice, taught me also to pay homage to ex- 
cellence, wherever it might be found. In 
the precepts of the Christian Shaster, I be- 
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hold the g;iandeur of sublimity, and the 
simpliaty of truth. There is one particu- 
lu: so novel, so peculiar, so repugnant to 
the uniTersally received opinions of man- 
kind, that it considerably excited my asto- 
nishment. In the revelation bestowed up- 
on the Christians, women are considered 
in the light of rational beings ! free agents ! 
in short, as a moiety of the human species, 
whose souls are no less precious in the eye 
of the Omnisci^t than that of the proud 
lords of the creation! What can be more 
extraordinary? 

The inferiority of women appears soestar 
blished by the laws of nature, and has been 
so invariably inculcated, by all the legisla- 
tws sent by Brahma to enlighten the eight 
comers of the world, that it seems ^to- 
gether iacontestible. It is true, that our 
divine laws (incomparable in wisdom !) do 
not, like the laws of the Mussulmans, abso- 
Jutely exclude women from the participa- 
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tion of happiness in a future state^ it being 
written in the Shaster, ^^ thta a wamM, 
who kurm her9elf with her hmband, ikatl 
live with him in paradise three crore amd 
j^ty lacks of jf ears.'' But even in this case, 
it 19 contested by the Pundits, that her ad- 
mission into Paradise depends on her hus- 
band's title to an entrance into that state 
of felicity. Uncertain tenor! precarious 
dependence I on which a poor woman com- 
mits herself to the flames ! Wisely did our 
lawgivers ordain, v that ignorance and sui^- 
mission should be the ornaments of women; 
seeing how much the privilege of inquiry 
might have disquieted their repose ! 

Christian women are more fortunate; 
they may enjoy heaven without the com- 
pany of their husbands! Throughout the 
Christian Shaster, they are exalted to per- 
fect equality with man. They are consi- 
dered as occupying a station of equal dig- 
nity, in the intelligent creation; and as 



31 

beti^ equally aceountible for tfae^ise tbey 
Ta»k/c of the gUt of rauon, ind the mo- 
nitions of conscience. What cair, what 
pains, must we then conclude to be be- 
st»«ed by Chriatians^ on the formation of 
the female mind ! " As the beams of the 
moon kindle the flowers of the Oshadi, 
so," says the philosopher, " doth educa- 
tion expand the blossoms of intelligence.*' 
Where women are destined to be under 
no controw but that of reason, under no 
restraint, save the abiding consciousness of 
the searching eye of Omnipoteilce, of what 
vast importance must their education ap- 
pear in the eyea of the enli^tened T Ac- 
cordingly we find that seminaries of female 
instruction, called Boarding-schools, are in 
England universally established; where, 
by what I can learn, the improvement of 
the underftanding is as successfully attend- 
ed to, and every solid and useful accom- 
plishment as fully attained, as are the se" 
vere morals of Christianity, by their bro- 



3£ 

thers at the university. Wh^i the fenmles 
of England have completed their education 
in these seats' of science, these nurseries of 
wisdom, they come forth like the motfaer 
of Krishna, the torch of reason enlight«Ei> 
ing their minds, and the staff of knowledge 
supporting their virtue ! In that enlight- 
ened country, a wife is the friend of her 
husband. Motives of esteem influence ihe 
choice of both; for there, women are at 
liberty ■ to choose, or to reject offers of 
marriage, and educated as they are, we 
may well suppose how wisely they will 
always choose ! By their religion, men arc 
prohibited from having more than one wife 
at a time, which at first view will doubtless 
appear a hardship in your eyes ; - but if you 
consider what an endless source of dis- 
quiet, the quarrels, jealousies, and strides 
among our wives frequently produce, you 
will perhaCps acknowledge, that to lessen 
the number is not so great a misfortune ! 



. What I have sw} coneeinmg tW cnlti^' 
lion of the. female anderstanding/ will pw-' 
haps app^.rtdiculOBS in your eyes ; but take 
tiie following proof of the veracity of my 
assertion. One day that I had been study- 
ing the Shaater of my English guest, I 
perceived, written in fair and legible cha- 
racters, upon the .first leaf, these words; 
" The parting gift of Charlotte Percy to the 
most beloved of brothers." I carried the 
book to my friend, who was still confined 
to his couob, and asked him if Charlotte 
was the name of his brother? He answered 
with a smile, th^t Charlotte was the name 
of his dear, and amiable sister. " Your 
sister!" repeated I, with astonishment;—- 
" Can it be, that in your country a woman 
is permitted to touch the Shaster ? or, are 
women taught to write ? It cannot be. 
Such things are not proper for women." 
He replied, that my surprise was occasion- 
ed, by having always been accustomed to 
behold the sex in the degrading state of 
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sttlgection : A state wfaich^ wfaertfer it pre- 
vaib, subdues the vigour^ and destrqytl 
the virtue of the human mind* Man^ 
he observed, received from nature no pas* 
sion so powerful as the love of tynaxay* 
This, the superiority of bodily strength 
had enabled htm to eKerciw over the 
weaker part of his species, with uncofi'* 
trolled sway. In proportion as society 
advanced in civilization, the advantages of 
reason over bodily strength prevailed, and 
the passions received from tlie fetters of 
restraint a degree of polish, which, if it did 
not change their nature, rendered tiiem 
less disgustingly ferocious. The wift of a 
Hindoo, continued he, is, from this cause, 
treated with more respect, and enjoys a 
much greater degree of liberty and happi-^ 
ness, than the wife of an untutored Afgan. 
But it is not in the nature of man, to relin- 
quish claims so flattering to his pride ; and 
the innate love of the exercise of despo- 
tic authority, must have for ever kept the 



female sex in a state of subjeolioii^ had not 
t^ powerfo) mambte of religion snapped 
their chains. This, the religion receired 
by the CMstians has fnlly acoonipliabed : 
and to shew you bow much it is in the 
fKXwer of education to improve the female 
nocoid, continued my friend, I shall tran<- 
dAte, for your perusal, some of the lei> 
ters of that sister, whose name is written 
in the leaf of the book you are now read* 

According to this promise^ my excel* 
lent friend translated for me several pieces, 
both in prose and verse ; presenting me at 
the same time with copies of the originals, 
that I might compare them together* By 
that which I have oiclosed for your sa- 
tisfaction, you will perceive, that the sister 
of Percy has ihot only kamctd to lead, and 
write, but is in a eonsideiabk degree capa- 
ble of thinking. Nuned is soiitude^ the 
in early youth took ddig^ to string the 
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pcarU of poetry. I send you one of the 
first of these gems of fancy ; which, thoug^h 
it boasts not the radiant brilliancy of the 
diamond, is plea^sing as the varying opal, 
and soft as the lustre of the green emerald. 
It was written after having refused an in- 
vitation to a party of pleasure, on account 
of her duty to an aged uncle, who had 
adopted her as his daughter, and of whom 
she speaks, in the language of filial affec- 
tion. Let it be read with candour, for it 
is the offspring of youth ! with indulgence, 
for it is the tribute of gratitude ! 

BLEST be these ruial glets, these flowery glades ; 

The lov'd retreats of innocence and joy : 
Content's sweet voice is heard beneath these shades; 

Her quiet seat no wild wish dares annoy. 

Dear to my heart istfaiB seqaesler'd soesfe ^ 
^ liberal nalttie dedc'd in robes so gay : 

&et idl my soul she lueathes her sweets serene, 
As ip her walks I take- d«Bght to stray. 
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INmm her sweet hand that itreiv'dtiMBbnik widi flowcts; 

She heads thcae oners o'er the ehrystal stream; 
She twines the woodbine loimd these hafy lowers ; 

And turns that ros^lmd to the mmiiiiigfs beam. - 

From her, sweet Groddeas^ here iq youth, I drew • 

Spirits as light as airy ftacy's wing: 
Twas here I jnsurfc'd eaeh glowing tint she threw • 

On the &ir blossom, of the op^ng s|»iQg. 

And shall I leave her? leave her lov'd retreat? 

For scenes where Art her mimic power displays; 
For the £dse pleasures of the gay and great; 

Pride's empty boast, and Splendoi^s midnight blaie? 

■ 

Can Pride« qan l^pieiid<N^s most.^mphant hoVt 
Give any {Measure to tibe breast so dearj - 

Sp exifuiaite, as is the oanaeioiis power 
A venerable pairen^s.dayt to ehcer ? 

Ah ! then, 6om thee, my gnardiaB,.aM} my fi^, 
Letnev«7.!Pfg|rant.w]sb.pi«sumft tofllsay; . 

But on my steps let jfilial. Jove attend, . 
Gently to sooth thy, life's dfrljimig dfy. 
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Cm I iMtHiihiik to Ay low I w\l) 
Foigel tby goodnMlo nor oiphMstafee? 

Foi^ the booM thy traduvMs bMlow'd.d 
Or thy ttudmi'd sftetioB't wly 4mf 

When my lov'd fiikher piWd Iw «ttrly im, 
(Fiom which> ali»! aor ytwihi mi Iqivq coidd aiflre) 

And whm my irid<nr'd moAer (do»m toFtre!) 
Victim of MROvr I Mnk into the gnnre; 

Thy care a mole than Mhei^s eve nqiplied, 
Thy bfeail a wuv thai Other's fiMdaew hnesi : 

Led by thy faaiid» or cbmiVd at tiiy nde. 
My iafimt ytan m iprigbtiy pl^mras flevr. 

No fro^w fimm dMie icfiMi^A tbe hanidtai|oy. 
No hanh rqmof iqitird the IMy ftbaogbk; 

Pleas'd, thou couldrt mnSkfam cUdbood'a aiaqriesl to3 
And say, " po ffaaMBPeaivwafio ciitafly Wi^.'' 

Can I fagct the paBtott of Iky omal 

Whose kind attesiian fwrnU aiy MJy y«iilb^ 

Or with what care aha watA'd ay ttfoder ycais$ 

And in life's wmnmgtfMt^d the leefb of taratbi 

I 
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Tuvas ber'instnictidiiSy'pioiiSy prodait, vnae, 
TwiglA me the viiloes that adorn our sex; 

Its hombJest duties bade me not desfMse, 

But rise scqperior to its weak defects: / 

Tai^t me to shun mean pride's malignant sneer^ 
To scorn low enyy's keen provoking taunt; 

And still to turn my ever willing ear. 
To the low voice of sorrow^ or of want ; 

Tau^t me on pure devotion's wings to rise 
To the unseen, supreme, eternal Power; 

To read his works where'er I turned mine eyes, 

* 

In heaven's starr'd concave, or earth's lowUest flower. 

If eW my breast with love of virtue glowed. 
Or ardent sought the muses' hallow'd shrine. 

To thee my dawning taste its culture ow'd ; 
Each high-born sentim^t, dear shade, was thine. 

Oh !. if thy sainted sjpixk hovers near. 
With smiles benign my filial vows approve ; 

Vows like thy conduct, artless, and sincere. 
Pure as thy jfaitb, mid spotless as thy love ! , 

VOL. J. G 
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Thus far did Zaarmilla write to his tntnd 
Maandaara, by the slave who perished in 
the swelling of the Jumna. Captain Percy 
had been then five months under the sha- 
dow of my roof; the skill of the Afgan 
had not been sufficient to join the fractur- 
ed bone, so that great pain was inflicted 
upon him. I had often attempted to get 
an account of his situation transmitted to 
the English camp, but without success. 
The troops of the Afgans surrounded nac, 
and the danger of discovering to them 
that an English officer was in their power, 
obliged me to act with the utmost circum- 
spection. At length, in the month Assen 
(October) the treaty was concluded be- 
tween the Khan of Rampore, and the great 
powers. I besought and obtained leave 
from Fyzoola Khan to go myself to the 
camp of the English, which wa$ yet at 
the foot of the mountain. Captain Percy, 
weakened by the languor of disease, and 
sinking under the pressure of incessant 
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pain, revived at my proposal : the big tear 
glistened in hi« eye, and pressing my band 
between his, '*God shall bless thee, my dear 
jZaarmilla," cried he, " the God of heaven 
shall bless thee for thy kindness to me. In 
contemplating the approaching dissolution 
of my being, unshaken confidence in the 
m^tcies of my God and Saviour support my 
soul. Death has for me no terrors; but 
methinks it would brighten the dark pas- 
sage that leads to it, could I again behold 
any of my former friends, and country- 
men; their accounts would soften to my 

sister the tidings of an event that will 
pierce her soul. She knows not the good- 
ness of Zaarmilla ; and will only imagine 
to herself the figure of her dying brother, 
expiring among strangers. Could she be 
assured, how often my sufferings have been 
alleviated by the balm of sympathy, and 
how much the endearing sensibilities of 
cordial friendship have refreshed my sou), 
it would be a solace to her affliction." vo,., . 
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He then wrote as much as strength 
would permit, to a British officer, who was 
his particular friend, and enclosing it in a 
few lines to the commander in chief, de- 
livered it into my hands. 

I pursued my journey to the foot of the 
mountains, attended only by a small retinue. 
When we reached the place of our destina- 
tion, we had the mortification to find that 
it had been for some time abandoned by 
the English, who were on their march 
down the country. I did not hesitate to 
follow them : though, being unused- to 
travel, I was overtaken by fatigue, and 
annoyed by the rains, which began at this 
time to set in with great violence. 

- After a tedious and disagreeable journey, 
I at length reached Rhamgaut, where the 
English army, at the request of the Visier, 
had for some time halted. I was received 
by the commander with the eye of kindness, 
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and recommended by him to his officers, 
wi^ the voice- of praise. The chief to 
whom Captain Percy had written, welcom- 
ed me in the warmth of friendship, and be- 
stowed upon my conduct unmerited eulo- 
gium. 

Soon as my Hmbs had recovered from 
the weariness of fatigue, this Saib, and an- 
otiier dear, and intimate friend of the un- 
fortunate Percy's, who was deeply skilled 
in the science of medicine, purposed re- 
turning with me, in order to solace, and if 
possible to restore the amiable youth. The 
rains continued to descend ; but the spirit 
of true friendship rises superior to every 
obstacle. We, carried with us the good 
wishes of an host of friends, and, support- 
ed by hope, accomplished our journey in 
safety. 

From the accounts I had communicated 
concerning the situation of our friend, 



Doctor Denbeigb, the fiiend on wIkmc 
knowledge in the healing art, hifi faio* 
ther officers placed so much reliance^ had 
pronounced great hope» concemiiig him; 
hopes which inspired the alacrity of chmx- 
fulness. Alas ! as the blood-stained tiger 
of the forest rus)ies on the timid fawn, 
who, unconscious of his presence, sports 
within the reach of his ferocious grasp, so 
doth calamity dart upob the cherished 
hope of mortals. . 



When we approached qiy dwellis^, the 
Khansaman, under whose particular care I 
had left my friend, came out to meet us. 
His eyes were heavy with the tears of 
grief, and his whole deportment was 
marked by the pressure of recent aor- 
row. I was afraid to question him, lest 
his answer should bereave me of hope ; but 
at length my tongue articulated Percy's 
name. Alas! my fears were just. The 
pure spirit had fled from its corporeal 



coofinemeftt, to the boundless expioiaion 
of infinity. Tliree days hAd elapsed since 
the ho^y, deserted by its cekitial inhabi- 
tant, had been committed to the womb of 
ebiiji : I viiited the dust which covered it» 
aad gave vent to the grief that oppress- 
ed taj soul. The friends of Percy united 
thdr tears with mine : they were the pure 
offmng of friendship flowing from hearts 
of sincerity* 

After we had indulged the first impulses 
of grief, the Khansaman presented us with 
the papers which our fViend had consign- 
ed to his care« These were, a sealed' pac- 
ket, directed to his sister, a letter to his 
£ngfisfa friend, with directions concerning 
his effects, and an epistle to me, written 
with the pen of afieetion. To me he be- 
queathed, as a token of his love, the 
little ahrilUvoioed monitor, whose golden 
tongue proclainrs the lapse of time, called 
in English a repeating watch, his sister's 
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picture^ together with all the manuscripts 
of her writing, his English Shaster, and^ in 
short, all that was about his person wheti 
I had the happiness of receiving him un^ 
der my roof. I have since perused with 
care the precious relicts of this amiaJble 
joung man. In the leaves of his pocket-^ 
book were written many valuable remaiks, 
some of which had evidently been deposit- 
ed there but a short time before the Angel 
of Death arrested the hand which wrote 
themr Among his loose ps4>ers were se- 
veral pages entitled, " Thoughts on the 
Prevalence of Infidelity;" in which the 
names of Hume, Bolingbroke, and Vol- 
taire, frequently occur. It Mrill oblige me 
if you inquire of the Immaum Yusepb Ib'n 
Medi for some information concerning, 
these men ; who, I make no doubt, are of 
the sect of Hanbal, against whose opinions 
the Mussulman doctors so bitterly inveigh. 
What makes me certain they are not Chris- 
tians is, that ' from what Percy has said 
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coacCT&mg their. opinions, it is evident 
that. these unhappy men are unc(Hiscious 
of tiie precious spark of immortality which 
glows within their bosoms. Nay, so much- 
are they inflated by vanity, so infatuated 
by the spirit of pride, as to utter words of 
arrogance with the tongue of presumption ; 
saying, that men ought not to believe in 
the supreme Inheritor of eternity. 

Our departed friend concludes his re- 
nriarks upon these people, in the following 
vrords ; 

" Ye who are so keen to disseminUte 
tiie baneful principles of infidelity, did ye 
know what it is to watch the slow, but 
steady steps of death; to behold his ap- 
proach in the silence of solitude, where 
the. whispers of vanity are unheard, and 
the small still voice of conscience alone 
speaks audibly to the soul, ye would not, 
surely, be so rashly forward to dash from 
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the lips of a fdlow mortal the ooidial 
draught of hope, and to offer in its steady 
the iHtter cup of doubt, uncertainty, and 
despair! 

^' The principles of religion are so con^- 
genial to the human mind, that I am con^ 
vinoed they would almost always remain 
permanent, was it not for the adrentitioua 
prejudices, with which the pure and simple 
doctrines of Christianity are so entangled, 
by the zealous adherents of every sect and 
party. 

" Of all my contemporaries, they have 
ever been the foremost to throw off the 
restrs^ints of religion, who have been what 
is termed ffw$t itrictly educated; but who 
never had any religious sentiments impress- 
ed upon their minds, distinct from the par- 
ticular dogmas of their respective sects. 
With these dogmas their ideas of the truth 
of Christianity were inseparably combined; 
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«^ wbem th^ ^Smwui cmm to iiiinyle 
with the world, and found their prejudices 
untenable against the attack of argument, 
tb^ force of reason, or tbs sneer of ricti- 
ti9k$ tMe whole fabric of their faith was 
9iiiy(;en to tho ftnindation. Blessed be the 
IPiinpry of the parent who imrtructed me^ 
whose care it was to impress upon my 
mind the striet^t principles, with the most 
libfiral opinions* In h^ eyes, the moA of 
wonOiip was nothing; the spirit from 
which it proceeded was every thing. 

'^ My feelings tell me that the lamp of 
life is nearly extinguished. Never more 
shall I behold the .face of a friend. No 
sister's friendly hand to smooth my pillow, 
or to soQth my jsouLwith the tender ac* 
cents of affectioii« My impatience for the 
pleasure of seeing my friend Grey, has 
deprived me of the comfort I have hither- 
to received, from the consoling sympathy, 
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and unremitttiig kindness, of the . wiiable 
Hindoo. 

'^ Remote from country, friends, and all 
that my heart has been accustomed to hold 
dear; — but^what, in a moment like tUs, 
could friends or country do for me ? ^at, 
but to ^' point the parting anguish." I am 
fM alone. No. The ever-present God is 
with me; and his c(Mnfbrts support- my 
soul. Often, in the hour of health, have I 
repeated with rapture the tines of th<i 
poet ; and now I am called to be an evi- 
dence of their truth. 

" Should fete eommaiid me to the fiuthest verge 
Of tiie green earth, to distant barharous clknes. 
Rivers uBknown to song ; where first llie sun^ * 
Gilds Indian mountains* or his setting beam. 
Fhmes on th' Atlantic isles; 'tis nought to om^ 
Since God is ever present, ever felt. 
In the void waste as in the city full ; 
And where his spirit breathes there must be joy. 
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Unien eVn, at last, the solemn hour shall coiAe 
And wiDg my mystic flight to future worids, 
I cheeHbl will obey ; theie, with new powers 
Will rising .wonders sing. I cannot go 
Where universal love not smiles around.'' 



Such, O ! Maandaara, was the conclusioii 
of the liSb of this £urq>ean. His two friends 
abbde with me.for afew days, and depart- 
ed, loaded with every mark of my frie/id* 
3hip and esteem. I was no sooner left 
aloiie, than melajQcholy . took possession 
of my mind The conversation of Cap^ 
tain < Percy gave light to my soul; it was 
at an end ;» and darkness again surrounded 
me. 

The Rajah .of Lolldong, and his brother, 
the Zinreendar, heard of my affliction, and 
came to comfort me. Alas! they were 
both too full of their own concerns, to take 
any part in the grief which filled my heart, 
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In the late calamities of cMir nation) their 
lands had been ravaged by the troops of 
the Visier. The protecting hand of the 
English had not been dble to save their 
villages from the ruthless hand of the de- 
stroyer ; and their Ryots were consequent- 
ly unable to pay their rents. I listened to 
the story of their distresses with concern^ 
and said all in my power to comfott them* 
A second, and a third time, they repeated 
the particulars of their grievances; atid 
though they both usually spoke at once, 
still I listened with patience. But when 
I found them obstinately persist in che«- 
rishing the feelings of selfish regret, for 
their own particular misfortune, while the 
miseries of thousands, who on the same 
occasion had lost their all, found no en- 
trance into their hearts, I could no longer 
listen to their complaints with the sem- 
blance of attention; and, perceiving that 
they wearied me, they departed. 
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In the ittnoe^it and playful viTacity of 
the little Zamarcanda, I have found a bet- 
tJB» substitute for intellectual enjojrment, 
than in the tiresome solemnity of senten* 
tious dulness. But still the soft dew of 
<»)ntentment sheds not its divine influf^nce 
on the dwelling of Zaarmilla. My mind 
is tossed in the whirlwind <yf doubt, and 
{bewildered in the laybrinth of conjecture : 
but let not Maandaara mistake the words 
of lus friend; let him not imagine that 
my veneration for the Gods of my fathers 
can be lessened by the words of a stranger : 
or, that I am so fkr misled^ as to conceive 
that the greatest portion of wisdom be* 
stowed by Brahma upon any nation in the 
world's circumference, can bear any com- 
parison with that which has been given in 
the sacred Yedas. No. I bow with re- 
verence while I pronounce the name of 
the Mcred volumes; and confess that in 
Rigy^juhsamas' Harva the immortal trea- 
sures of true knowledge are deposited. 
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Bttt in what text of the Veda, iTpa- 
Veda, Vedanga, Purana, Dherma^ or Dher- 
33113,* is it forbidden to contemplate 1^ 
operation of Maya throughout the sea-girt 
earth? Why should I remain in doubt as 
to t^e truth of the accounts given me by 
the y6ung Christian? why should I not 
satisfy my mind by a farther acquaintance 
with his countrymen^ by which alone I 
can discover, whetl^er his words have been 
dictated by the spirit of delusion, or eman- 
ated from tl^ heart of integrity? 

If his accounts are just; if the book he 
has given me he indeed the Shaster of thie 
Christians^ I can, in that caae, have no 
doubt of its being the guide of their prac- 
tice, as well as the rule of their .faith; nor 
help feeling an ardent desire for knowing 

* The SIX great Shasters, in which all knowledge, 
divine and huiitan» is supposed to be comprehended,. 
See Asiatic Researches, vol. i. article 18. 

1 
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mote :o£ iiieD, whose conversatkm muist be 
so iiiJtl of puirit^, aikd whose UV:e$ arc devot- 
ed to good works ! 

What I have already learned from the 
worthy Ewopeaa, whose death has cajjised 
the arrow of affliction to rankle in my 
bosoQi, so f^x fiom hurting my mind, has 
MTVed hut to invigorate my virtue. It is 
by the breath of Ganesa, that the flame of 
cu^sity has been kindled in my bosom. 
And whereforiB should I not indulge my- 
s^Vf in following that path to knowledge, 
which the spirit that ^ilight^eth my un- 
dfSQBtaiiding impelleth me fo pursue? If 
tlie siuu/of sconce, which rose with radiant 
splendor on our eastji^m hemisphere, how 
beams its fervid rs^^ upon the regions of 
the west, why shoqld I bie prevented ftom 
following its glorious course ? 

Thou wilt, perhaps^ tell we of what I 
owe to my Cast, my country, and my 

VOL. I. H 
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people. As to the firsts thou knowest tlurtr 
the acquirement of knowledge^ is not a 
duty confined to the race which sprung 
from the mouth of Brahma; and though 
it is necessaiy that every Hindoo should 
keep himself free from contamnation, yet 
nmny holy men have found it possible to 
do s<^ in the strictest sense, even while 
they made their abode in the dwellings of 
Mahommedans, and Christians. No ojh* 
portunity could offer more favourable than 
the present, for quitting my country, with* 
out prejudice to my own interest or that 
e£^ my people. The peace which has been 
happily restored to us, is ensured by the 
faith g£ our deliverers : and, moreover, the 
wisdom, generosity, and clemency, which 
adorn the character of Fysoola Khan,* 
give the best pledge for the security of 
our possessions. 

* Stoe tlie RdbiUa History. 
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I faave^ therefore^ no obstacle to sar- 
mount in the sceomplidfamtnt of tay 
wishes but one* It is the disposal o£ 
Zamarcanda* Could I Icare btt in tbe 
possession of my friend, my mind tiroald 
be at rest. And who sO worthy to be the 
wife of MasoiAaaLn as the sister of Zaar- 
milla? She is yet in the tenderness of 
youth, but is accomplished in all that our 
laws permit women to learn* Her mind is 
pure as the lily, that bends its silver head 
over the transparent stream. Modesty is 
enshrined in her cheeks, and beauty 
sparkles through the deep fringe which en- 
circles her ground-kissing eyes. The blood 
of a thousand Rajahs flows through her 
veins, and her Ayammi Shadee* shall be 
worthy of the love of her brother. If this 

* Ayammi Sbadee is the present made to a young 
woman by her relations, during the period of her be- 
trothment, and which is, ever after, considered as her 
own properly. See the C^entoo Laws. 
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proposal seemeth good in thine eyes, I 
will meet thee at Ferrochabad, in the 
middle of the month Phogoun,* and there 
thou shalt receive the virtuous maiden 
from the hands of thy friend. 

1 expect thy answer with impatience. 
Farewell. 



* Answering to part of our February and March. 
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LETTER 11. 

» 

The most fiithfultf Friends J KiaheenNetoy 
Maaiuiaara; ta the powerful and er^bt- 
ened Raj&hj . Seefa Juin ZaamiiUa. 

Pbaisb be to Veeshnu ! The Icmg wished* 
for letter ftom : tibc. friend of my ycmth, 
hath kindled tiie %e of conflicting pai^ 
sions in the breast of Maandaara. The 
assurance of thy continued Idndness lights 
the spark of joy; but the intelligence of 
the, infatuation that faatii. seized thy mind; 
envelopes my soul . in tlw dark cloijid of 
despair. 

I perceive that thou art under the influ- 
ence of enchantment, and: that that false 
stranger hath used some ehalm to deceive 
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thy understanding. What would the spi- 
rit of thy father, what would the learn- 
ed Pundity to whose ]nstructi<;»is we are 
equally indebted, what would they pro- 
nounce, could they liear that Zaarmilla 
thought it necessary to sojourn among 
infidels, and knpioita eaKen of blood, in 
order to «bcquire knowledge? Can a race 
which sprung fntmi the dust tks^ was 
shaken from the feet of Brahma, and on 
that acoount beneatii the Sooder, who i^ 
honowed in behig pemittcd to toudi diy 
sandabi, a nc% which, iJ^ugh Ins savage 
than that of the Musstttmans with xogBoA 
t6 those that bear the' hcnmn fbvm, caoeiiod 
them in crudty to all the othur asiinated 
inhabitants of the earth : Gaa any c£ tibjs 
r^ce be capable ^ instmeting the dcacen* 
dant of a thousand Rajahs? ImpoMUe* 
From the ant thou mayest learn industry ; 
from the dog thou mayest be instructed 
in faithfulness : the horse may teadi thiK 
diligence, and the el(ephant instruct thee in 
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ptrtaence, ma^aAimity, and wisdom ; but 
expectt. not 6oin Suropeuis to ottaiB the 
knowledge of toy rtrtue. How should 
they be learned that are but of yesterday? 
Hidr remotest annals extend but to the 
trifling period of a few thousand years. 
WUilp enlightened, and instructed in mys^ 
teiy^ we can trace the history of revolving 
ages through the atainiing period of the 
fourJogues. 

I am nott, however, surprised that you 
sln^mld be tfee 4lipe ^ their enchantments. 
I. know how fur the evil genii have assisted 
tboi in. tfaet art : of their proficiency in it 
I bad mysetf a very eonvinqing proof 

Who^k the logiiehJSaib, to whom Rursha 
Bedwanwaa Moimsbi, abode at Agra, he 
tooic Measure in aatonisfaing those who 
wsent to viait him, witb a dispk^ of his 
magical skill . AnKWg sevetal other tricks, 
he made the wbale company, consisting of* 
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more than twenty persons, loy hold of (»teh 
other's bands, and form a circle,* andthed 
by turning the handle of a littk instnimeiit, 
composed only of metal aiui: glasB^ but 
which, I suppose, mnst have containai the 
evil s]pifits obedient to his icoiniiiaiid ; fae 
all. at once caused such a seni^atibn to pas6 
through the arms of the company^ as if a 
sudden stroke had faaroken the home, whick 
was not, however, on examination, found 
to be in the least injured. As all felt it pre- 
cisely at the same mmnent, ' it Wais impos- 
sible that he could have tociehied eaoh of us^ 
and therefore it i» evident that it could be 
nothing but magie* that could produce so 
extraordinary an effect. -At another time^ 
he shut out the piercing light of day, 
which has always been unfavoi^irable to 
such practices, and made us behold annies 
of men, and elephants, and horses, paas 
before us on the wall. When they disap* 
peared, they were succeeded by a raging 
sea, vomiting fire, and foaming with all 



6$ 



the appearance of a tremendous ttontt. 
Ships rolled upon the bosom of the deep ; 
and men, who appeared wild with distress, 
and panting in the agony of terror, were 
exerting tiiemselves to save their lives, 
and preserve their ships from the pointed 
Tocks which environed them. This sight 
of horror drew tears from our eyes; and 
we burst into ^ exclamations of sorrow. 
When lo! in a moment, the sun being 
admitted into the apartment, the scene 
vaiushed, and we saw nothing but the 
hangings wMch formerly adorned the 
^wall. 

Would the son of Coashhind forsake the 
land of his iuthers, and wander to r^ons 
virhidi the glorious luminary of heaven 
scarcely deigns to irradiate with his golden 
4i>eams,' to learn tricks lUce these ? Surely 
tliere are jugglers enough in Hindoostan, 
who would, for a small reward, insiruct him 
in the mysteries of the magic art; and as 
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the devils tliqr employ ue of our opna 
country, they must be of a le^ pemidoiis 
nature than those of strangers. 



So far from being guided by wisdom, the 
kws by which these people are goreriMd^ 
are abominable and absurd : witidi I shall 
demonstrate to you by the foUowing S^%b, 
of which I was myself an eye witness, 
during my short abode at their canap. 
like you, I had sufiered my mind to be 
prejudiced in Ckvout of a people whose 
conduct had been so favourable to oyr 
nation. The order and regularity which 
prevailed among them, impressed me at 
first with the highest idea of tiieir virtue 
and MTtsdouL I had as yet seen no appear- 
ance of any religious ceremony among 
4hem, when, on the third day after my 
arrival, my attention was attracted by a 
procession, which I immediately supposed 
to be in honour of their Dewtah. Curious 
to behold the nature of their ceremonies 
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u^on dm owMimi, I foUowed tiie pco- 
oetuoB, at wkichpaxt of the camp «$si0t* 
ed. When lo ! to mj equal aurpme $md 
hxTor^ I b^eld one poor soldier stripped, 
tini uf^ and almost laeerated to death; a 
tivmsaiid iasiies being inflicted upon his 
Baked sbottUers* That one of their prieats 
aiioaid have un^forgooe all this involun* 
tasy peaaace, would not have aurprised 
sue. We every day see instances of greats 
aisfferti^ than this^ inflicted by our Fa- 
keen upon their own bodies. But I could 
not forbear astonishment, when informed, 
tiiat this cruel ceremony was performed as 
a ^nushmeBt upon a soklter, for the trif- 
ling crime of purloining a few rupees from 
one of his officers. Doubtless, thought I, 
the aools of the people must be very pure, 
is whose eyes so small an oifence can seem 
iMttfay c^ io great a puniahment. 

Whtie I yet ruminated upon the scene 
wfaioh I had witnessed, I was called to 
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the t»t of an officer, who had, evier smce 
my arrival at the camp, treated me with 
great kindness. I had not long conversed 
with hun, (for he spoke very good Mhors) 
when several of his brother officers came 
to visit him. They conversed in their 
own language, and appeared, from the fxe*^ 
quent bursts of laughter which escaped 
them, to have entered upon a very plea- 
sant topic. I was unwilling to lose the 
knowledge of a discourse, which seemed 
to produce so much mirth ; and applied to 
my interpreter for information. . He told 
me the subject of their merriment, was 
the dishonour of one of their own country^ 
men, a Chief of rank and eminence, whose 
wife had suffered tte torch of ter virtue 
to be extinguished, by the vile breath of 
a seducer. How great, cried I, must be 
the torture awaiting the wretch who could 
be guilty of so great a crime ? If the poor 
pilferer of a few rupees was doomed to suffer 
so severely, what must the man undergo, 
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who could basely contaminate the bed of 
his friend, rob him of his honour, and des- 
troy his peace ? If the weight of the pu- 
nishment keeps pace with the gradation in 
atrocity, iilfiagination can hardly paint to 
itself any thing so dreadful as the suiFer- 
ings to which this wretch ipust be con- 
demned. Thid observation, repeated by 
my Mounshi, redoubled the mirth of the 
company; and I heard, with astonishment> 
that the dishonour of one of these iUus- 
trims Europeans was to be compensated, 
not by the punishment of the aggressor, 
aot by the sacrifice of his life, and the 
degradation of his family, but by a sum of 
money! Can virtue subsist among a peo- 
ple, who set a greater value upon a few 
}»eces of silver, than upon their honour ? ^ 

This circumstance did not fail to destroy 
the impression I had received in fevour of 
these people. But I should, perhaps, have 
remained some tim^ longer among them, had 
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I not beheld a deed so honible, aa filled my 
8oal with indignatioo and diagust Ye$, 
my misguided friend, I saw these heroes^ 
whom you falsely imagine so pure;^ so 
harmless, so fiill of piety and benevolence 
'I saw them-— my heart shudders, and my 
hand trembles while I relate it, I saw them 
devour, with looks that betokened the 
most savage satisfitction, the sacred oS^ 
spring of a spotted cow* Yes^ Zaarmilla, 
this unhappy calf, for whom a thousuad 
Sims of Brahma would have ritked theit 
lives, was slain at the conunand of these 
inhuman Europeans, and devoured by 
them, without one pang of remorse ! 



Does not nature itself revolt at such an 
actimi? And, had any spark of religions 
knowledge enlightened their minds, would 
they not have perceived^ that the calf they 
slew was, if not so leaned, at least more 
pious, and more uncontaminated by the 
corruption of impuxe ideas, than them- 
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selves? Tell me no moie of the virtiie oi 
&UC& meiL And no more, I conjure thee, 
tlunk of incurring the wrath of Mahadeo, 
l^ dishonouring the Cast^ and forfeiting 
its sublime privileges, at the instigation 
of a curiosity, which has doubtless been 
kindled in ihj mind, by the powerful 
charms of magical incantations. These 
spdls would probably have failed i|i their 
effect, hadst thoo not incurred the displea* 
sure of the I>ewtab, by neglecting to per* 
form the duty to which every Hindoo is 
bound ; the indispc^sible duty of marriage. 
Four jrears have elapsed since, in obedience 
to the command of my father, I married 
the daughter of the reverend GopauL She 
was ill-^voured, and of a bad temper : 
so that, being disgusted with her peevish- 
ness, and still more with liie plainness vS 
her ooimtenaooe, (for in a beautiful woman 
many errors may be forgiven), I parted 
with her some months sincei^ anilpresenting 
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her with her ayqmm shadee, «ent her baek to 
the house of her father. I will, therefore, 
with great pleasure, accept of your i^ster 
for my wife. With this intention, I some 
time ago inquired after her disposition, 
aiul heard that she was beautiful, and good 
tempered ; which is the utmost perfection 
m women. To what purpose should they 
have Judgment or understanding ? were 
they not made subservient to the will of 
man? If they. are docile, and reserved, 
with enough of judgment to teach them 
to adorn their persons, and wear their 
jewels with propriety, and never presuming 
to have a will of their own, follow impli- 
oitly the direction of their husbands, jstudy- 
ing his temper, and accommodating them- 
selves to his humour, it is. all that can be 
wished for. As to all that you say of the 
cultivation of their understandings, I can 
cmly look upon it as the ravings of a dis* 
tempered imagination. 
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Bad as my opinion is of those English 
Christians^ I cannot possibly imagine them 
to be so absurd as to give learning to 
their women. Allowing it possible (which 
I am very fitr from allowing), that these 
creatures, whose sole delight is finery, who 
were bom, to amuse, to please, and to con- 
tinue the race of man, should be capable 
of entering the sacred porch which, leads 
to the temple of knowledge, what would 
be the consequence of their being admitted 
to it? would their steps be steady enough 
to conduct them through the labyrinths of 
that awful fane? No. Contenting them- 
selves with the first tinsel ornament that 
caught their eyes, they would come out at 
the first opening of vanity; and, having 
made a deposit of their gentleness and hu- 
mility, would clothe themselves with the 
robes of arrogance^ and rest dauntless upon 
the hollow reed of self-conceit. Such are 
the consequences that would result, fronfi 

VOL. I. r 
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t ihe fooliah attonpt, of teaching wraaea 

ncure than nature deft^;iied them to know* 

Let Zaarmtllm thertsfiDdre^. hearken to the 
voke of reason; and, at the same time 
that he gives his sister to be the wife of 
his friend, let him accept for his sjKiuse 
the sister of Maandaara. Without being 
strictly beautiful, her countenance ih jxleai^ 
ing : a mole of extroaoe beauty is seated on 
her cheek ; and her eyes sparkle like the 
gems of Gokonda. She has been taught 
humility and obedience, and ha& never 
conversed with any man, except her father 
and her brother. I know so well the tezH 
derness and extreme lenity of thy dispO'^ 
sition, that it is necessary to. caution thee 
against extreme indulgence, and to put 
thee in mind of the words of the sacred 
Shastra,* which sayeth, " that a man both 
day and night must keep his wife so much 

"* See Halhed's Tninslatif n of the Gentooi Laws. 
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m subjection, that she hy no means be 
mistress of her own actions. If she have 
her own free will; notwithstanding her 
having sprung from a superior Cast, she 
will nevertheless act amiss.** 

If thou art inclined to dismiss the spirit 
of delusion, and listen to the voice of thy 
friend, I will meet thee, not at Ferroch- 
abad, but at Rampore; as, through the 
interest of certain friends, I have some 
hopes given me that Fyzoola Khan may 
look upon me with the eye of kindness, 
and probably restore me to the possession 
of my fathers. I have just received intel- 
ligence of the arrival of Sheermaal from 
£ngland ; whither he was induced to ac- 
company the great man to whose service 
he had lent the assistance of his abilities ; 
and from him I make no doubt of receiv- 
ing such information respecting the coun- 
try he has seen, as will satisfy thy mind, 



74 



and restore thee to the right use of thy 
understanding. 

What can I say more? 
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LETTER III. 

jRrom/AcSAME to the Same. 

Th£ powerful influence of the GoitteriCy^ 
which I have employed some expert and 
holy persons to use, in order to dispos-. 
sess thy mind from the influence of the 
magic of the Christians, will, I hope, be 
^ded in their operation by the following 
account of the observations of Sheermaal, 
during his abode in England. 

If, then, Zaarmilla has any value for the 
peace of Maandaara, he will instantly quit 
the wild and fantastic project of seeking 

''' A Gentoo incantation. 
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for truth in the regions of darkness ; and, 
remaining in the land of his fathers, receive 
the gifts of happiness into the hosom of 
content. 



Let thine ears now listen to the words 
of Sheermaal ; and from his experience he 
thou contented to receive the fruits of 
wisdom. 
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LtlTtER IV. 



The Brimin Sbeermaal^ to Kisheen Neea^ 

Maandaartt. 

Th£ letter of the noble and illustrious 
Rajah, I have read with the most profound 
respect ; and, at thy request, * shall hasten 
to reqiov^ from his eyes the film of preju* 
dice, and to convince him that the opi-* 
nions he has conceived, concerning the 
Christians of £ngland, are altogether false 
and erroneous. I do not wonder, that the 
enlightened mind of the noble Raja]} should 
have conceived a predilection in favour of 
a people, who seem destined to make so 
conspicuous a figure in the annals of Asia. 
As a race of brave and daring mortals^ 
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chosen by Vccshnu ta curb the fury of 
destructive tyranny, to blunt the sword of 
the destroyer, and break the galling fet- 
ters of the oppressed, I, and every Hindoo, 
must unite with him in pronouncing their 
eulogium : but as to the principles which 
actuate their conduct, their religion, their 
laws, and their manners, the mind of tiie 
noble Rajah has been immersed in error. 

The learned Posdit, whose fame has ex- 
tended from the walb of Lucknoo to the 
banks of Barampooter, * had sufficiently 
opened my understanding. It became 
evident, that whatever was in any degree 
excellent or admirable, throughcmt the 
Bobor Log^e,t was an emanation from the 
shadow of wisdcxn^ a ray of light obliquely 

f 

* The Translator must acknowledge, that the fame 
of this learned Pandit has not readied so ftr as to 
acquaint her with his name. 

t Habitable world. 
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dartiBg from the sacred volume which 
issued from the chambers of the deep** 
To ascertain the certainty of this truth, I 
determined to visit the remotest comer of 
the habitable world, and in the bosom of 
experience I have found the expected con- 
viction*-)* 

Let not the noble Rajah be deceived. 
Let him not vainly imagine the Christians 
to be in possession of such an invaluable 
treasure as the Shaster he describes; a 

* The Vedas, or Hindoo Scriptam* said in thdr 
all^orical mythology to have been recovered from the 
sea, by the God Veeshnii, in jthe form of a fish ; who, 
after slaying the giant Hayagriva, tore from his belly 
the sacred volumes which he had profanely swallowed, 
retumed with them in triunqih, and pMsented them to 
Brahma. A pipt of Veeshnilk performing thb ceremony 
is given in the second volume of Maurice's Indian Anti- 
quities. 

t The meaning of the Bramin is rather obscure; it is, 
however, sufficiently obvious to establish his characteir 
as a 9y$ttmaHc traveller. 
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Shoster pramalgating the gloiioiit hapm of 
immortality ; calculated to produce the 
universal reign of peace and justice^ tfae 
exercise oi the purest henevolencie^ and 
the most perfect virtue : Let not the Rajah 
think, that the knowledge of such a book 
as this exists among Christians. If it did^ 
is it possible, that in the ten years in 
which I have intimately conversed with 
Christians of all ranks and orders ; mili- 
tary commanders, chiefs invested with the 
powers of civil authority, and men idid 
made the study of literature their employ* 
ment and delight ; is it possible, I say, that 
1 should never once have heard of such a 
book ? Let the noble Rajah be the judge. 
» 

That a book of atieient origin, vulgarly 
called the BtblCy was once known to the 
English, I have had certain information ; 
but that it is far from containing doctrines 
of such a nature as the Rajah has announced 
h evident: as the first proof ^f wisdon) 
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wfattch a yoioi^ man gives to the wofH 
n^on his issuitag from the schools, is to 
speak of it with a faiecoEmBg degree of con- 
tempt. Indeed, to extirpate from society 
all regard for the pernicious doctrines it 
eoBtains, faafi long heen the primary object 
of att^tion to the enlightened philoso- 
phers of Europe. How jnudi the book is 
devested by these sage philosophers, may 
easily be infbried^ when I declare, that of 
the vcMxy philosophers I have met witb^ 
who had most vehepiently spoken and ' 
written ^against -it, not one^teul contami*- 
nated himself, by deigning to examine its 
ctmtents. One of these great men, a pro^ 
found writer of history, has given to the 
world a work more Toluminous than the 
Mahabbarat, more brilliant than the odes 
of Sancha, undertaken, and accomplished, 
as I was well assured, with the benevolent 
purpose of convincing his countrymen of 
the superiority of the Mahommedan to the 
Christian faith. Whether these enligbfc- 
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ened men will ever really succeed in their 
intention of establishing the religion of 
Mahomet in England, is, however, in my 
opinion, rather doubtfuL . 

However alluring the doctrine of polyga- 
my, and the view of the Mahommedan para^ 
dise, may be to men of taste and sentimeaty 
there are some obstacles which, I appre- 
hend, would, in the opinion of the people, 
be insurmountable. The chief of these I 
take to be the prohibition of wine, the 
strict fast of Ramozin, and, above all, the 
injunctions* concerning the treatment of 
slaves, which are so mild and generous, 
that the Christians of England, who are 
concerned tn the traffic of thetr fciUowr 
creatures (and who form a large and reapec* 
table part of the community) would never 
be brought to submit to its authority. 

* See Sale's Koran, and Hamilton's translation of the 
fledeya. 
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IProtn the delusive opinion entertaiAei 
in the suUime mind of the lU^^ of the 
religion of the Christians, he will, no 
doubt, be inclined to imagine, that their 
philanthropy embraces the wide circle of 
the human race. How far the rule of 
*^ doing to others^ as they would be done 
by, in the like case,'' actuates the Christians 
of £ngland, may. be learned from the fol- 
lowing history of my voyage. 

As I attended the family of a great man, 
I had the advantage of being accommo- 
dated on board one of their ships of war, 
a huge edifice, whose sides were clothed 
with thunder. This mighty fabric con- 
tained near seven hundred people, govern- 
ed by a few Chie£s, whose commands were 
obeyed with the quickness of the light- 
ning's glance, and the frown of whose dis- 
pleasure was followed by the severity of 
punishment. We had made two-thirds of 
our voyage to the coast of Britain^ when 



* siiip s^peiBured at a dtttanoe, which, our 
^ilftil BuurineiB soon peredvtd to be ia 
distress. I had so crfteD wttaesaed what i 
thought to be the exercise of crndty dnv" 
ing my abode in thk sea-borne foitreaa, 
that I did not expect the distiesstts at 
people, whom they had never seen, wonlcf 
excite much of thdr cosBpassion. In 
this, however, I was mistaken. To my* 
astonishment, every ^bit was instantly 
made to afford relief to these strangers ; 
and I beheid the toil-^trengihened nerval 
of these lions of the occwa strained, by 
the most vigorous exertions, to save the 
almost sinking vesseL At length, the 
object of their labours was effected ; andr 
they, who had been so zeakma to save,> 
now ^>peared perfectly indili^rent to the' 
expressions of gratitude and-admiration,' 
which were poured out by tiie people 
whom they had so gallantly deUvcred from 
the jaws of destruction. Our carpenter 
was employed to repair the breaches in the 



UBfortimatei twiel; aiod, as. the wntber 
w^ now cabn^ Gark»il^ led the principal 
people <of our company to visit the sliip of 
the strangers. I was among the number* 
But Oh ! that I amid obliterate from my 
mind the mem^iy of a Mene, the horrors 
of which no p^n can describe, no tongue 
can litter, no ima^nation conceive. It 
was aa ilnglith vessel, which haxi been on 
a voyage to the coast of Africa, from 
whence irl was now proceeding to the 
British settlements in the West Indies, 
with a cargo, not of silver and gold, not 
of costly spices and rich perfumes, but of 
some hmulTeds of the most wretched of 
the human race ; a cargo of slaves ! These 
attseraUe bcmgs were here huddled toge- 
thes in. the squalid ceils of a moving dun*> 
gson. Their unccmth screams, their dis*- 
mal groans, their countenances, on which 
were alternately depicted the images of 
fury, terror, and despair, the clanking of 
their chains, and the savage looks of the 
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white barbarians who ccnmiiejided thesi^ 
exhibited such a scene as mocks desqrip^ 
tion. 

Surely, the magnanimous Rajah will 
not imagine, that the perpetrators of 
this cruelty could be the professors of a 
religion of mercy. No. Had a ray of 
knowledge enlightened their understand-* 
ingSy through the tawny hue of the un- 
lettered savage, they would have reeog* 
nized the emanation of the creating Spirit; 
they would have perceived the kindred 
mind, which, in its progressive course 
through the stages of varied being, might 
one day inhabit the bodies of their ow'n 
offspring. For my part, when I contem* 
plated the scene before me, I anticipated, 
in imagination, the few swiftly rolling 
years, which might change the abode of 
the souls of these 'tyrant whites into the 
frames of woe-destined negroes ; while 
the present victims of their cruelty would. 
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in tSieir tinms, become the masters, and, 
seiemg.the soorpion whip of oppression; 
retaliate their present sufferings with ait 
the bitterness of revenge. But, alas ! . the 
diviae ;doctjriiie of retribution is unknown 
to these Christians. No dread of after 
punishment restrains the remorseless hand 
of cfiielty ; no Apprehension of the ven-^ 
geance of an offended Deity, diverts them 
from the greedy pursuits of avarice, or dis- 
turbs, the enjoyments of luxury. For let 
it not atagg^er your faith in my veracity, 
when I inform you, that all this aggregate 
q£ Inmo^an misely is incurred, in order to 
prdcmre a luxurioij^ repast to the pampered 
appetites of these voluptuaries, and thai 
the unhappy negroes are torn from their 
'Counjkry, their friends and families, for no 
other purpose, but to cultivate the sugar- 
cane; a work of which the lazy Euro- 
peans are themselves incapable. 
VOL. I, k: 
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When I mention the slaves of (%m* 
tians, let not your ims^Bfination turn to tlie 
bondsmen of Aua, ar if their situatioiif 
were parallel. No. By the mUd laws of 
our Shaster, and even by the less benevot 
knt institutions of Mafaommed, sla^wfr are 
considered as people who, hiaying batterad 
their Uberty for piroteetion, are entitled to 
the strictest justiee, lenity, and indul^ 
gence. They are always treated with 
kindness, and are most frequently tile 
friends and confidants of their masters. 
But with these white savages, these mer* 
eiless Christian^, they arie doomed to suffer 
all that cruelty, instigated by avarii^ and 
intoxicated by power, can infliet. ^ Ah I 
beloved Hindostan ! l»ppy oounlry I pan- 
disc of regions ! the plant which in the 
trans^Atlantic islands is fattened wijth the 
blood of the wretched, with thee raises 
its blooming head, a voluntary offering to. 
thy pure and innocent children. That 
luscious cane, which the inhabitants of 
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Europe puich^ae by the enoraumsr mass of 
vmtayj is an iix banks a£ tiie Gahga, tfae^ 
esciiriiiM pfopcrty. of the famghmg Deity, 
the Jieart^pterohigr Canw : with it the (on^ 
ai J^y^ 'forms : the bow, from which ha& 
flowery, shaftai are tfas'Qwnlal? ifaie sons of 
me&;^ with it l3ie^ blameless hern&t ap^ 
probcihea the alters of t&e rural Gods ; aad 
ftcmi it the simple repaats of the favoured 
of Veeshmi recetYethdr highest relish. 



iny observations on the^ religion of 
the people of £nglandi stop not here. To 
obtain complete information npon thie 
subject, was the object I kept per|)etualiy 
in my view, And I hope it is knoi»m to> 
the Rajah, that a Bramin of my c)iar^ctep 
is not easily to be deceived; Xbecuston^ 
of dedicating the seventh day to acts of 
piety and devotion, is mentioned by the 
Rajah as an institution, admirably calcu* 

• * ikt thB Idtroduiatioit. 
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lated . far keeping up the spirit of a. reii-* 
gion, which was intended for the punfica^ 
tion of the heart, and of which the duties 
of penitence . and 8elf*examination formed 
constituent parts. Alas ( how grossly has 
his simplicity been imposed upon. .It is 
indeed observed as a holiday by the lower 
Casts^ and spmit by some of the indus- 
trious orders of meclmnics in the innocent 
amiisement of walking in the fields, ac- 
companied by their wives and children. 
By those of less sober manners, it is em- 
ployed in the indulgence of gluttony, and 
the most depraved intemperance. By the 
higher Casts, it is altogether unobserved, 
except as a day particularly propitious to 
the purpose of travelling, A select num- 
ber, from all the different Casts, occasion- 
ally amuse themselves by attending, for 
an hour or two, on the mornings of that 
day, at certain large buildings, called 
Churches ; a practice which they, doubt- 
less, continue in conformity to some an- 
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cient custom, the origin of which is now 
forgotten, though the practice continued 
to be partially observed. Curiosity once 
led jnc into one of these churches, where 
a young man . dressed in white began the 
performance of the ceremony. Had it not 
been for the carelessness of his manner, I 
should have been tempted to believe that 
he was engaged in offering prayers to the 
Deity; and, so~^far as the extreme rkpidity 
of his utterance would permit me to judge, 
some things he said so plainly alluded to a 
future state of existence, that one, less 
truly informed than I was, might have 
been led into a belief that some such no- 
tions had actually been entertained among 
them. The ceremonies of this day • were 
concluded by an elderly priest, in a black 
robe, who read, in a kthguid and monoto- 
nous tone, from a small book, which he 
held in his hand, a sort of exhortation ; 
the truths contained in which, seemed 
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equally indifFerent to himself and to his 
audience. Nor did the little attentioh 

• 

that was paid td his discourse 6eem tcgive 
him any offence, or to impel him to speak 
in a more energetic manxier ; , thoug^h 
it probably hastened his oonclasion; at 
which he had no sooner arrived^ thto the 
countenances c^ his auditors brighten^], 
and they congratulated one another on 
their being emancipated from the fatigue 
of this tiresome cereinony. 

Had I never penetrated farther into the 
character of these Christians, I should 
haVe considered them as beings altogether 
incapable of a serious and profound atteiv 
tion to the performance of any religious 
duty ; but a deeper investigation con vine* 
ed me of the contrary, and that in the 
performance of such ceremonies as they 
deemed of real iOTporZ/^^ce, Ihese trifling 
people could evince a degree of assiduity 



a;ad p^fievomice, %hit w^uld have donf 
|a«mtmr to a Sanee aas^e.* 

T^ Titj^ to :which I allude may, in my 
f^inioii, easily be traced to the sacred 
iii$tit^tiKi>n8 of the beloved of Brahma; 
l^e nat^oQ which i^ the pure fountain of 
all hitman wisdom. 

• r 

To the intelligent mind of the noble 
Rajah, it is well known how our great an- 
cestors, imcomparable in wisdom, ordained 
such mystical representations of. the su- 
perior intelligences, as it is not lawful for 
any but the most holy and learned of the 
Bramins to explore-t The most pious of 
the sacred Cast, after purifying themselves 

* A religious recluse. 

t We are now in possession of so many accurate 
engravings and minute descriptions of the extraordinary 
sculpture which decorates the temples of the Hindoos^ 
that there are few readers to whom a detail of them 
would not be superfluolis. 



from worldly thoughts^ by years of absti- 
nence, spent in the silence of solemn 
groves, are, by much application, and un- 
wearied study, enabled to perceive the 
true meaning of those representatioas 
hewn in the stupendous rock, or carved in 
the lofty walls of ancient edifices, which^ 
to the eyes of tha vulgar, appear uf^couth 
images of stone. And it is doubtless from 
this wise example of our ancient Bramins, 
that the priests of all religions have learn- 
ed the art of concealing the simplicity of 
truth, under the dark and impenetrable 
cloud of symbolical mastery, which none 
but they themselves can fully explain. 
The knowledge of the vulgar is the death 
of zeal. But deep is the reverence of 
ignorance. 

It was not then, from the people en- 
gaged in the rites I mention, that I could 
expect information concerning them ; but 
I had a better instructor in the depth ojT 



&s 



tny owti sagacity, which soon taught me^ 
iiiat the object of their most serious devo- 
tion was strictly analogous to the synibols, 
of our Dewtah, not indeed cut in the solid 
rock of gloomy caverns ; not hewn on the 
walls of sacred temples; but, correspon- 
dent to the trifling genius of these silly 
people, painted upon small slips of stiff 
paper! Neither is the manner in which 
these .devotions are performed exactly 
similar to ours. It is not necessary that 
those devotees should perform the seven 
ablutions; neither do they rub their bodies 
with earth; neither do they cover their 
heads with cow-dung : and, instead of so- 
lemn prostration before these painted ob- 
jects of their idolatry, they take them 
familiarly into their hands, and toss them 
one after another upon a table covered 
with green cloth ; turn them up and down, 
sometimes gazing upon them with momen- 
tary admiration, as they lie prostrate on the 
middle of the table; then again, seizing 
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them with holy trdour, they turn. them 
hastily upon their facM* . And to this Poo^* 
jah * of idola^ termed c ABDa, do the ma^or 
)Murt of the people devote their time ; sft* 
crificiag every enjoyment of Itfe^ as well 
as every domestic duty^ to the performanoe 
of this singular devotion. 

It is said, that it is incumbent anfy on a 
^ professed hermit utterly to renounce his 
pas$i<ms» and worldly pursuits ; but that it 
is sufficient for a domestic character to re^ 
frain from their abuse/ The zeal for the 
Poojah of cards inspires a more exalted 
d^ree of self-denial : I have kno¥m it lead 
its ardent' votaries to exclude the soul« 
enlivening rays of the golden sun, in the 
finest evenings of their short-lived sum-** 
mer; and while the nightingale warbled 
its tale of love to the listening rose, and 

• Worship. 
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all the beauties of nature glowed around 
them^ I have beheld them turn from the 
temptation with heroic firmness, and plac- 
ing themselves at the altars of their idols, 
retrain imraoveably fixed in that devotion, 
which absorbed the powers of their soul 

Xittte as I am inclined to coincide with 
the opihion of the Rajah, relative to the 
i^periority of the females of Europe in 
any other particular, I must confess, that 
in their unwearied assiduity to the Poojah 
of cards, they evince a degree of constancy 
acaixrely exceeded by a pious Yogee* in 
the act of penance* . 

* An order of religious recluses, retearkabk for the 
.rigorous performance of the penitential duties^ esteemed 
by the Hindoos so essentially necessary toward the ad- 
Tancement of their happiness in a future state. The 
voluntary penances undertaken by these pious Yogees, 
are frequently so severe as to eKcite an equal degree of 
astoni^ment and hornor. 
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The languor, so visible in the counte- 
tiatices of the people assembled in the 
church, was never to be <flbserved during 
the performance of this more important 
ceremony. Here, even the very Priest lost 
the apathy which had there so strongly 
marked his countenance. The attention 
of his fellow worshippers was no longer a 
matter of indifference to him. His zeal 
was kindled into fervor, and broke forth 
into the severity of reproach against a 
female who sat opposite to him, for exhi* 
biting some transient mark of negligence 
in the performance of the duty in which 

she was now engaged. 

^» 

Universally as the Poojah of cards is 
establrshed throughout the country, it has 
not, in the remotest provinces, been able 
entirely to supersede another species of 
idolatry, which has clearly, and indisputa- 
bly, been borrowed from the manners of 
their eastern progenitors. This is no other 



tiljm the worship of certain birds, and qua^ 
drupeds, which are held so sacred by their 
worshippers, that the preservation of their 
lives Occupies^ I am well assured, many 
volumes of their, .laws, and^has employed 
the chief study of their sapient legisla^- 
tors. I should have wished to obtain 
much information, upon a subject so curi- 
ous ; . but all that I could learn, was, that 
the provhicial Rajahs, devoted to the wor-^ 
ship of these animals, are mostly sprung 
from the first Cast. (A certain proof of 
their Brammical origin.) They despise the 
vain pursuit of literature ; and, conscious 
of their native and inherent superiority, 
they pique themselves upon their ignorance 
of all the sciences that are in esteem among, 
the lower orders of men. 

From such exalted personages much in^ 
formation was not to be looked for : but- 
a circumstance which occurred while I 
j.oumeyed over the remote parts of the 
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kingdom^ threw suffident light upon the 
subject. . 

In one particular, however, the higher 
Casts in that country must be ackju>virf 
lodged to differ widely from the lace - of 
Brahma. — ^They are deficient in hospitality i^ 
Never did I see the doors of a great maa 
open' to receive the wearied traveller : the 
milk of his cows flows not into the stran** 
^r's dish. Nay, so very rude and inhos^- 
pitable are the manners of the people of 
high Cast, that once upon a time, when, 
being overtaken by darkness in a rainyr 
evening, I attempted to procure lodgings^ 
for myself and my attendant^ at the house 
of ojtkt of th^e provincial Rajahs^ which' 
was situate near the road, I was not only 
denied admittance, but repulsed with the 
language of contempt, and necessitated to 
continue my route, in a dark and stormy 
evening, till the sight of a peasant's hut 
cheered my heart with the hope of shelter. 
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i was' not disappointed ; for in this country 
%he spirit of hospitality is only to be found 
beneath a roof of. thatch. The decent 
is^atfw, who inhalHted this lawly hut, re^ 
ceived me with looks of cordial. welccme. 
Five blocming children snrrounded the 
blazing fire, whoscf diecrfal light was re* 
fleeted from the bright utensils that adorn- 
ed the white wa&hed walls. My first ap- 
pearand dismayed the little train, but 
some canned sw^etmeatf, with which I 
presented them, q^iickly reconciled them 
to my complexion. The genii, who de-* 
light to revel in the troubled air^ howled 
aroimd this humble dwelling, and pouring 
the dashing torrent froQi the black<-bosoin» 
ed clouds of night, they heard with joy the 
thunder's roar, while nimbly following the 
lightning's flash, they exulted in the min* 
gled tempest. The pale hue of terror sat 
upon the matron's cheek : she listened, 
with anxiety and impatience, for the voices 
of lier husband and her son, who were QOt 
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yet returned from the labours of the day : 
and while her own fean increased with the 
horrors of the tempest^ she employed her^- 
self in appeasing those of the infant group, 
who clung to her, demanding, with accents 
of clamorous sorrow, the return of their 
father and their brother. 

When the storm, a little abated of it3 
violence, the little creatures ran by turns 
to the door, eagerly peeping into the dark 
abyss of night, in hopes of discovering 
their approach. The anxious mother add- 
ed fuel to the already blading fire ; again 
she swept the unsoiled hearth ; and again; 
adjusted the chairs, which had long been 
placed for the reception of the supporters 
of her hope. At length, the well known 
steps were heard; every heart fluttered 
with joy, and every little hand was stretch'- 
ed out, eag^ to receive the paternal and 
fraternal embrace. The old man and his 
sojj were for some time occupied in fe*^ 
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turning the caresses of their family ; which 
they did with the tenderness of affection : 
and then the venerable master of this hum- 
ble abode came forward, to welcome me 
to a share of the comforts it afforded. He 

had looked at me earnestly for* some time, 

> 

when, to my utter astonishment, he ad- 
dressed me in my native language. The 
Mhors he spoke was but indifferent, but 
it was intelligible, and more charming to 
my ears than the music of the seven genii. 

Ill order to account for what appeared 
to me such an extraordinary phenomenon, 
he told me that, in early life,' he had been 
tempted, by the God of Love, to win the 
affections of a damsel, whose beauty had 
touched the heart of the village Lord. 
The place of wife, in the establishment of 
this great man, was already occupied by 
the daughter of a neighbouring Rajah; 
but^ he had probably been convinced by 
the philosophers, of the propriety of tfie 

VOL. I. L 
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system of Mahommed; and thought that 
the danisely though the daughter of a me- 
chanic, would be no unworthy ornament 
of his zenana. It is not to be wondered 
at that he should be filled with indignation 
at the presumption of the young peasant, 
who dared to interfere with his pleasures^ 
and disappoint his schemes, by marrying* 
the object of his hopes. It is not propev 
that inferiors should be permitted to defeat 
the intentions of their Lords with impunity- 
This great man was of the same opinion ; 
and, in the height of his resentment against 
his successful rival, he had him torn from 
the arms of his bride, and sent in a com- 
pany of soldiers, who were all collected 
in the same arbitrary manner (probably 
as a punishment for the same sort of of- 
fence) to the East Indies Here this un- 
fortunate martyr to love spent eleven years 
in the service of the Company, in the rank 
of a petty officer: when having, by, his 
economy, saved a sum sufficient for the 
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purpoaei3 pf humble competeDGe, be ob- 
ti^m^d leave to return to }m native cotm- 
try* As the gay pejauaut, though forced 
tQ obey tiie pressure of the changeful 
hreeze, stitl clings to ij» beloved maat, aud, 
at the return of «very short-lived calm, 
flutlier* romnd the object to which it was 
m youth united^ $q the heart of this ho- 
nest peasmtj in ail the storms of fortune, 
hovered roimd the cottage that contained 
his wife aod child. At length, her obscure 
retirement was gladdened by his presence^ 
By the employment of her needle, she had 
procuriod, durmg im absence, an honour- 
^le jand virtuous suhsi&tenice for herself 
and ison. The littk fortune he had brought 
ixQtti India was lost by tJbe villainy of the 
a^ent into whoae hands he had entnusted 
it. But in tile endearment^ of niutJial 
affection, this honest couple had a fund of 
ielicity^ which the malice of fortune could 
w>t destroy. Both the good man and his 
son found employment for their industry, 
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in cutting down the trees of a neighbour- 
ing wood ; a work which had been com- 
mitted to Uieir care, and amply recom* 
penced their diligence. When they return- 
ed from their labour, the cheerful appear- 
ance of the well ordered family at home^ 
the smiling Welcome of the little iimo- 
cents, and the affectionate tenderness of 
the worthy matron, presented to them a 
reward which went farther than the gifts 
of fortune have power to penetrate: — it 
reached the heart 

The recital of these circumstances was 
made to me during the most cheerful re- 
past that I ever saw Christians partake of. 
When it was ended, a ceremony ensued^ 
which having never seen practised at any 
other period, I have reason to think pe- 
culiar to themselves. Upon a hint from 
the old soldier, his eldest daughter pre- 
sented him with a very large book, from 
which, with a clear and solemn voice, he 



107 



i:ead some admirable instructions and ex- 
liortations. The sublime and corhmanding 
cneigy with which these precepts were 
expressed, might lead to a conclusion, that 
this was a copy of the same Shaster with 
which the departed Saib Percy presented 
the learned Rajah: but many obstacles op- 
pose themselves to this supposition. Could 
ure believe that a book of such distinguish- 
ed authority, unheard of among the learn- 
ed, and totally unknown among the supe- 
rior Casts, should yet be found familiar in 
the cottage of a peasant ? It is too absurd 
for the shadow of probability to rest upoii. 

But to return to the religious rites of 
these simple people, which, as I have ob- 
served, differ essentially from all that had 
hitherto come within my observation ; for 
instead of the Poojah of cards, which at 
that hour would have been performed in 
the families of the higher Casts, when the 
old man had shut the book, he knelt 
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down, his wife and blooming infants fol-^ 
lowing his example. The latter clasped 
their little hands, and held them np to 
heaven, while he lifted up his voice, call-* 
ing upon the unseen, omniscient, and im« 
mortal Preserver, to bless them, and to 
accept from hearts of gratitude the ofFer^ 
ing of praise and thankfulness. I cannot 
account for it, but there was sometlring^ in 
this whole ceremony which greatly affect- 
ed my mind ; and I could not help, while 
I listened to the simple, but fervent devo- 
tion of this virtuous labourer, feeling for 
him a degree of veneration, even superior 
to what I had experienced for the Priest, 
whose zeal had been so conspicuous at the 
Poojah of cards. 

In the morning, the same rites were 
again repeated ; after which, I took leave 
of this innocent and happy family; the 
old man insisting that, as I had come some 
miles out of my way, his son should ac- 



109 



company me to the village where I had 
directed my servant and horse to meet me. 
The lad willingly oheyed the commands 
of his faXheTy and we set out together. He 
was a handsome youth, of about twenty 
years of age, and of a sensible and intelli- 
gent countenance. Taking a path through 
SL com field, it being now the latter end 
of harvest, we met a young peasant, who 
carried a gun, which he frequently fired, 
to frighten the crows and other birds 
from the grain. My companion took the 
^weapon of destruction into his hand to 
examine it : and in that unhappy moment, 
in which the Goddess of Mischance pre- 
sided, a group of partridges appeared be- 
fore him : he involuntarily struck the 
flint; the report resounded through the 
air, and oh ! unfortunate destiny, seven of 
these sacred birds were laid rolling in the 
dust. He had no time to consider of the 
fatal deed; for, in a moment, two men, 
whom the bushes had concealed from our 
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view, darted on the guilty youth, wrested 
the weapon of destruction from his trem- 
hling hand, and, with many imprecations of 
vengeance, insisted upon his immediately 
attending them before the awfiil tribunal 
of assembled Magistrates, who were now 
exercising the sacred functions of their 
office in the neighbouring village. It was 
then I learned the real magnitude of my 
friend's oifence. For I was then informed^ 
that to preserve these sacred birds from 
being injured |by the unhallowed hands of 
any of the lower Cast, the severest laws 
were promulgated : and as the Zimeendars 
in the office of the magistracy, before 
whom these offences were tried, were all 
of them worshippers of the rural Dewtah, 
they never suffered the stern sentence of 
justice to be softened at the suggestion of 
mercy. 

As it is not good to forsake a friend in 
his adversity, we entered the temple of 
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justice together. In this awful tribunal, 
seated in two large chairs^ we found the 
offended Magistrates. The first of these 
judges seemed fully conscious of his 
dignity ; which was indeed very great ; 
uniting in himself the triple offices of 
Priest, Zimeendar, and Magistrate of the 
place. The other was a Pundit, learn- 
ed in the law; called, in the language of 
these people, an attorney. No sooner did ' 
the witnesses of my friend's guilty deed 
present the unhappy culprit before, them,^ 
producing at the same time the murdered 
birds, and the destructive engine of their 
dissolution, than the murmur of indignation 
arose ; the cause in which they were then 
hearing evidence was instantly dismissed : 
it was, indeed, only concerning a man 
who was said to have beaten his wife al- 
most to death ; a trifling crime, in the 
eyes of these Magistrates, when compared 
to the murder of seven partridges ! 
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The son of the soldier attempted to 
speak in his own defence, but was pre- 
vented by the first judge, who declared 
that the proof was sufficient for his con- 
demnation, and that he never would hear 
any thing in favour of a poacher, (a 
name given by this sect to the enemies of 
their idolatry). From the tone of wrath 

with which he pronounced these words, 

« 

I saw that the young man's fate was de- 
termined ; and when, after some consul- 
tation between themselves, the younger 
judge arose to pronounce his sentence, 
I expected to have heard the irrevo- 
cable mandate of immediate death; and 
knowing how vindictive the priests of all 
religions usually are toward those who 
have treated with contempt the objects of 
their superstitious veneration, I should 
have been well pleased to have com- 
pounded for his simple death, unattended 
by the tortures which I feared might be 
inflicted on him. Judge then with what 
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a mixture of astonishment and delight, i 
heard the mild and mefciful sentence 
uttered by the Pundit^ which pronounced 
no other sentence of punishment^ but that 
of paying a sum of money ? 

How universal is the sin of ingratitude ? 
When I expected to behold this young 
man embracing the feet of Ms merciful 
judges with grateful rapture, I heard him, 
with astonishm'enty , venture to ex;postulate 
with his benefactors upon his utter ina- 
bility to pay so great a fine. He men* 
tioned the situation of his parents; said 
they depended upon his labour for sup- 
port; and that, should his judges persevere 
in inflicting the payment of so large a sum 
upon him, it must deprive them of his 
assistance; or, by robbing them of the 
Ifttle savings of their industry, reduce 
their young ones to penury, and cause 
them to eat the bread of bitterness in 
their old age. " Let pity for my aged 
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parents induce you to soften the rigour of 
my sentence," cried the ungrateful youtfai 
*' and, though a thousand partridges were 
to start up before me, I swear I shall 
never injure one feather of their wings/' 
Alas ! his eloquence was lost. The judges 
remained inexorable : till at length, being 
touched with the sorrow of the young 
man, I resolved to address them in the 
best English I was master of. " Mild, 
upright, and merciful judges," cried I, 
''believe not that I speak to excuse the 
crime of which this young man has been 
guilty. No. I have ever been taught to 
pay respect to the Dewtahs of whatever 
country I was in. With the Persic Magi 
I have bent in solemn adoration of the 
solar orb! while, with other equally en- 
lightened nations of the East, I have 
demonstrated my respect for the qrocodilfe, 
the jackall, and the monkey. Since fate 
has brought me into this renowned king- 
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dom, I have» in the great capital, attended, 
with due solemnity, the Poojah of cards ^ 
and now, that I am made acquainted with 
the religion of the Rajahs of the provinces, 
I judge, of your feelings, most venerabk 
Magistrates, upon the present occasion, by 
what my own would have been, had any 
base bom sooder dared to lift his impious 
hands against one. of the sacred- cows who 
range the flowery mea4is of Burrampooten 
But. since, in the overflowing of your cle- 
mency, you have condescended to limit 
the deserved punishment of this audacious 
youth fo the payment of a fine, I hope 
you will extend the shadow of your good* 
ness so far, as to accept the money from a 
stranger." They stared' at one another, 
astonished, no doubt, at the boldness of 
my speech; but, nevertheless, were so 
k?nd as graciously to accept of the gold I 
ofi^ered them, and to suffer my companion 
to depart with me in peace. 
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After giving bim some good iidvice 
against meddling, in future^ with the Dew- 
tabs of the cinintiy, and presenting, him 
with some pieces of gold for his family, I 
dismissed him, and proceeded on my jour- 
ney. 

In the course of this tour, I had the 
courage to penetrate into the northern rc^ 
gions of this united kingdom of Britain, 
whete mountains, more stupendous thaa 
those of Upper Tartary, • heave their bare 
farown backs to the merciless arrows of the 
keen-edged wind ; where the bright<faced 
luminary of heaven is wrapt in the eternal 
veil of cknids and storms ; but where, in 
the uncultivated bosom of heath covered 
deserts, resides a people, w^ose origin is 
more lancient than the rocks whose gloomy 
summits overhaag their dwellings. 

■ 

« 

It was with a view of gaining some in- 
formation in regard to the chronology of 
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tfaos ancient nation^ that I was induced to 
visit it I had heard that the original Casts 
into which these, as well as other nations, 
had been divided at their creation, were 
here preserved in thdr (original pairity and 
perfection. For this is another particular, 
in which the Rajah of Almorah has been 
grossly deceived, or misinformed. Instead 
of being all of (^iv Cast, as he imagines, the 
people throughout Great Britain are divid* 
ed into three Casts, all separate and dis- 
tinct from edcl^other ; and which are com- 
monly known by the several appellations, 

of PEOPLE OF FAMIXT, PEOPLE OF NO FA- 
KILT, AKD PEOPLE OF STYI^ OT fasfaioU. 

The first two are of much more ancient 
origin than the other Cast ; which, indeed, 
appears to have sprung from an unnatural 
mixture of the others ; like the tribes of 
iSuhran Sunker, * in Htndostan. But what 
is extraordinary, and entirely peculiar to 

* See Oentoo Laws, |wge 43. 
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the Cast of peopk ^ style, is, that admid-* 
iion may be obtained by those who were 
not born in it, nay, who have sprung from 
the lowest of the tribe called people of 
iro FAifiLT ; and .these people, thus admit- 
ted, I have ever observed to be most tena- 
cious of the rights and privileges of their 
new Cast, treating those who still remain 
in that which they have leflt, with the 
utmost contempt, breaking c^ all connec- 
tion with them, and frequently denying 
(particularly in the presen^ of other peo- 
ple of fashion) that they ever had any 
acquaintance with them : an asseveration 
always made with peculiar warmth, when 
these newly made pe&ple of fashion are 
known to be under any particular obliga- 
tions to the PEOPLE OF. NO FAMILY. The 

mode of initiation into this Cast, I suppose 
to be made by the ceremonies of ablution : 
and certain streams, and springs, of mys- 
terious efficacy, are to be found in various 
parts of the kingdom ; where I have rea- 
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sou t0 lAiSskk the ^oeremoTiiids of iiiitiatibn 
are ttsualiy performed- A report to these 
s^ingS) <^alted waterhig-placeB, at certain 
s^eBSbnh df the jrear, beiiig prescribed to 
pe^ie &f itykj atid all the candidates for 
that Cast, as an indispenBible duty; 

/Among tiiese candidates, the most cer- 
tain ineth&d <of procuring success, is an 
asffiduouis dev^otion to the Pobjah of cards : 
liberal oli^rings of gold, at the altars of 
these Mt»tle painted id<^ls, having frequently 
pt1»i6urtgd tk«> honours of initiation, to the 
wfynl law-born, low-bred, and illiterate 
personages in the community. The flood 
of wealth, which the golden stream of 
commerce hiais diffused over the kingdom 
of Engkrtid, has greatly contributed to the 
eKaltiEitiott of this upstart tribe : but in the 
northei^ti kingdom, which is now blended 
with It (as Bahar is with Orissa) the bar- 
rier between j^cjp/e qfjimily^and people of 
nofamlyy has been too iSf!*ong for the tide 
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of wealth to break, too powerful for tiie 
teeth of tim# to destroy. I was extremely 
anxious to gain an insight into the chrono- 
logical annals of this most ancient nation, 
but could obtain none that was any wise 
satisfactory. By a strange custom, the cul* 
tivation of letters is confined to the peopk 
of no family ; who are at no pains to trace 
the origin of the first Cast, beyond that of 
their own ; but by my own observation, 
confirmed by the hints I received from all 
the people qffamUtf with whom I conversed, 
it is evident that a period of many thousand 
years must have elapsed between the crea- 
tion of the two Casts. Indeed, to believe, 
that the venerable and exalted Cast of peo- 
ple of fcmiily should have sprung from one 
common parent with the peopk ofmfamhfy 
is equally absurd as to suppose, that in the 
revolution of the few years that are doom- 
ed to terminate a transient and uncertain 
existence, they should moulder into the 
same sort of du^ Base slander on the in- 
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kaient supcrimity of birth ! The minds gf 

the p€0pk (^ faimly are filled with too just 

* 

an idea of their own dignity, to admit so 
injiv^us a supposition. Conscious of the 
blessing of sitperior origin, the ancient 
Rajahs, and all who can boast a portion of 
their blood, pever fail to express a proper 
degree of contempt for the people of in- 
ferior Cast : nor can the possession of ta- 
lents, the attainments of science, or the 
exercise of the sublimest virtue, serve, in 
any degree, in their eyes, to lessen the 
invincible barrier that divides them. 

Together with the cultivation of let- 
ters, the e;xercise of the priestly function 
is usually confined to the second Cast, 
These men are morfe distinguished for the 
r^ularity of theix lives, and sanctity of 
their deportment, than for their dexterity 
at the Poojah of cards, which in the 
southern part of the kingdom is so essen- 
tial a requisite in the #ity of a priest. 



The cttemtmies of their rdigidu tte MflMf^ 
whai gimiiar to those ^ thd «Mtag«r; 
they are no stranger* ta fbe duties (tf 
hospitality, soxd reoMfniieSrd the eiftU^htei^ 
log study of literitture, iMth by th^ir ptt^ 
ctpt and example. I& all^het respects, 
the chai^Gteristic virtued, nAA. pemiUiaj' cm^ 
toms of this nation, ar6 so Evidently of 
Hindoo origin, that ilothingf but the m^t 
wilful blindness could make any oAe atoert 
the contraiy. 

As the illustrious Rajah« of Hindostitt^ 
when sitting in the midst of their wide- 
extended possessions^ foi'^t not to bend 
before the Bi^aniin> wh(^ to procure ndU- 
rishment for his family, laboureth in his 
garden, in like manner the ^opl6 Of Whom 
I speak, retain the dignity of their Castj 
even when compelled by ffoverty to exer-* 
cise any trade in order to procure a liveli^ 
hood: and as, in India, members Of the 
tribe of Brahma We frequently found cxet^- 
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cising the pinployinents of commerce an4 
agriculture, Bo, In thi$ ancient nation, dp 
people ^famly ofteiu conde^ieend. to be- 
come wwver$, 3hQ^uaker«, and barber3, 
without forfeiting Cast, or in the least 
abating of the high idea of their own in- 
herent superiority. It is not so with thi 
p^9pk0f ^yk; who, by entering into any 
of thesie employments, lo^e ^l the privi- 
leges of their Cast ; a circumstance which 
occasions numbers of the poorer branches 
of that tribe, to live in a humiliating state 
of dependence upon the richer, rather sub- 
mitting to any indignity, than run the risk 
4?f hsing Qa%t^ by working for their own 
subsistence. 

» 
The mode of living among these people, 

in Avhich animal food is scarcely known, 

is another argument in favour of their 

Hindoo origin. Much might likewise be 

said of the similarity of sound between 

Laird and Rajah; a similarity, which, in 
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the opinion of learned antiquarians, is 
more than sufficient to establish an ety- 
mology. Nor is this all; like us, they 
•consider themselves a distinct and Javour- 
edpeopky superior to the r«est of the inha- 
bitants of the earth, and do not fail to 
maintain, that whatever instances of cou- 
rage, magnanimity, or heroic virtue, are 
displayed by any inhabitant of the other 
nations of the world, would, in similar cir- 
cumstances, have been far exceeded by 
one of their own countrymen. 

These highly favoured people being too 
tenacious of their dignity to admit stran- 
gers (with whose pedigree they are unac- 
quainted) into the honour of their society ; 
the person, to whom I was chiefly indebted 
for information, was the lady, at whose 
house I lodged. She was of the people of 
far^ily Cast; sprung from an illustrious 
race; her fifteenth grandfather had been 
a mountain Rajah; and, in the ramifica- 
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tions of his blood, she could boast a degree 
of affinity to one-and-twenty Lairds ! She 
was forced, by the dictates of necessity, 
to make up articles of female attire for her 
maintenance, but never worked, as she 
herself assured me, for any but peojde of 
her (mn Cast; and I wasindueed to believe 
her, from the marked contempt with which 
I observed her to treat all who had the 
misfortune to be born people of no family. 
This was particularly felt by a young wo- 
man of beautiful person, gentle manners, 
and good education, whom this high-bora 
female, being equally ignorant of ortho- 
graphy, and arithmetic, was under the 
necessity of employing as an assistant in 
her business : and whose conversation, had 
it not been for the difference of the Casts 
from which they sprung, I should have 
greatly preferred to that of her mistress ; 
but the cousin of one-and-twenty moun- 
tain Rajahs had too just a claim to my 
v-eneration, to be put in competition with 
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the paltry advantages of youth, beauty^ 
talents and understanding ! 

It was in this house I observed, with 
pleasure, the practice of that admirable 
degree of abstemiousness, the reverse af 
which, had, in the southern part of the 
island, so frequently excited the feelings 
of horror, and disgust. The servants of 
this illustrious Bibby did not sit down 
together to excite one another to acts 
of gluttony, and intemperance ; but, after 
long and rigorous abstinence, they snatch- 
ed the scanty morsel of simple viands 
which their prudent mistress had allotted 
for them ; nor, even at her own table, did 
I ever see a meal displayed, of which the 
most holy hermit might not have partaken 
without breaking his vows of self-denial ! 

Thus hath thy servant clearly refuted 
two of the propositions of the misguided 
Rajah: and proved, in the most satisfac- 
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tory maimer, and from the -most undoubt- 
ed authority, that if such a Shaster as he 
speaks of ever did existy it is now become 
altogether obsolete^ and entirely unknown ; 
that the only devotion known to the ma- 
jority of ^he community is the Poojah of 
cards and partridges ; ^nd that the people 
of Great-Britain are, at this day, divided 
into separate Casts, as. distinct from e^ch 

other as the Bramin from the Kettrie, 

\ 

There are other errors, into which the 
noble Rajah has suffered his mind to be 
led, which J could with equal ease refute, 
did hot I know how easily the mind of a 
great man is disgusted by prolixity. 

What can I say more ! 
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LETTER V. 

From the Bramin to Maandaanu 

Let the commands of Maandaara be 
obeyed. In the plenitude of my desire to 
open the eyes of your misguided friend, 
I hasten to proceed to a more particular 
description of the education and manners 
of the females of England; which the 
illustrious Rajah has so erroneously con- 
ceived to be in some measure inlBuenced 
by the doctrines of that obsolete Shaster, 
which seems to exalt the dignity of the 
female mind to an equality with that of 
the lords of the creation. 

I shall begin with an account of the 
usual mode of conducting the education 
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of females in England. How far that is 
of a nature calculated for " lighting the 
tor^ of reason, and expanding the germ 
of intellect," let the wisdom of the Rajah 
decide! 

During the period of infancy these 
Christian females (whose souls are, in the 
erring mind of Zaarmilla, deemed so pre- 
cious) are permitted to receive their first 
ideas from mercenary attendants, always 
ignorant, and frequently vicious. When 
the rising plant puts forth the tendrils of 
•curiosity, which may at pleasure be direct-- 
*ed to the tree of knowledge, or suffered to 
twine round tJie hollow bamboo of preju- 
dice and folly : at that period, lest from 
the coWersation of fathers, or brothers, 
these young females might, peradventure, 
acquire some degree of information, they 
are removed from the possibility of such 
deplorable consequences, and placed where 
science, reason, and common sense, dare 
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not Xq intrude. In these seminaries^ far 
from being treated as " beings, whose in- 
tellectual faculties are capable of progress 
sive improvement through the ages of 
eternity," their time is solely employed in 
learning a few tricks, such as a monkey 
might very soon aoquire ; and these are 
called accomplishments ! 

Judge how ridiculous it would be to 
make creatures, believed to be accountable 
to their Creator, for the employment of 
their talenta* and the improvement of their 
virtues, spend the most precious years of 
life, in running their fingers over certain 
bits of wood, which are so contrived as to 
make a jingling sort of noise, pleasant 
enough when one is a little succustdmed to 
it, but which, in the manner executed hy 
them, very seldom equals what is every 
day to be heard from the itinerant musi- 
cians that practise in the streets ! 
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Atiotlie^ ingetitoud cotitnvatice for filling 
up that portioti of tifte, which th^ friehd 
tff Maandaara suppose to be eitij^loyed lA 
th6 acquisition of useful knowtedge, is, by 
the jii^sistance df ^ master (whos^ attetid<- 
ahe^ i* p^id fot at a VaAt expence), tnaking 
'vt'lr^tched imitatiOti^ of tfecfs, atid flowed a, 
atid this is called learning to paints! It 
spears as if gfeat ^rt Was takeii tb kViAd 
the possibility of the female pupils ever 
arriving at any degree of perfeetion in the 
att, as I am well informed, that not one 
ift five hundred is fever caprf)le of copying 
from iiAtuFe, or of doing any thitig^ when 
left td herself, t^it is not ina^y degrees 
inferior to the little pictures which may be 
purchated for thfe Value of a rupte. 

Aftothir indispensible part in the edu- 
cation of females of every Cast, of every 
rank, and in every situation, is the know- 
ledge of the language spoken in their 
neighbouring nation. I was for some time 
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at a great lots to know what rea80ii> cduld 
be assigned for so strange a custom, and, 
after many conjectures, I rested in ^hp be- 
lief, that as the French nation waa> fre- 
quently at war with the English, it niight 
either becustomjiiy to send die women as 
Hircarrahs,* into the camp of the enemy, 
w, in case of defeat, to employ them, in 
procuring terms of peace, which, from the 
remarkable complaisance of their advei;sa^ 
ries to the female sex, it might be sup* 
posed, would be negociated by the Bibbyfi 
with peculiar advantage to their country. 
I was, however, forced to give up this 
conclusion, on being assured, that after 
years spent in the study of the language, 
as it is taught at these excellent semina* 
ries, few are capable of reading, and still 
fewer of conversing, with any degree of 
fluency in this tongue ; and that the only 
real advantage resulting from it was, that 



Spies. 



133 

by what they knew of it, they were ena^ 
bled to uBderst^uid the peculiar terms be- 
l<Higtng to the articles of dress imported 
fr^Mn that country, which had aa acknow* 
ledged right of imposing its fashions on 
the other nations of Europe. 

Dfess is, indeed, one science in which 
full scope is given to the faculties of these 
females ; and the love of it is^ at the great 
schools of the Christians, so successfully 
inculcated, that it remains indelible to the 
latest period of life. Nor is the mode of 
education I speak of confined solely to the 
children of the higher Casts, it extends to 
all, even to the daughters of tradesmen, 
and mechanics, who are employed, during 
the years, of improvement, exactly in the 
manner I have described. All the differ- 
ence is, that at inferior schools, where in-' 
ferior masters are employed, the girls do» 
not, perhaps, arrive at the art of running 
their fingers over the bits of wood, called 
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Keys of a Harpsichord, with an eqMl de^ 
gree of velocity ; th€y make rather more 
execrable copies, q(S ihotc wretched pic* 
tares ; and the knowledge they acquits f>f 
the French language does not, f)erhaps> 
enable them to ran oyer the nattier of the 
new fashions, with an equal degree of vo- 
lubility ; but as to making any attempt at 
instructing the daughters of Christians, in 
any thing use^l to themselves, or society, 
the idea would be deemed equally ridicu- 
lous in aeminari€ts of every class. 

So far all is right We behold ]vomen 
moving in their proper sphere; learning 
IK) Other art, save that of adorning their 
persons ; and inspired with no other view, 
but that of rendering themselves objects 
of pleasure to the eyes of men. But how 
shall I astonish you, vrhen 1 unfold the 
extreme inconsistency of the foolish Euro- 
peans, and inform you, that these unin- 
structed women are frequently suffered to 
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become entimly theii: own misfcre$S(es; 
sonustiiDes «Qtru9tied with ikf^ munage*^ 
meut of Ivge estates^ and left at liberty 
to aict ibr thdnadves! Nay, that it. is no 
xaicoxBmon thiBg for a man; w^ho may^ in 
other rcsapectfty hy no meaiKS he considered 
a$ a &0I, to leave his ichildxen to the caie 
a£Ms^inimri by ^ich means i have fre- 
qpiciatlff Men a httie family cast upon the 
cans, and depiending for protection, on a 
pcetty^ helfless being, inoi^able of any 
idea, savse ,that of chess ; or of any duty, 
except the Poojah xif cards ! How much 
iriser is ibe institution of Brahma, by 
which cmatures, mcapable of acting with 
propria for themselves, are effectually 
put mat o£ the way of miaci^f, by being 
bucn^xl with the bodies of their hus- 
band6.^^Wise regulation t Laudable prac* 
ticel by which the number of old women 
is so ^ectuajlly di^iinished ! 
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From what I have formerly said, yott 
will observe, that woipen do actually 
sometimes carry on certain branches of 
trade ; but to infer from this, that they 
are generally esteemed capable of business, 
or receive such an education as ta enable 
them, if lieft destitute of the gifts of for- 
tune, to enter into it, would be doing tbem 
great injustice. No ; in that country, as 
well as in this, all men allow that there is 
nothing so amiable in a woman as the 
helplessness of mental imbecility ; and even 
the women themselves are so well con- 
vinced of this, that they would ccmsider it 
as an insult to be treated like rational 
creatures. The love of independence isj 
therefore, a masculine virtue, and though 
some few females are unamiable enough to 
dare to enter upon some employment for 
their support, this conduct is very much 
discouraged, and not pnly properly dis- 
countenanced by the men, but held in ab- 
horrence^ by all women, who entertain a 
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proper • sense of the amiableness of female 
weakness. The females, who belong to 
the Cast of people of styte^ are particularly 
zealous in reprobating the exertions of 
female industry, and are careful to employ 
men only, in ail these branches in which 
fortuneless women have audaciously en- 
deavoured to procure" subsistence: Forthisr 
reason, when a family, by any of those 
misfortunes occurring in a commercial 
country, happens to be reduced to poverty, 
the daughters of the family are either left 
a prey to ghaunt-eyed indigence, or doom- 
ed to eat the bitter bread of dependence, 
administered with sparing hand, and grudg-^ 
ing heart, by some cold relative ! Equally 
ignorant, and equally helpless, as the fe- 
males of Hindostan, their situation is far 
more destitute and pitiable. By the ad- 
mirable institutions of our laws, it is or- 
dained, " that a woman shall by no means 
be left to herself, but that, in case her 
nearest relations are incapable of talcing 
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care of hetv tditt duty shall devoke up<» 
the Ma^Aratfe/'* But, among the Chm- 
tiina of Englwd, they asv^ us, destitute of 
protection »s of instruction. ; 

The iBtsguider. of %ht isi^ of ZurmiUa 
has;, it mmkt be confeeeed, mi&ed seme 
truth Mrith the abundance of his fibehoodbs. 
When he told him, thai it was custexmary 
ioBi his country, to teach wmaen to read and 
wiite, h^ did not advance the thing whidi 
was not. It is true, that Idiey aM actu^ly 
taught both, though fet what pmpose 
those keys of Jcnowledg^ are put into their 
hands, it is not easy to imagine; few had 
consequences, however, aire footad to result 
from this practice, as tt is in general so 
wisely managed, as to be very little pjoeju^ 
dicial to the interests of ignorance; . and m 
seldom employed for lany other puiq^ose^ 
than that of reading motely tales of kfve 
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atkd muider^ of which care is taken to fur- 
nish them with an abundant supply, from 
certain storehouses of trash, called Circu- 
lating Libraries. 

The system of female education, such as 
I have dedciibed, is now almost universally 
practised over the island of Great-Britain ; 
though I have heard that, till lately, a 
system of a different nature was prevalent 
in the northern part of the united king- 
dom. There, instead of the Poojah of 
cards, it was then customary for the mo- 
thers of families to employ themselves in 
the education of theiir children, in teach- 
ing their daughters the duties of domestic 
life, and in instilling into their tender 
minds the principles df piety and virtue. 
Beneath a mother's eye, the young females 
were then sent to certain places of instruc- 
tion, called Day-scl|oolsr accompanied by 
their brothersTa practice which would 
inevitably lay the foundation > of a degree 
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of fraternal affection, inconsistent witli 
that sort of reserved and austere demeanor, 
which it is so proper for men to observe 
toward their female relatives. Nor was 
this the only bad consequence resulting 
from the practice of sending boys and girls 
to the same school.' In the pure hearts 
of the little innpcents, attachments were 
often formed ; which, in the minds of the 
young females, excited such a ^vish to 
excel, m order to render themselves ami- 
able in the eyes of their little friends, as 
was altogether incompatible with the pre- 
servation of ignorance. N«r did the evil 
stop here; being habituated to consider 
their young school-fellows in the light of 
brothers, they had none of that restraint, 
which, before company, seals the lips of 
the Boarding-school Bibbys, but behaved 
with the frankness that is natural to the 
pure in heart. By early discipline, their 
minds received such an odious degree of 
firmness, as often enabled them to sustain^ 
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with dignity, the most bitter decfees^of 
adverse fortune; and their bodies acquired 
such a repulsive degree of health, as ren- 
dered them equal to the discharge of every 
active duty. All these multifarious evils 
are now no longer to be apprehended : 
the system of their southern neighbours is 
now, I am well assured, practised with so" 

« 

much succesjs, that the daughter of a 
mountain Rajah will sqon be as amiably 
frivolous, as engagingly ignorant, as weak 
in body, and in mind,« as the pupil of the 
greatest fioarding-school in Louydon. 

There are other instances in which these 
females of England, M'^hom the infatuated 
jlajah has represented to himself " as ex- 
alted in the scale of being to the rank of 
rational, as capable of receiving the pure 
principles of virtue, and of steadily per- 
forming the various and complicated duties 
of life," are treated in a manner at which 
the soul of humanity revolts. Thousands, 
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ind ten thousands, of these Ghridttan wo^ 
men, being yearly suffered to perish in tbe 
streets of their great metropolis^, under tbe 
accumulated misery of want^ disease^ and 
infamy! 

We now think, with horror^ of the 
blood-stained altars of the ancient groves^ 
where, to appease the wrath of the Black 
Ooddess,* it was permitted that iuiman 
victims should be immolated: we paint to 
ourselves the agomjring feelings of the 
parent, when the blooming virgin was led 
forth, presenting a spotless offering to the 
sacrificial knife; and^ sickening at the 

* Callee, at the Black Goddess, is nhibiled k tbe 
IndiajD temples with a collar conpoaed of golden skuUs» 
as descriptive of the dreadful sacrifices in which she 
took delight. The timid and benign character of the 
Hindoos, has induced many to doubt in the possibility 
of these horrid rites having ever been practised in Indiii; 
but the proofs that are given in matiy lyf the Shatiseiit 
writings, of human sacrifices offeied, in ngnote age§^ to 
this truly infernal deity, seem too strong to be refuted. 
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thocigbt, we give praise to the viond 
YetshntXy at whose commands these hor- 
rid rited were termiaaited. But callous^ 
and Qi]tfeelii}g Eitglishmeti ! they endure 
to behold, with tlieir own eyes, sacrifices 
m one year exceeding in number all that^ 
in the course of revolving ages^ penshcd 
on the altars of Asia ! victims, not immo- 
lated to appease the wrath of the infernal 
Dewtahs, but sacrificed to th^ licentiow 
passions of unprincipled men. And yet, 
many of these men are so absurd as to pre- 
tend- to sensibility I Nay, so much is their 



conduct at war with their profefejions, that 
I have heard them* declaim, with apparent 
horror, against the holy ceremony of the 
virtuous widow throwing herself upon the 
funeral pile of her deceased Lord. Yes, I 
have seen those, who could witness the 
scene of misery exhibited in their own 
streets, without betraying one symptom of 
compassion, affect to shed tears of pity, at 
the description of a Hindoo female's volun- 
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tary. sacrifice, by which she attained glory 
here, and had the certainty of happiness 
hereafter! Is it thus, by a pretended feel- 
ing for imaginary sorrows, that the Chris- 
tian Shaster teaches men to exercise their 
benevolence ? Is it in conformity to any 
part of its precepts, that they can so freely 
grieve at equivocal and distant evils, while 
those which are before their eyes, excite 
neither compassion nor remorse ? 

However unfeeling others might be to 
the misery of the wretched females, one 
would thirik that the voice of nature in a 
father's breast would cry aloud, to save his 
offspring from a fate so dreadful ; but, deaf 
to her pleadings, parents themselves do 
not hesitate to devote the unhappy vic- 
tims, by means of an education which con- 
ducts them, step by step, from vanity to 
vice, reconciling themselves to all its dire- 
ful consequences, by a repetition of the 
cabalistic word genteel, which has such 
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a magical charm, as to change, in their 
opinion, the very nature of every species 
of madness, vice and folly ! 

Can a mind, pure and intelligent as that 
of Zaamiilla, delight to dwell with such a 
people? Is it from such a polluted stream, 
that the descendant of a thousand Rajahs 
would wish to imbibe knowledge ? Foolish 
project! Perverted ambition! How many 
choice morsels of Shanscrit literature lie 
mouldering in the temples of Benares, 
which he may rescue from the ravages of 
devouring woims, and be repaid with the 
words of wisdom I Hath the shallow in- 
vention of Europeans conceived any work 
equal to the Mahhabarat ? Can the apho- 
risms of their philosophers be compared 
with the Heetopades of Veeshnoo Sarma? 
or the imagination of their poets vie in 
lofty imagery, or sublime expression, with 
the beautiful dramas of the immortal Cali- 
das? Doth the wisdom-loving Rajah de- 
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Kght to tread the maze of logic ? let Hin 
seek for gratiiication in the Persian writ- 
ings of the Mussulmans; which^ though 
scarcely lawful for a Hindoo to peruse, 
are yet to be preferred to the absujrd writ- 
ings of Christian philosophers. 

Which of the lawyers of Europe has 
shewn himself more expert in involving 
the simplicity of truth in the deep mazes 
of perplexity, than the Imaum Aboo Yoo- 
scfff and the more illustrious philosopher 
Ib'n Edress al Shaflie?* What King of 
Europe could ever boast of a Minister 
equal to that Golden Pillar who supported 
the throne of the renowned Ackber? Or 
who, ih modem times, can, among them, 
be compared with the great Eradut Khan 
Waseh? The memoirs, written by that 
nobleman, is a gem of such transcendent 
worth and lustre, that its imitation as far 

* See Preliminary Discourse to the Hedaya. 
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exceeds ihe abilities (d the ftiny nobfes ^f 
Europe, as does ^ unshaken fidelity aaid 
magnanimous heroism of the illustrious 
tmter. In tnith, there was no point in 
irhicJi I was naore diaappoittted, than in 
^ state -of leanimg in £iightnd. By isbiuI-- 
titudes )of the peoipie of that conntry., the 
name, of Abul Fasel hiasinever heeh beaidi 
I cont^^aised with many, to whom the re- 
nowmof ¥dia& was unknown; and can with 
truth f^&ty that numbers who have the 
cToMicttT <>f ki^rnedj are yet so very igisio^ 
ranty .is not to know whether the great 
city of Canottge was founded by a Hindoo 
or a Mussuhnasi.^ 



With regard to the political state of 
<jhreat*Britatti, its laws andfonn of governs 
ment, I am x\pt qualified to speak ^with cer* 
tainty; never having been able to find any 
two people of the same <^Enion with i^s* 

« 

pect (to: any of t^tese points. - One ckcumr 
stance adiOQe mm^xed to he irrefrasafcir 
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established ; and this is a circumstance so 
extraordinary, that it deserves attention. 

Know, then, that the Visier, or first 
Minister, to the king of Great-Britain, is, 
at all times, the weakest, and most wicked 
man in the kingdom, and that there is not 
a man in England, however incapable of 
managing with propriety the simplest con- 
cerns of private life, who is not much bet- 
ter qualified than the Minister, to con- 
duct the complex and extensive business 
of a great nation ! You may, perhaps, be 
inclined to doubt, the truth of this asser- 
tion ; but when I inform you, that I repeat 
it not from vague report, but from the rei- 
terated and solemn asseverations of people 
of all stations, the point will appear incon- 
trovertibly established. 

I herewith send, for the gratification of 
your curiosity, a specimen of the painted 
idols of the Europeans, the examination 
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of wluth has lately employed much of my 
time. A rich field of conjecture is already 
opened, to the culture of which I shall 
willingly devote some of the remaining 
years of my existence. That the origin of 
the rites of these divinities may be traced 
to the favoured country of Brahma, will 
not admit of a doubt. The flower, which 
one of the Goddesses carries in her hand,^ 
bears such a striking resemblance to the 
Lotos, that, at first sight, any impartial 
person must recognise the adored figure of 
the bounteous Ganga. If any one of the 
figures 1ms any claim to European origin, 
it is that of Knave ; but who ever heard 
of a King of Hearts in the history of any 
nation of Europe ? In the course of a few 
years investigation, I do not despair to 
prove the real family of every one of these 
painted idols ; and, in the prosecution of 
this laborious work, I shall not disdain to 
imitate the method pursued by the anti-* 
quarians of England, for " wise men will 
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not diadaia to learn, even from thecoim* 
ael of foolfl." I recocmnend the^ to the 
profcecfcion of Veeahnu, and the:favK)iir of 
all the inferior Gdd$. 



What can I aay more ! 



•;m : 



I / 
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LETTER VI. 



Tlurd £ietter of the Bramiti. 

BEFOfiE the delivery of my letter into 
the hands of the Dauk,* I resfolved to re- 
examine the counsellors of memory, lest 
any circumstance, that could serve to en- 
light<m the mind of the noble Rajah, 
should, unfortunately, have been omitted. 
It was a happy precaution ! By it I am 
enabled to add to the proofs I have al- 
ready given of the Braminical origin of 
the English nation, one other proof, which 
establishes the opinion of the Pundit, be- 
yond the reach of human controversy. 

• Messenger. 
VOL. I. O 
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Let' it be known, then, to the friend of 
Maandaara, that the performance of the 
ceremony of the Purekah* is known to 
the Christian, and so much is the practice 
of its mysterious rites encouraged, that the 
most trifling and insignificant disputes are 
frequently referred to its decision : as, for 
example ; in speakjng of tfie ccflour of the 
eyes of a dancing-girl, one man should say 
that they were blaek, aikd another arer 
them to be blue, the oommdn niethod of 
deciding the dispute (either between jm^M 
qf^tjfle^ or sUch as patit for adaiktioa into 
that honourable Ca;^) is the fMStformaHee 
of Purekah. The method of performing 
this sublime ceremony, is not^\ it is trut^ 
exactly similar, in all respects, to that 
which is so piously observed i^ Iiiidia^ A 
little consideration on the geniii$ of the 
people, and their deficiency in I'eligious 

knowledge, wiU, howevepr^ account fot the 

» 

^ * Trial by Ordeal^ still {Mvotifed in Hindodan. 



1^ 

difference. In England, I liever heard 
that the perfotmcrsi of the Purekah took 
the pfecatitiOQ of preparing themselves for 
the award of fate, by the obserrance of 
long tod rigorous abstinence ; or that they 
were particularly assiduous in their acts' of 
devotion ; or that they bound themselves 
by any oath before the Magistrate to abide 
by the iofallible decision of the Gods. All 
these preparatory duties are, by these tri^ 
ling peopk) altogether omitted, and the 
eeremony itself, instead of being perform- 
ed, in the pfesdnce of the .Magistrate, 
md tht assembled people, ijs usually gone 
through, undei' the immediate inspection 
of only twa mimsse$. In the Purekah of 
the English, they neither thrust their 
hands into vessels filled with boiling oil, 
nor do they say to the Balance, " Thou, O 
Balance, art the mansion of truth, thou 
wast anciently contrived by Deities. If I 
am guilty, O venerable as my own mother, 
sink mc down ; but if innocent, raise me 
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aloft in air." Neither do they swallow 
poison ; nor cast an Idol into the water ; 
nor take into their hands the red hot iron ; 
nor make any use of the seven leaves of 
the trembling Pippel, or the seven blades 
of Dharba grass,* but by means of the 
diminutive Agnee Astors, called Pistols, 
the two disputants attempt to convey 
little leaden bullets into one another's 
bowels, or brains. In the opinion of some 
philosophers, a worthless fellow will con- 
tinue to be as much a worthless fellow 
after the performance of the Purekah as 
before; but in the opinions of the per* 
formers themselves, it has efficacy to 
change the nature of guilt, and to wash 
away the foulest spot of dishonour. 



What can I say more ! 



* For an account of tbe Indian Ordeal, in which all 

these methods are mentioned, see Asiatic Researches, 
yoL ii« 



1$^ 



LETTER VII. 



r 

Seeta Juin Zaarnailla, Rajah cf Almora ; to 
Kisheen Neeay Maandaara, Zimeendar 
of Cumlore. 

I BOW with reverence to Ganesa, and sub- 
fliit the ardent stru^les of my soul to 
^be decrees of friendship. The request of 
Maandaara I am unable to resist, even 
when bis arguments are too feeble to mak& 
any impression on my mind : though m^c 
reason is unconvinced, I am subdued by 
my tenderness ; and should consider my- 
self mi worthy of the name of friend, could 
I persist in tearing myself from my coun- 
try at the moment that Maandaara is about 
to b? restored to its bosoip. • Yes, my 
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friend ! I have this moment received the 
delightful intelligence, that the Firman^ 
which restores thee to thy Zimeendary, 
hath been issued ! Thou mayest return in 
peace to the land of thy fathers ! The 
Gods of Baandaresa shall be raised from 
their hiding places in the earth, to be 
placed upon the altars of his son: they 
shall see him perform the rites of hospi- 
tality ; spread his feast for the poor, and 
afford shelter to the oppressed. The Dai* 
vers, who deMgfat in bdioldiiig th« reward 
of virtue, shall hover round your dwelling. 
Seraswatee shall Mess your hours of study, 
and the bees of Gama, divested of their 
stings, shall pay you the tribute of pure 
and genuine sweetness* 

I have prepared Zaamarcanda for reoeiv* 
ing you as her husband. Her mind is too 
gentle to require the harsh, restraint of 
authority : let me, therefore, conjure you 
to treat h^ with tenderness ; and you will 
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be Mpay by that williog obedience, which 
is dfie ofhpnng of afFection, in a docile, 
and iogmaona mind. For my share, I 
dechure to you, that while I accept, with 
pleafure, of your sister for my wife, I, at 
the same time, must inform you of my 
intuition of acting ia direct opposition to 
your advice. From me she shall receive 
every indulgence. If she has aiiy under* 
standings I will take j^kasure in improving 
it: nor shall I dread any consequences 
that can anse fir^nn doing so. The more 
I mflditate, the more am I convinced, that, 
to tread firmly in the path of virtue, it is 
necessary that we should be supported by 
the staff of knowledge. Ignorance is th(^ 
mother of majgr folliea. 



tt ii with grief that I belief a mind, 
great and noble as that of my friend's^ 
darkened by the clouds of prejudice. Had 
you, with me» paid homage to Seraswatee, 
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the soul-oiUghtening Gpddras would hec^ 
iiispired you with ideas more worthy 06 
yourself: you would. not then have attoi- 
buted a desire to enlarge the sphere of 
knowledge, and an ardent admiration of 
eoLcellence, wherever founds to the inflii^ 
ence of magical spells^ or incantation. 

There is a period, beyond which^ if the 
human mind remains bound in the clmns' 
of ignorance^ it loses the power of expan- 
sion, and considers the existence of it in 
Others as the dream of illusive ixnagina- 
tibn. 

He who loosed the fetters of my uBder>- 
standing, who convinced me, by the cuLti-. 
vated state of his own, how high the 
minds of mortals might soar — the enlight- 
ened Percy — taught me to observe, that 
the negative ignorance in whicb the mii^ 
is. immersed, when excluded from com-* 
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itiecee with the world, is of a nature far 
\e»s obdurate, than that which has l^jeen^ 
rivetted by pride in the bosom of society^ 
Such is the ignorance of SheermaaL Hi$ ' 
mind was too much liarrowed, hy its own 
prejudices, to receive a fair impression 
from, new images. The few ideas which 
had beeii put into it, by his* first teacher, 
had been received without examination^: 
but retained with the partinacity of un- 
yielding pride. 

* 

Can be he a proper judge of the pecu- 
liar customs* of remote nations, who mea- 
sures every thing by the narrow standard 
of his own prgudices? Can he, who instead 
of making observations on the variety of 
human character, pronounces sentence of 
condemnation on whatever he does not 
understand; can he be qualified for com- 
mqnicating information to others? No. 
False an|) foolish will ever be the conclu- 
sions, of presumptuous ignoraace I 
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Ah ! "wkkBt a pattern might iBhMittaal 
have found in the travellers^ and the tra- 
vel-writers of Europe ! How many of these 
does En^and alone, every year, pour from 
her maternal bosom ! Happy for Sheer- 
maal, if he had followed the laudable ex- 
ample of their sapient youths ; how deep 
would then have been his observations! 
how important his discoveries I 

I am unwilling to speak with cbsrespect 
of a Bramin : I view the ignorance of this 
man Mrith pity, and should only give to bis 
prejudice the smile of contempt ; but I 
cannot perceive his malice and his falser- 
hood, without feelings of abhorrence and 
indignation. Is it for a mind, base and 
ignoble as his, to accuse the ingenuous 
and enlightened Percy of falsehood ? 

O that Maandaara could have known 
that incomparable youth! That he could 
have listened to his instractionSi while 
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every word he uttered, was like the vivid 
flash ot lightning, illuminating the dark 
expanse of night. He would then have 
been convinced, that^a mind, like his, was 
incapable of swerving from the rigid dic- 
tates of truth ; and he would have united 
with me in reprobating every attempt to 
calumniate his memory. Dear shall his 
memory be to Zaarmilla, while the blood 
of life flows through his veins ; and who- 
ever would shun my resentment, must be 
careful how they suffer the shadow of dis- 
respect to pass over the name of my de- 
parted friend ! 



I HAVE just received the two conclud- 
ing letters of that ignorant, and deluded 
Bramitt; who has instilled his base preju- 
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dices into the min^ of my friend. Surely 
some malignant Dewtah must have blinded 
the eyes, and fettered the understanding, 
of this unhappy man ; who c6uld not» 
othen^ise, have been so grossly deceived. 
— What ! during his ten y ear$ abode among 
Christians, nev^r to have heard of, or seen, 
the Christian Shaster ! That Shaster, the 
most abstruse and difficult doctrines of 
which are so carefully inculcated into the 
tender minds of youth, that every boy, 
who is sent to the University, is so per- 
fectly master of the subject, as to be able 
to give his solemn assent to the unerring 
explanations of his Church ! That Shas- 
ter, of which the precepts of Peace, - Cha- 
rity, Humility, and universal BeneVolence, 
form the basis of every law, and direct the 
practice of every Christian court! That 
Shaster I have studied with the strictest 
attention, and do solemnly assure you, that 
the virtues I have enumerated are as strict- 
ly enjoined to the Christians, as the per- 
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formaBce of Poojah to the Hindoo, or the 
'Fast of Ramozin to the Mussulman. The 
Mussulman fasts, and the -Hindoo per-^ 
fonns Poojah, according to their respective 
hws ; and can we believe that the Chris- 
tian alone treats with contempt the autfao*^ 
rity of his God? 

How could the lie-iloving Bramin expect 
to be credited, when he asserts, that Chris- 
tians enter into the traffic of blood 1 That 
these men, who walk by the rule of " do- 
ing to others, as they would be done by 
in the like case," invade the countries of 
the-defenceless, and seizing, with tiger-like 
ferocity, their unc^ending children, bind 
them in the galling chains of slavery, and 
devote them, as a cruel sacrifice, to the 
black Goddess of affliction ! Surely, such 
a representation cannot fail to appear in 
its true light to every one, who knows the 
jealousy entertained by the sublime Go- 
vernors of that enlightened nation, for the 
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purity of theit honour f 00 we not kaofr 
their notioiis of moral excellence to be so 
exalted, that even those Chiefs whom we 
have considered as bulwarks, raised by the 
icdmortal Veeshnu, to protect us from the 
destroyer, have fallen short of the standard 
of perfection erected in the imibaculate 
bosoms of their brethren at home ? And 
can such men be suppofcfed to sanction the 
traffic of human misery? Ah t how little 
doth he know of the undeviating reotitude 
of the British Senate! 



Indeed, all that he says upon the reli^ 
gtous rites practised by the English. nk>- 
tion, is equally false, and absurd. There 
is no such thing as any Ptiojah performed 
to bits of painted paper : neither are paN 
tridges held sadred. From examining th^ir 
Shaster, with the strictest accuracy, I am 
prepared to assert, that it contains not one 
word which could counfeen&Jice such ido- 
latry, Askdp ii^hetber it is likely that any 



m 



pnu?UceS| not warranted by it^ aotbOriiy; 
would be suffered to become preval^ht, I 
shall leave you to judge, after informing 
jqUf that», ia England, dp- aiaft is deeified 
qiiaJ[i^ied.fQr holding tv^n tlM meatiest em<^ 
{^fyxneut in the statei but by.thd pbrfor* 
m^^e. pf an act of the mfi^t^ sol^ntd dtevot 
t\qn : ^ Au a;ct wUch is pn^y ^afe. to tht 
ppiMl ^d the pi|re j and of whi(^h, to fit- 
ticipate ttQ)¥^Fthily^ , is declared to b0 a 
bj^nptts sfl^ ! , Ah ! how pure ixUist he ihe 
morally of si^ph a people ! 

As to what he says of the fri volons edu- 
cation bestowed upon Ch^stian womcA,^ it 
is sufficient to observe^ that it is utterly 
inconsisteot with the belief of the immorr 
tality and progressive improvemetit of the 
human soul ; it is, indeed, too fibsurd feO 
stand in need of confutation. Whra be 
<pan convince ine» that the men, are va{ii» 
volupt^ious, selfish, and u^j^t, . then shall 
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1 believe, that the women are ftivdous, 
and ignorant. 

In regard to what he asserts, of the dif- 
ferent Casts into which the people are di^ 
videdy I am not so well ^prepared to an* 
swer him. I only Icnow, that nothing 
like it appears in the Christian Shaster. 
The peopk qf/amltf, and the pecpk of no 
family^ are there put upon a level ; and^ at 
the time it was written, it is evident l3ie 
peopk of style had never been heard of. 

Ohi that it had been permitted me to 
have confuted the misrepresentations of 
this wicked Bramin^ by the imerring an- 
swers of ejpperience ! O ! that I could have 
followed the impulse of my own desires, 
in the glorious pursuit of wisdom ; and 
traced the obscure and distant path, by 
which Knowledge disseminated her trea* 
sures ovier the various regions of the 
earth ! Ah ! didst thou know what it has 
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cost me to reli&quish this favourite pur- 
suit; what self ctenial I have been obliged 
to exer^ ere. I could turn mine eyes from 
the enohantnig prospect that opened to 
my view, thou would^t esteejn this act of 
itiei^sfaip tnorej than if I had poured into 
thy lap the ajsoumulated ti;easures of my 
lathers 1 

Having <mce determined, thoa needst 
not fear tl^t oi^bt sjba;U have power to 
ishake my resolution* I swear to thee, by 
the name of my Ihther, that whik Pryma- 
v^a MveSf ZamwiUd will netm'Jhmake her. 

I shall be at Rampdre in the spa^e of a 
fortnight: there I shall give, to the arms 
of my fri6nd, the lovely and gentle Za- 
marcanda ; and roeeive thy sister for the 
partner of my bosom. After the perform- 
ance of our nuptials, I shall have the plea- 
sure of conducting you to the ancient seat 
of your forefathers- You will be received 

VOL, I. p 
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with joy by all the Ryots, a^d welcoiaed 
by every surrounding Zimeendar, with the 
sincerest satisfaction. You must, after 
this, return with me to Almora ; a;id there, 
where every scene recals to memcn'y the 
days of early felicity, we * shall renew the 
studies, and retaste the pleasures of our 
youth. We shall mingle our tears of gra- 
titude, at the tomb of the venerable Pun- 
dit, who first poured the bahn of instruc- 
tion into our young and tender minds. 

In the fair bosom of creation, and in 
the gorgeously enamelled vault of heaven, 
we shall, together, read those divine mys- 
teries, oyer which the wisdom of our holy 
Bramins has thrown a veil, that is impene- 
trable only to ignorance.* From these 
we will rise to the contemplation of that 

^ This expression seems fiivourable to the opinioii 
entertained by some of our own writers^ that great 
part of the Mythology of the Hindoos is nothing more 
than enigmatical representations of astronomical iacts. 
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Onmtadieat Sparit^ whose all-iuliag power ! 

Bi& 6om each. setise Mghtjeaan^gna beam 
Glows in the rainbow, sparkles in the i^lrew. 
Smiles in the bud, and glisten^ in the flower 

Tfaa^c]x>wn8 each y^val bo>rer; 
Sighs in the gale, and warbles in the throat 
Of every bird, that hails the blooming spring. 
Or telk his love in many a liquid note7 

1)^le eQi4tMrartiits toQoh the rind stnng, 

'Tm rocks and Ictfests* ring; i 

Breathes in ridi fragrance from the sandal grove. 
Or wh^re the precious musk-deer playful rove : 
}f^ 4«lf»Uwe fr9m dusfring ftuit distils, 
Aad ^nros 8ahi|»ricmsfin.tbe t^^ftl clove, ♦ 

Ma^ the sovereign Mayaf present to the 
mmd of Maandaara, an ever-varying assem- 

• This Staosa off the Hynmto Narmfena, by Sir Wil- 
liam Jones, is so expressive of the sentiments of the Rajah, 
Ihat the translator has taken the liberty of inserting it. ' 

t It win be sufficient here to preiuge, that the inex. 
tricable difficultiei attending material mhtanees, indue 
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bkge of fair idets ! but may that wliich 
18 dearest to his heai% be the friendship 
of Zaarmilla ! 



What can I say more ! 



ed nuuiy^ of the wimt HindoM '< to be^fe, UmI Hie 
mhiAe cmtioii wm nrtker an mergg than a w^'k, by 
iriiitli tbe InfiDite Beiai^. who is preaeiit at all timesy ip 
all places exhibit! to the minds of hb creatures a set 
ofpercepiums like a wonderful picture or piece of music» 
always Taried, yet always uniform ; so that all bodies, 
and their qualities, esust, mdeed, to every wise and use- 
ful purpose ; but exist only as far as they are perceived. 
This lUmem Operaihn of the Deity, the Hmdoo philo- 
sophers call Mi^a, or Deception,'' See the Atgument 
to the above mentioned Hymn. 



[In the correspondence of the Rajah 
we here find a chasm of several years. 
Though none of the letters bear any dftte, 
we have, from circumstanoes ihentioned in 
the preceding ones, concluded them to 
have been written toward the beginning of 
the year 1775. Those which folloiw, we 
presume^ could not have been written be* 
fore the year 1779, or 178a] 



f * 
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LETTER VIII. 

From the -Rajah Zaarmilla to Maandaiu'a. 
(Written from Earelke.) . 

May the powerfol Eendra f»e ever ptopi- 
tious to the most benignant of friends; 
and the Goddess Sree preserve his heart 
from the arrows of affliction ! . 

An opportunity offers, of which I am 
not slow to avail myself, of sending thee 
information of my health arid safety. Had 
not sorrow spread its raven wing over the 
beauties of every prospect, my journey 
might have been delightful. But, alas! 
to him, whose heart is oppressed by recent 
calamity, the face of nature is veiled in 
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darkness. My person was soon at a dis^ 
tance from the scene or sorrow, but from 
it I could not, by distance, disengage my 
mind. Prymaveda! my affectionate and 
fiuthful Prymaveda, expiring in my arms, 
was the, picture that every-where presented 
itself to my eyes. Her last low and feeble 
sighs, were still the only sounds which 
vibr£U;ed upon my ears. Change of scene 
afforded no alleviation to my grief, and 
time, whose tongue of fire devoureth all 
things, appeared to move with too slow a 
pace to leave me room to hope much from 
his assistance. One only source of conso- 
lation presented itself to my deeply wound- 
ed mind, it was the reflection of having 
contributed to the happiness of her whose 
image dwells in my heart Had I ever 
reproved with harshness, or indulged my 
pride in the morose exercise of authority, 
how insupportable would be the bitterness 
of my affliction ! 
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Iiefc Aot Maattdiun reprcMch his fnetui 
fbr indulging in those melaacboly reflec-* 
tions. The woiiuiii, whi> is Mtttched to 
her husband, will ^low the spit it of her 
departed Lord, even though cotidemiied 
to the regions of punishment; and shall 
my soul forget her who >ontiteth for me 
in the realms of dteth t She^ fVom whooi 
sprung my final deliverer!* She^ who waa 
the companion of my days, the friend of 
my hearty whose gentle manners, and pru* 



* Alluding to the ceremony of the Sradl^ which the 
Hindoos believe it necessary should be performed by a 
man's own son, in order to facilitate hb entrance to the 
vegiont of ftlidty ; it is, th€ifefbre, by theisr e^eemed 
t groat mUbrtvne lo ^e ^UMSew. In the dtaan of 
Saceotab, Daihnumit tM iananU his idft : «< Ahttitt 
the departed souls <^ my aneestors^ wbo ^lain a sbai«^ 
in the funeral «ake, which I have no son to offer, are. 
apprehensive of losing their due honour. — My forefii- 
thers must drink, instead of a pure libation, this flood 
of tears, the only offering which a man, "vvho dies dhild- 
less, can make.'' See Sacontala, page 125. 
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dent cduusels, smoothed the nigged path 
of lifer ^^ g^^^ vahie to every blessing. 
Bat, alM! the innocent vivacity, the en- 
dearing tenderness, which, but yesterday, 
vrem the delight of my life, are now re- 
calted but to aggravate my sorrow. But 
why should I, with the dart that rankles 
in my own bosom, wound the breast of 
my friend? Let me try to change the 
subject* 

At Bissoolee, I was received by my 
kinsman, with every mark of kindness. 
He endeavoured to divert my mind from 
the subject of its own griefs, by turning 
my attention to those great transactions, 
of which this Country had lately been the 

The first information that is given us 
upon any subject, that is in its nature inte- 
resting, and which is beyohd the reach of 
our own inspection, is so greedily received. 
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that the judgment we form upoa it i& 
equally prompt and decisive. I have fre- 
quently observed, that .such hasty ju(%- 
meat is, upon more full investigation, 
found erroneous; and here I had ample 
proof of the justice of the observatibn. 

When the fall of the Afgan Khans had 
taken place, we rejoiced to hear that this 
beautiful, and fertile province, was to be 
put under the administration of Beass 
Raye;* that pious Hindoo, who had shed 
so many tears over the misfortunes of his 
country. We imagined that he, who could 
paint the extortions, and oppressions of 
the Afgans, in such true and lively qo- 
lours, must necessarily be possessed of a 
good, and feeling heart. Alas ! the art of 
describing human misery, and the virtue 
of feeling for it, are two very different 
things. 

■ 

* See the RohiUa liiatory. 



177 

Thiftman, ^ho deeiaiinied so eloquently 
agidnst' the rapacity of' the Afgaiis, had a 
heart ^^ steekd by avarice, as to be imn 
pervious to every setttknent-of humanity. 
The country groaned beneath his oppres- 
sions, and his removal was considered as a 
deliversuace from the pestilence. 

After having spent a week at Biasodee,^ 
I toc^ lieave of my kind, but too officious 
kinsman/ and proceeded to Barellee. The 
approach to this city, through lofty rows 
of bamboos, v^hich forrii a continued ar- 
bour, surrounded on every side by gardens, 
flourishing in all the pride of beauty, ex- 
torted my admi^tion. , / 

I did not fail to visit the tomb of the 
renowned Afgan, who was so long the 
terror, and the glory of Kuttaher.* I 
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Hafiz Rbanrnt, a R^iulb ChK celebrated for his 
warlike talents, and uaprwfiipled anbition : by beti^y- 
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ohoie to vmi it alone There are mo- 
ments, when the aoul, absorbed in its owti 
reAectioaS) feek an elevation which k 
ineompattble with any so^ety. 



The sun had jiMt hid the splendour of 
his beams behind the hills of Bissoolee^ 
and night begun to spread her dusky cur- 
tain over the lace of nature, when I ap- 
proached the silent scene, where the tomb 
of the warrior was reared. Of that amhi- 



inig the trust of j^is friend^ and usurpiog the ioheritance 
of his wards, be put himself at the head of the Rohilla 
government ; and was killed at the battle of Cutterah, 
22d of April 1774- By those who ought to have known 
better, Hafis Rhamut has been confounded widi H afiz, 
the odebnted poet of Siiiraz, wbo flovrishtd about 
twf bundled years agou On eoosukisg the Parliameo* 
lary Register, we find Hafiz Rhamut, who was neither 
a poet nor a man of letters, introduced, as "famous 
thrcughimt the East far the ekganee of his literature, 
and the spirit of his fosUtei eoosfoskiisns.* ParCa- 
mentary Reghler, N#.76. page.f05« 
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ti^n, h^me the impetttous. caneer of which, 
the ba?s of g^atitude^x md of justice^ had 
been mnihilAtod ; that aonbitio^, insattahie 
u the oc^iXXf and e:«tqMive aa the fifioa^ 
iiieiit of hi^ay^fl, what were now the Umita? 
Small was the spot which eos^ined the 
fl^uWef ing r^maioa of hm^ who had struck 
the princea c^ the earth with . terroor. I Hat.* 
ened — but the thunder of .his Vfoioe .vtsas aaio 
longer to be heard. I looked — but the 
crowds of flattercics^ . who w^e wont to 
pay adulatoify homage to his smiles^ were 
no longer to be aeeit The world, which 
had beheld the Afgan greatness atiMs, like 
a meteor irom the womb of obscurity; 
-which had been da^ded by the bright- 
aiess of its ^lendour, and astonished by 
the celerity of its prpgrefis^ beheld, with> 
out regret, its utter extinction in this nar- 
row tomb. I indulged in these rev^ies 
the greater part of the night. The remain- 
der of my tiQie» at Bar)8U«e, was spent in 
making inquiries coriceming tl:^ remark- 
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able events vrHth hare taken place- in its 
vicinity. The difficulty of obtaining infbr^ 
mation was greater than I was aware of. 
Every <Mie, whom I applied tp for that 
purpose, I found to be so brimfiil of that 
part of the story which particulariy relat- 
ed t6 Umself, that I was obliged to listen 
to a volume of uninteresting aneodote^/be- 
five I could arrive at the truth. 

The ravages oooimitted by the troops of 
his Highness, after the battle of Cutte- 
lah,* were^soc^ as ha^M been constantly 
practised, by ' every victorious army ; but 
the contrast exhibited in the behaviour of 
the English, . was altogether new and un- 
common : such. as no Mussulman army has 
ever been known to practise ; and such as, 
I. greatly fear, they will never be induced 
to^imitate. 



* See RohiHa History. 
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. After having, by their courage and su- 
perior skill, decided the event of the day, 
irhile those for whom they fought, rushed 
upon the spoil of the defeated enraiyj anc^ 
in their avidity for plunder, were iflike re- 
gardless of the remonstrances of justice, 
and the dktates of humanity ; the gallant 
army of the English, satisfied with the 
gioty of victory, disdained all other spoil. 
They beheld, with indignation and horror, 
the behaviour t)f their* allies, and exerted 
themselves for the protection, and relief, 
of the unhappy sufferers, whom the suc- 
cessful fee had left destitute of ^very othet 
resource. 

All that I have heard in this place, re- 
kindles in my bosom the desire so long 
cherished, and so unwillingly suppressed, 
of becoming more intimately acquainted 
with a people, who have ever been the 
objects of my affectionate veneration. My 
xesdlution is taken ; and, in pursuance ^of 

2 
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ity as soon as I have perfonned the aet of 
pious ablution, in the sacred spot where 
the two wandering blessings of Hmdostan 
unite their waves, I shall, proceed to the 
£nglish camp. In listening to the instruc- 
tive conversation of these enlightened 
men, the selfish sorrows whi^h at present 
occupy my heart, may, for a time, be 
soothed into forgetfulness. I shall, per- 
haps,- renew my acquaintance with the 
friends of Percy. I shall, with them, have 
the pleasure of recapitulating the virtues 
of that amiable youth ; those virtues, whosfe 
fragrance perfumed my soul, and left an 
impression^ strong as the incense frmn the 
aromatic plant, which time has not the 
power to obliterate. 

Present Zamarcanda with the affection- 
ate remembrances of her brother. I would 
recommend my son to her affection, did I 
not know that her goodness will anticipate 
my wishes. To you, my friend, and to 



183 



her, I trust the precious deposit — the life 
of my life ! And to Camdhaynu my soul is 
expanded in prayers fgr your happiness ! 



vol. I. 
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LETTER IX. 



The Same, to the Same.. 

From the King^ of worshipped places,* 
the renowned Allahabad, to the most 
faithful 6f friends, Zaarmilla sends health 
and prosperity. While the divine mflii- 
ence of the sacred stream, into which I 
have so lately plunged, continues to re- 

* The Eogiish reader will find some light thrown 
apoo the subject of this letter, by consulting Mr Man* 
rice's Indian Antiquities^ who haviag traced the progress- 
of the Ganges, from the mountains of Thibet to the^ 
plains of Hindoostan, thus proceeds: '* Then flowing on 
through delightful pfauis, and diffusing riches and ver- 
dure in its progress, at Allahabad receives a rich tribute 
to its stream, in the waters of the Jumna» If we may 
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fresh my soul, I hasten to impart to thee 
the sentiments which have inspired my 
heart. But how shall I describe to you 
the transport with which I beheld the 
sacred spot, celebrated through all ages ! 
that spot, consecrated by the threefold 
junction of the sacred Ganges, the health- 
giving Jumna, and the unseen, but not less 
benignant Serraswattee ! I contemplated, 
with elevated rapture, the junction of 
those honoured streams, which here ming- 
ling their sacred waves, diffuse the ex- 
lisutstless treasures of fertility, and ver- 
dure, over • the most favoured of regions. 
From these blessed emblems of the mys- 



Mficve the Bramins, another sacred river^ called the 
SknaswaUy, joins these rivers under ground ; and, there- 
fore, this spot, consecrated hy the threefold junction of 
their waves, has ever been the resort of devout pilgrims, 
from every province of Hindoostan, and is denominat- 
ed, in the Ayeen Ackbery, — The King of worshipped 
Places f Maurice's Indian Antiquities, vol. i. p. 155. 
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tic union of the divinities, my soul, wrapt 
in gratitude^ ascended to the Alm^hty 
Creating Power, the grandeur of whose 
works is only to be equalled by his bene- 
ficence. 

In the lessons of the Tenerable Pundit^ 
who was our first instructor, and in the 
sublime writings of the great Imniaanes of 
the world, we have been taught to lift our 
hearts to Him, who alone is infinite in 
power and goodness ! But, alas ! the minds 
af all the Bramins I have met with here,, 
are completely engrossed by the mnl tipli^ 
ed symbols of his attributes. From their 
company, I have received no pleasure ; 
from their conversation, I have reaped no 
ii^struction. I shall, therefore, hasten the 
period of my departure, and, probably^ 
finish this lettet from Benares. 
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From the Queen of Science, the favour- 
ed seat of learning, the celebrated Benares, 
Zaarmilla again addresses his friend. 

Before I say any thing of a place of 
which you have already heard so much, I 
shall proceed to inform you of my visit to 
the English officers, in the garrison of 
Cbunar: 

As I i5topt t0 take some refreshment, at 
the distanjce of a few coss from the fort, I 
was informed, by my people, that some 
English officerfi, who had been out on a 
hunting party, were, at that very time, in 
the same village. I sent to inform them 
of my intention of visiting Chunar ; and, 
PL a £bw minutes, I was no less deiigbted 
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than surprised) to see Doctor Denbeigh 
enter the veranda, where I was then repos- 
ing myself. He saluted me with that glow 
of kindness, which is excited in the bosoms 
of the benevolent, by an unexpected inter- 
view with those whom the hand of time 
seemed to have separated for ever. He 
introduced me to his companions, the ur- 
banity of whose manners formed a strik- 
ing contrast to the plainness of their dress. 

On my arrival at Chunar, I found my- 
self as if I had been all at once transported 
into a new world. Surrounded by the 
English Chiefs, whose dress, whose lan- 
guage, and whose manners, were all so 
different from what I had ever been accus- 
tomed to, I could scarcely persuade my- 
self that I did not wander in the realms of 
delusion. . 

. At first) all Englishmen appeared to me 
to wear thd same aspect, and to have th« 



189 

same manners. But when wonder hatl 
sufficiently subsided, to admit of the calm 
accuracy of observation, I perceived that 
-ievery countenance had a characteristic dis- 
tinction ; a distinction which extended to 
the tones of the voice, and gestures of the 
body. This variety, like the Raginis which 
preside over music, * served but to render 
^Larmony more pleasing. The senior offi- 
cers smiled at the playful vivacity of their 
youthful friends, who frequently ventured 
to exert their wit in a manner that could 
not have failed to excite resentment in 
Jess amiable minds. The time of each 
was spent according to his own taste. By 
some it was employed in the pursuit of 
literature ; and I am certain it must exalt 

* The Raginisy or female passions, are the nymphs, 
ivhich, according to the beautiful Allegory of the Hin- 
doos, preside over musical sounds. A translation of 
some of the many Dissertations upon this subject, which 
are to be found ia the Shaoscrit language, is much to be 
wished for. 
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my new friends in the estimation of Mato- 
daara, when he is informed, that to the 
knowledge of the Persian , many of the 
English Chiefs add a considerable degree 
of information in the Shanscrit language. 
The time of vacation from immediate ser- 
vice, wasted by the Mussulman Comman- 
ders in voluptuous indolence, is spent by 
these more enlightened men, in studies 
which add to their stock of knowledge, 
and do honour to the genius of their coun- 
try. It is by Uiese strangers that the 
annals of Hindoostan, which her barbarian 
conquerors have sought to obliterate in 
the blood of her children, shall be restor- 
ed! Already have temples, palaces, and 
cities, M'^hich Calli* had covered with the 
mantle of oblivion, been, by the indefati- 
gable researches of these favourites of Ser- 
raswattee, dragged to light 



* Calli^ here ngnifies 
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The Pagodas^ 'whose lofty .summits had 
sustained the clouds, and palaces, which 
had once spread their golden fronts to the 
sun, proud of being the residence of the 
ancient Rajahs of our nation, now bow 
their time-worn heads to listen to the 
voice of strangers, and behold the sacred 
characters, inscribed upon their bosoms, 
familiarly perused by a people, whose na- 
tion had not sprung into existence at the 
time these towering monuments of Eastern 
splendour had commenced the progress of 
decay ! 

I found great difficulty in tearing my- 
self from the society of these gentlemen, 
from whom I experienced every mark of 
kindness and attention. The pain of part- 
ing was, however, in some degree allevi- 
ated, by the promise made to me, by two 
of these Saibs, to rejoin me at Benares. 
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I embarked, for the first time, on the 
mighty Ganges, and, turning my eyes to 
take leave of the seat of hospitality, I was 
struck with the appearance of the citadel, 
which seems to have arisen from the bed 
of Ganga : the piety of our fathers is still 
legible on the walls of this massy pile; 
nor has the guardian Dewtah forsaken her 
sacred chargei The seat of her residence 
remains entire. And though the refresh- 
ing breeze of morn wafts her to the seat 
of Science, she fails not to return to 
Chunar, before the sultry heats of noon.'* 



* The Fort of Ch^oar is said to be of the highest 
antiquity. In the citadel is a black marble slab» on 
which the tutelar Deity of the place is traditionally sup- 
posed, at all times, to be seated, except from sunrise 
until nine o'clock in the morning, when she is supposed 
to be at Benares ; during which time, from the supersd- 
tion of the Hindoos, attacks may be made upon the fort 
with a prospect of success. See Hodges' Travels in 
India^ page 56. 
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We gently floated down the utiruffled 
bosom of the Queen of Rivers, which ex- 
pands' itself on approaching Benares, and 
puts on an additional air of grandeur, in 
honour, it would seem, of this celebrated 
city. The city appears to have returned 
the compliment, and to have selected its 
choicest ornaments to deck the banks of 
its beneficent visitor. Numerous and beau- 
tiful are the Pagodas, all enriched by the 
piety, and adorned by the ingenuity of our 
ancestors, which see themselves reflected 
in the mighty stream. Some, in moulder- 
ing ruins, tell of the injuries they have 
sustained, not only from the insidious hand 
of time, but from the ruthless bigotry of 
the destroying foe. Innumerable Ghauts, * 
some of which are highly decorated, and 
embankments, which exhibit all the splen- 
dour and elegance of architecture, give ad- 

,- ' * Flights of steps leading up from the river. 
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ditional grace and beauty to this, most en- 
chanting scene. 

My reception from the Rajah was ex- 
tremely flattering. You will» no doubt, 
be anxious for my opinion of this inan^ 
who now fills so important a station. 

There is no trial so dangerous to virtue, 
as prosperity : had the father of this young 
man continued to occupy the office of 
Dewan to the Aumeldar* of the province, 
so long jfilled by his grandfather, and he 
himself succeeded to the same advanta- 
geous, thou^ subordinate employment, he 

* Bulwait Siflf, the fiitker ai Chtyt Sa^ ms 4e 
•on of MomeiMM^ a Bitiiiiii» who had been appointed 
Dewui (or gteward) to Rushem Ally, then Aumeldar 
(or governor) of the province of Benares; he supplanted 
hb master, and obtained the province for himself; anS 
this was the origin of a man, called, by some in this 
conntry, a sovereign Prince ! See Broome's Ehicidation 
of the Articles of Impeachment. 
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might, perhaps, have conducted himself 
with temper and discretion : but the height 
of his elevation has made him giddy ; he 
wishes to quit the staff which has hitherto 
supported him ; and by the assistance of 
which he has climbed to his present great- 
ness. If he succeeds, he will probably be> 
made sensible of his folly, by the precipi- 
tancy of his fall. 

You may imagine in what manner this 
young man is imposed upon by his people, 
when I .tell you, that they have actually 
made him believe that the present Gover- 
nor-General is not without enemies, even 
in the Supreme Council ! Was ever any 
thing more absurd, than to imagine that 
men, who could possibly have no other 
motive for visiting these regions, than to 
promote their country's glory, and the 
happiness of mankind, slK>uld yet become 
enemies to him who has so eminently con- 
tributed to both ? Ridiculous idea ! What 
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is it but to imagine, that from the base 
motives of personal enmity y envy of supe- 
rior talents J or jealousy of superior power y 
these men would prefer the ruin of a rival 
to the g^o^y and preservation of an em- 
pire ! How unworthy of the character of 
Englishmen! 

I was much rejoiced at the arrival of my 
two English friends, whose chief motive 
for visiting Benares at this time, was to 
inspect and examine the astronomical ap- 
paratus still extant in the Tower of the 
Stars. Both these gentlemen were deeply 
learned in this divine science. The stu- 
pendous engines, constructed by the inge- 
nuity of our ancestors for measuring the 
expanse of heaven, and tracing through 
its trackless arch the path of its illustrious 
inhabitants, filled their minds with asto- 
nishment. Alas ! that these evidences^ of 
the wisdom of our fathers, should now 
serve to mark the degeneracy of their 
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children ! That science, which exalts the 
soul to heaven, which enables it to peruse 
that book of wisdom, where the Supreme- 
hath written his attributes in the most 
legible characters ; even in the golden orbs 
whose distant glories delight the eye of 
ignorance. That science, so familiar to 
our fathers, is now almost lost to their 
unenlightened sons. But as the splendid 
luminary of the sky, when apparently ex- 
tinguished in darkness, continues still to 
pursue his course, illuminating with his 
brightness the various inhabitants of the 
earth; so doth the Goddess of Science 
pursue her radiant journey ; and when we 
vainly imagine she is gone for ever, if 
we open the eyes of our understanding, 
we shall see her beaming with redoubled 
lustre on the children of another hemi- 
sphe];6. These strangers could, at one 
glance, comprehend the use of those in- 
struments, which the Pundits who attend- 
ed us could not explain; and I soon found 
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that the knowledge imparted to us upon- 
this subject, by our reverend teacher, was 
but Ignorance, compared to their superior 
attainments. Need we farther proof that 
the spirit of Brahma is not confined to any 
particular region, but extendeth over hii» 
great creation ? 

In the conviction of this truth, I have 
determined to devote some months to the 
cultivation of a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with those, who are so well qualified 
to impart the light of knowledge to my 
mind. 

I have now fulfilled the purpose o€ my 
journey toj;Benares, but have no pleasure 
in the thoughts of returning to Almora. 
Alas ! wherefore should I return ? The 
lamp of love is extinguished in my dwell- 
ing, and darkness rests upon my pleasant 
bowers* To my friend, and to my sister, 
I can, with confidence, entrust the only 
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treasure that interests my heart Yes, Za- 
marcanda, I know that thou wilt watch 
with a mother's care over the helpless in- 
fancy of my child May the Gods of our 
nation reward thy tenderness ! 

What can I say more ! 



VOL. I. 
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LETTER X. 
From the Same, to the Same. 

r 

"Whose happiness/' saith the wise in- 
structor, *^ is equal to that of the man who 
hath a friend to live withj a friend to con- 
verse with, and a friend to embrace ;" and 
such happiness it is now my destiny to 
enjoy. Behold me at Calcutta, under the 
same roof with the gentle Saib, who was 
the chosen friend of the ever-lamented 
Percy ! 

« 

Once more embarking on the bosom of 
the beneficent Ganga, I was conducted by 
the gentle Goddess to Patna, where the 
first person that met my arrival was no 
other than Captain Grey himself. He 
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instantly recognized me, apd received me 
with the spontaneous glow of cordial aiTec* 
tion. The few days that I remained there, 
were chiefly occupied in viewing that an* 
cient city^ which the residence of the Eng-* 
lish has recalled to the vigour of life. No- 
thing has more forcibly struck my mind, 
in the whole course of my journey, than 
the amazing contrast, in point of fertility 
and cultivation, between the territories of 
the Christian and Mussulman Lords of 
Hindoostan. In the Mussulman districts, 
we behold ruined villages, where, instead 
of the cheerful noise of the mechanic, or 
the mingled hum of light-hearted loqua- 
city, universal silence reigns ; nor, in some 
once populous districts, does any human 
figure meet the eye, save that of some 
solitary Bramin, who, absorbed in con- 
templation, forsakes the haunts of men. 

The chief stations of the English, on 
the contrary, may easily be traced by the 
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flcmiisliiBg state of the country which 9\ur« 
rounds them : There, the peasant throwf 
the grain into the liberal bosom of the 
earth with cheerfulness ; assured, that hi( 
shall reap the reward of hts toil. Having 
paid his rent, be knows that the remsin*^ 
der will be his own ; nor fears that it will 
be wrested from him by the open violenee 
of the spoiler, or seized by the hard hand of 
rapacious avarice. Even when the hea* 
vens withheld their fructifying diatillationt 
from the thirsty earth, and ghastly famine 
stalked through the provinces around, the 
benignant charity of the English Chiefs 
sustained the lives of thousands : and thou^- 
sands more would have been saved from 
perishing, had their religious principles 
permitted them to accept the proffered 
bounty.* 

* The English reader may perhaps object to the 
account of the Rajah» as beiog very different from that 
tale of horrors* which has been so generally received. 
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. The day after my arrival at Patna, Ca^ 
tain Gref received th^ agreeable news of 
liis having been promoted^ by the Gover* 
nor-General, to a new appointment, which 
demanded his immediate attendance at 
Calcutta, it was with pleasure that I 
accepted his c^liging invitation to accom** 
pany him thither. Several of his friends 
agreed to be of the party. We proceeded 
in Budgerows, furnished with every accom- 
modation that could add pleasure to this 
delightful voyage. 

As the channel of the river enlarged, 
my heart bounded within me at the ex- 
panse of waters which surrounded me. 
** Yet what is this stream, in all its ma- 
jesty/' exclaimed I, " in comparison of 
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Which account comes oeareftt to the truth, those who 
have been eye-witnesses of the scene described, can best 
determine. 
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that mighty ocean, that fathomless abyss, 
which all these Europeans have already 
passed ! " Such is tlie degree of knowledge 
to be acquired in retirement, compared to 
the attainments of those, whose bosoms 
receive the waters of wisdom, flowing 
through the thousand channels of exper 
rience ! 

The novelty of the picturesque and beaur 
tiful scenery, that frequently presented it- 
self to our eyes, produced astonishment 
and delight ; but the uncommon traits of 
character, which I observed in some i>f my 
companions, exhibited a novelty still ^lore 
interesting. As an example, I shall only 
attempt to describe to you a few of those 
features, in the character of one youiig 
officer, from which you may form some 
idea of the many subjects of wonder with 
which a stranger is surrounded when he 
enters into the society of Christians, 
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The first thing that attracted my at^-* 
tention toward this young man, was the 
beauty of his countenance ; but the pre- 
possession was soon done away, by the 
familiarity of his manners, and that in- 
decorous want of resrpect toward his sur 
periors, which gave me inconceivable dis- 
gust. When the senior Chiefs opened 
their ]ips to speak, instead of listening, in 
mute attention, to the words of wisdom 
which proceeded from their mouths, he 
interrupted their discourse with some sally 
of wit^ which not unfrequently presented 
all they had said in so ridiculous a point 
of view, as to excite the laughter of all 
present. Judge how this shocked and 
offended me ! Not a day passed, in which 
he did not perform some wild pranks; in 
these, however, there was such a mixture 
of pleasantry, as to force mirth to get the 
better of anger. On expressiirg to Cap- 
tain Grey my surprise at the lenity with 
which this youn^ man was treated, even 
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hy tboie who t offered from him, he five 
me to understand, that the follies of whiol;i 
I complained were occasioned by a disease, 
called, in their language, Hioii spirits; a 
malady peculiar to the climates of Europe. 
This information quiekly changed my aver** 
sion for the poor youth into compaasiaii; 
but, surely, if this disease be very common 
in those climates, it must be extremely^ 
troublesome : how happy is it, that it ia 
not infectious ! I was very sorry to learn 
that he intended being of our party to 
Calcutta, and avoided, as much as possi-^ 
ble, having any communication with him ; 
but my efforts were vain; bis disorder 
made him so restless, that he never re* 
mained in one part of the fiudgerow for 
ten minutes at one time. 



It would be endless to repeat all the 
fooleries of this youth, during our voyage ; 
I shall only mention the following, which 
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wiU be sufficient to give you an ideiiof 



the effects of ^i^A spirits, 



It was on an evening of unparalleled 
beanty. The air, which had been just rey 
freshed by a North-wester,* breathed sweet 
fragrance ; delightful as the reconciliation 
of friends, when the clouds of resentment 
have been dissipated by the Sun of Truth. 
13ie clear bhie sky saw itself reflected on 
the unruiided bosom of the Queen of Ri- 
vers. On the right hand, the lovely Godr 
dess stretched her majestic waves to such 
a distance, that the prominent and lofty 
banks which formed her western girdle, 
appeared to our view as a black line touch- 
ing the horizon. At less than half a coss 
distance on the left, a richly cultivated 
country smiled upon us, through the va- 
rious openings of a Mango grove ; which 

* A teim ttied ia lodisi for a piuiicQliur spedei of 



208 



frequently intruded upon the verdant slope, 
to kiss the tresses of Ganga. 

We were tempted by the beauty of the 
evening to go dn shore, somewhat .sooner 
than usual : On our landing, innumerable 
flocks of peacocks, lorys, and other inha-r 
bilants of the grove, were in motion, who, 
waving their resplendent plumage in the 
golden rays of the declining sun, gave an. 
additional charm to the graces of this love-* 
ly landscape.* 



* A late writer (Mr Belsham, in his Reign of George 
the Third) in portra^ring the horrid deeds of our coan- 
Irymen in India, and the calamitous state to which that 
countiy was reduced, through their oppressions, thus 
expitssfs himself: f* Striking, indeed, is the contrast ber- 
tween tine sitpatiop of tl^e country a( this period^ and 
that^ which we were told it enjoyed, in the happy times 
of the Mogul Government. The iiingdom of Bengal, 
durbg*a long period of peaceful repose, is described as 
(then) exhibiting the most charming and picturesque, 
scenery, opening into extensive glades, covered withi a 
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' A walk to the next village was proposed, 
and agreed to by all the party, excepting 
on« little fat man, who seemed, upon all 
occasions, to make the study of his own 
ease the principal object of his concern} 
and whose extreme selfishness had given 
frequent disgust, to all his fellpw voyagers. 
.To him young Cooper attached himself, 



fine turf, and . interspersed with woods, JiUed with a 
variety €f birth of bemUiful colours; among others, 
peacocks in abundance, sitting on the vast horieontal 
■ brandies, displayed their dazzling plumes to the sun/ &c. 

The. benevolent reader will be happy to learn from 
the account of the Rajah, confirmed by the views ai a 
late ingenious traveller (Mr Hodges) that the race of 
Ipeacocks has Bot been utterly exterminated by the 
.cruel rapacity of the British Governors of Bengal ! If 
the misrefNresentntions of credulity had been always 
restrained to external objects, their confutation would 
have been an easy task. But who can follow the his- 
torian, who pretends to expose the. secret workings of 
the human mind, and pursues the victim of his prejudice 
even to the throne of God ! Who, qpieakiog of the un- 
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declaring that he could not think of leav- 
ing alone^ in a strange country, so valua* 
ble a gentleman. Pleased at this instance 
of his benevolence^ we commended his 
good nature^ and proceeded on our walk. 

Following the course of the transparent 
Nullah) * on whose banks we had landed^ 



fortimtte death of a man, wfaott aervicet had been an 
MknowMged beneit to his coontrj, eookl piesiiiiie to 
wy, that " though aequitted at the highest human tri- 
-hunal, he couM not acquit himself, or h&ptfmr aequMdl 
€A that far m/ort awful tribunal at which he dreaded to 
offear I ^ History of the Reign of George the Third, 
▼ol. i. page 355. 

Instead of the quotation from Tersius, we wouM 
father conclude such a sentence with te lines of Pope. 
Let not this weak unknowing hand. 

Presume thy bolts to throw. 
Or deal damnation o'er the land 

On each I judge thy foe. » 

* Small streaaw. 



we soon arrived at a small village, most of 
whose peaceful inhabitants we found bu* 
died at their looms, beneath the friendly 
shade of a far spreading banyan. In one 
of the hundred arbours formed by the de- 
scending branches, sat a musician, who 
softly touched the chords of a vena ; to 
the sweet sound of which, the women and 
children were listening with mute atten- 
tion. , 

Our approach presented a new object to 
their curiosity. The music had ceased; 
but was renewed at the request of Captain 
Grey, who entreated we might give no 
interruption, either to their labours^ or 
amusement. 

Mean time the Chief of the village drew 

near, to perform the duties of hospitality. 

A young officer, who saw him advancing, 

. hastily inquired, in English, whether we 

could be supplied with milk from the vil- 
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lage? ** Archa Sahib, tamarrow MuUtik,"* 
replied the villager, making a profound 
reverence. " To-morrow wont do for us; 
friend/' replied the officer, " we can't stay 
here all night" And returning to Captain 
Grey, " we have had a fruitless errand," 
said he, " for the old man here says, we 
can have no milk till to-morrow." 

The poor fellow, who had been greatly 
mortified by the abrupt manner in which 
the gentleman had received his offered 
civilities, now repeated them to Captain 
Grey in the same terms, who laughed very 
heartily at his friend, for suffering the 
casual resemblance between the sound of 
an English and a Bengal word to lead him 
into such a mistake. 

Having received from the village an am- 
ple supply of the articles we wanted, we 

* Is not this your country? — comniaad in it wbat 
you please. ' 
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returned, in search of our friends, followed 
by a train of villagers, loaded with milk, 
eggs, fruit, &c» 

r 

We soon reached the Mango grove, but 
what was our surprise, on entering it, to 
see the poor fat gentleman straining his 
unwieldy limbs to grasp the trunk of a 
large tree, which he was attempting to 
climb, as fast as his untoward bulk would 
permit. Panting for breath, he cast a look 
of despair on young Coopei', who sat perch- 
ing on a bougli of the same tree above ; 
and whose voice we heard from a consider* 
a^)le distance, vehemently urging his cor-^ 
pulent companion to proceed : " But two 
or three feet farther, my dear sir, and you 
will be out of all danger," cried he. The 
poor gentleman made an effort, but slipped 
back to the same situation. " One other 
attempt, for heaven's sake, my dear sir," 
resumed Cooper, " or the tiger will lay 
hold of your pol>r limbs." " Gracious 
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heaven !*" cried the gentlemstn, in agony; 

At these words, he cast a glance around^ 

which was fully descriptive of the horrors 

of his situation. On perceiving us, he 

^houted out, that Cooper had seen a tiger : 

beseeching us, at the same time, to assist 

him, and to take care of ourselves. Cap* 

tain Grey, who immediately apprehended 

some trick of young Cooper, inquired of 

the villagers, whether any tiger had been 

lately seen in the neighboulrhood ? and^ 

being answered in the negative, he pre* 

vailed on the poor gentleman to descend. 

On further investigation, it appeared that 

the young gentleman had been seized with 

a paroxysm of his disease in our absence^ 

and that the story of the tiger had been 

invented by him, in order to throw his 

poor unsuspecting companion into the 

awkward situation in which we found him ; 

and of which he produced, next morning, 

so admirable a drawing, as excited laugh* 

ter in all who saw it : from me, I confess^ 

1 
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itr extorted an unwilling smile. But these 
Europeans do not seem to think the enter- 
tainment, that is purchased at the expence 
of the feelings of another^ is too dearly 

i* 

We arriveil at Calcutta m the nighty mA 
went directly to tiie hoUfte of a; friend bt 
Captain Grey's, where, according to the 
rules of hospitality established m thi4 
place, we were both invited to take ujp 
our abode. 

The Govemor*Geaerftl Is now ki the 
country, and as it is not proper that I 
should appear, till after I have been intro- 
duced to him, I shall have nothing of any 
cionsequenoe to write for some days. 
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It has alurays been my intention to com* 
municate to you a faithful copy of the first 
impression made upon my .mind, by every 
new object presented to it ; but knowing 
the aptitude of ignorance to fall into the 
path of error, I am. not without apprehen- 
sions, that, while I intend to inform, I 
may possibly mislead. This shall not, how- 
ever, deter me from pursuing my plan, but 
qnly render me more careful in. forming 

^y judgment. 

# 

Experience has already taught me, that 
the conclusions, which are formed with 
precipitance, are almost always retracted 
with shame : Thus, for instance, when I 
hear these Christians introducing, in fami* 
Jiar conversation, the name of their AI- 
niighty Creator^ upon the most trifling 
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occasions; nay, , sometimes, as it would ap- 
pear, merely to supply the lack. of matter, 
and. to fill the chasms of. coti versation ; . I 
can scarcely forbear from accusing them 
of impiety. But . a idoment's reflection 
convinces me of the absurdity of suppos- 
ing that they, who boast the light and pri- 
vileges of a divine revelation, can be guilty 
of irreverence to the Supreme ! I therefore 
conclude, that when these Christians pro- 
nounce, with so much ease, that Name, 
which is, held, , by every pious Hindoo, in 
too great reverence to be uttered, except 
upbn the gravest, and most solemn occa- 
sions; and which no faithful Mussulman 
was ever known to pronounce, without a 
pause, it is from a consciousness of their 
own superior piety, which they, doubtless, 
imagine, entitles them to this degree of 
familiarity with their. Maker. 

Another instance of the same kind has 
occurred to me, in an expression much in 
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Me, the meaning of viiieh, Jajk applyii^r.to 
the Dictionary^ I fonwl to be that of $kti 
eternal pumdimem of the naul im hell/ I 
ihiifddered to think, hour often I had heani 
this dreadful doom^prcNiounced by some of 
my feUovsr^^travf Uers, not only on theix emu 
souls, but on that of many of thm bre^ 
thren \ but on more maturely considerii^ 
the matter, I found it more agreeable to 
the precepts of their religion, as well as to 
the dictates of common sense, to conclude, 
that, in my imperfect knowledge of the 
language, the negate had escsq^ed me; 
and thus what sounded in my ears as the 
most dreadful imprecation, was, in xesHst^j 
an ejaculation utl»»red in the spirit mi that 
charity, which teaches to pray for thi^f 
enemies, even in the moment of wmtfa. 
Looking upon it in this profit light, I 
could not but admire the fervor with which 
I last night heard many petitions of this 
kind preferred for the soul of a General 
Officer, who had intaroduced certain regu^ 
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UtkiM into ^e wrvioe^ bjr which these 
geatiamen ecmsAdend tbtoifelves iggriev^ 
edL And I awke no doubt^ that had the 
aoiBaadrerftkaifi of these yofung taajsk b«e& 
ri^offted to hkn, he woidd have had the 
dnrtty to pi^ay for them with aifnilar fer<- 
vency ! 
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^^ A GREAT man/' saith he whose words 
ore ittci^parable in wisdom, ^^ slKmld speak 
kiodly, without meanness; he should be 
valitot) without boasting; he should he 
generous^ shedding his bounty into the dish 
of the worthy ; he should be resolute, but 
not rash.^ This is the character of a great 
man!* And such a one have I this day 
seen. 

* See Hetopddes. 
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It would be in- vain to attempt'desorib^ 
ittg to you my feelings, while i stootal in 
the presence of this truly exalted person-^ 
age.* Of hhn, who, uniting the lofty spirit 
of the renowned Achar, * with the pene*^ 
trating and comprehensive genius of i Us 
still more renowned mimster, has shewn 
himself superior to both, in schemes of 
sound and extensive policy ; as well as in 
that pure and blessed spirit of humanity, 
which has distinguished every act of his 
administration. 

The pious Hindoo, no longer forced to 
submit to laws, that are repugnant to ^e 
spirit of hb faith; no longer judged by 



* 'the Emperor AdKur was the cotemporary of oar 
Queen Elizabeth, and is one of the few monarchs on 
whose character posterity can dwell with feelings of 
respect and admiration. The choice of such a minister 
as the great Abaal Fazel* is a sofficknt proof of his pene- 
tration. Kindred soids naturally discoTer e^ch other. 
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die unballoanred^ ordinances of ostnmgeirs, 
bdioklft, with extatic.gKatitiide, .the holy 
Sbflstar!^ risHig, at'the* comniaiid o£ this 
enlightened Go^^emor, to be oncenioK 
idle standard ^i liis obedt»ce. 

The same bene^'olence^ which has re* 
iitored to our nation the invaluable privi- 
lege of beings tried by ourowuilawsy has 
pn^eeted the extension 'of - the same fa^- 
"^ur -to the. Mahbmmedan inhaUtants of 
HkvdoDstan. Aitianslation of the iHedaya^-t* 
hotih>;into the Persian and English ilan<- 
guf^s, L am . well assured, i& about to take 
place^ and! thos the haughty Mussulman 
will receive, from iChristian magnanimity^ 
a degree of favour and protection, which 
4lie laws of. his Prophet iiev6r taught him 
to bestow ! Surely, one such act is worth a 
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*' fcodc of Oentoo Laws, translated by Mr Halhed. 
' ' t Commentary on the Mu3sulinao Laws, translated 
liy Mr Hamilton. ^ 



thomaadof those jdaid» of teitMBi^ vhMt^ 
fimie M wrkfctti m ieltats of • IHood^ upon 
the fleldft of dnoiatibtti Jwlriv kusMiAf 
that ^' truth being wekgbdA a^nsth thmir 
saiiid A^mawd0pig^ wm ShiM toi be of 
ni<Hre consequence than the thousand eiBer- 

iogsJ' " M '3:'-. '» ' 



At the hcmse of the GoreriKnr-OenemJ^ I 
was intaoducec^ by Captain Gtey^ tkipsinn^ 
nl gentlemen, Axith in tihef cif il^ and anlv- 
tary departments. They u«s<e all cistyenely 
kind and cUigkog to me^ scad appeared t(^ 
he no stvangere to those lawH*of boqiitar 
lity^ of whioh our nation hasf long icons^- 
dered itsdf as the exclusive possessor. 

I was invited by the Governor*G«ncviA 
himself, to a notch, or, as they express i«t, 
a ball; which was to be given in the even- 
ing, in a house appropris^ted to that pur- 
pose* On inquiry, I fwnd that the 
dancers were to be all English; a^eiroim^ 



ld mol 0ppQ(stixm%y of weing any oi 
ftualei 






;I wa&sd.vith in^patieDee for tte hoar 
uracil wa$ jbo take u»to the pltee appomtr 
adi; bbt^ ntither Captain Grey, nor asty 
of his friends, had the same degree of 
curiasity, the greater part of the company 
wme aaselxibled befibre we reached the 
foonii Whcdi. we entered it, ateazement^ 
attd dtiaght, tedk possesaion oi my souL 
it is inqiKkssible to coBvey to yon, by 
wo^^doy any idea of the beautifnl objecto 
that surreiuided me ; but ydu mc^ judge 
of iim fansffiseendent power of theiv obarms^ 
wfa^n: I tell yoii^ that they shone forth 
wttii iwraamble bistre, m spite of the 
^afoimity ef a- dfes%. which appears to 
ha^l3eeb invented by envy, with an in^ 
tention of diBfiguriipg the fairest works of 
mature. These Wvely creatures, to the 
immber of about one bundred, were seated 
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on bencbiB ih the^Eiiropeaii faririon, tad 
smiled, and talked to the gcntleoien/ who 
addressed them with great spirit and Tiva* 
city : but this I did not wom^ at ; as I 
had heeii told by Grey, that they afi^either 
werej mJudbeen Ihtncer$: and, yoa know^ 
women of that professicm. are seldom' att a 
loss for conyersation. 

The great man having eiilawl» * and 
rccrtved the com[^iments of the company 
afiber the manner of his nation^ whk^ coa^ 
sists of very little ceremony; tl^ dancing 
commenced. But judge of myastontsb^ 
ment, when I beheld; the daiicing girisiled 
out^— not by their maaters-*^buA-r-dehafcixig 
meanness ! each by an EagKsh Chief ! Sm^ 
cere as my respect for the GovenioB-Gene^ 
ral certainly is, I could not i^eatnHit my 
indignation at seeing Chiefs^ and mititarf 
Commanders of high rai^ and authority, 
thus puUicly degrading themselves - by 
dancing ior his amusement* How iAcoui- 
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sisient^ tfaouglit I, is the cmdoct of'inw- 
tals ! These men, who plume themselves 
upon their notions of liberty and indepen* 
delict sttfamit, withtnit reluctance^ to an 
hk^gniijf to which the • Ob(i^hs of the 
eaipif ^ who, in the^ days of its greatti^S) 
ftirroMided the royal Musmiid, and pro«- 
strated themselves, to : salute the dust 
wlHch was shaken from the feet of roy^ 
alty,^ would sooner have died than have 
submitted ! Though, on the p^art of the 
KogltshChiefe, it appeared entirely volun- 
tery; yet I thought I could perceive that 
arany of them felt sufficient repugnande to 
ihis^ degrading busmess, which they went 
tfaf okigh wilh that ' sort of heroic apathy 
and iodiffearence, which ydru have 'beheld 
in a d*ii»inal of our nation wh^n about to 
be lunged: Indeed, I never saw* a ^ dance 
so ^ very little amusing. The gestures of 
1^ women were as little graceful as tbdr 
dress: and had it not been for the extreme 
beauty of their countenances,^ I confess, I 



dmild fioon tmrie J90ea tired witfi loolwig 

A geiitknui^ Mdbom I had Mem m*the 
VKnmag, tfld IDQ that his wife wish^ t» 
be ittliediifled to nie. The veqpi^M wffr 
pviaed me; but u I k««w the genttowMt 
to be a peisoiuige of high rtak antd; eh**^ 
racter^ I prepeited to foUow hun. He can* 
ducted me to the ^ppoaite side of tho romtit 
end led me up to the ^roup of Bibbyfl^ 
whom I had mJataheo fbr supemimuaUid 
dancigg girls, but whom I now^ to my ukt 
finite aatomahment, dtsoovef ed to be the 
wires of men of rank and emiaeno^ whose 
vames^ aocoiding to the custom of their 
oountry; /they bore. I cooid not find my^ 
eelf in the presence of these ladies without 
experiencing a considerable degree of. emt 
barrassment : this was by no means, the 

case with them ; like other females, they 

> 

all spoke at itace, and seemed endowed 
with nmch loquacity. They looked at me 



C«7 



with tteady^^^witet^Aoes, tMaify toM idf 
that modest timidity/ which i» the most; 
inestimable gem in female beauty. That 
glare of colouring, which^ at fimt sight, 
caught my aiml in the net of agtonishmentt: 
lost, hy degrees, its power of ehchaJDitmeBt: 
And ad the ntghtingde, ** after havia|p 
viewed with shortlived rapture, the spleiNi 
ddur of the gaudy tulip, retonis with ffe^* 
delight to the contemplation of his belov- 
ed rosis^ so did my soul, in the midst. o€ 
this blaze of western beauty, turn to the 
remembrance of the gentle graces, and en- 
dearing charms of my beloved Prymaveda 1 
The loveliness of eyes, sparkling in beauty, 
may attract our admiration, but the bare 
recollection, of those which beamed: with 
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^ This simile the Rajah seems to have borrowed from* 
the Persian. Of all th<! poetical fiibks df^the East, 
Mneisio lirtqiisiitly dhNfed fa; m the luaipoiitiees of 
the Persiaii miii^ as t^at wbidi suppeaps Ike 4i||^|itii^ 
gak to be violently enameured widi the rose. 



the Mfimeu of tender ailbction^ is yet more 
pfeckHis to the aoul ! 

7 

Lost in these reflections, I became in- 
sensible to the scene around me ; and^ in- 
commoded by the extreme heat of the 
room, I took the first opportunity of de- 
parting. The green horses of Surraya bad 
seen me perform my morning ablutions iA 
the sacred stream, before my friend Grey 
returned from this noctujrnal fes1iva}« . . 
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I KNOW you ^ould deem it an unpar* 
donable neglect, should I say nothing to 
you of the city itself; which, under the 
auspices of hiqi who is the. libera,! patron 
of every useful, and every elegant art, is 
already become worthy of being the capi- 
tal of an empire. 



CalQutta. presents to the eye of a strain 

ger, a sp^tacle, delightful from its nor 

velty» and amusing from the. variety of its 

scenes. This city, which, so short a time 

since as the Subahship of .Cossim Ally 

Cawn, consisted of nothing more . than a 

mean fort, and a few surrounding huts, 

now sees rows 6f ma^ificent palaces, 

adorned by all the beauties of architecture, 

stretching along the banks of this favour* 

^d mouth of the Ganges, to the distance 

of several miles. The extent, and gran* 

deurj of the fortress, has never failed: to 

impress the Asiatic beholder with.. senti* 

ments of awe, and admiration; but all 

the. descriptions we have received tended 

rather^ to give an idea .of its strength, than 

beauty :^ It is prer^ijient, in both: and 

Mrben the ey^. surveys, even but a part of 

this grand apd massy structure,, taking in^ 

at the same glaQce, a view of the elegant 

buildJQgs of the town, separated from each 

other .by gardens, rich in vegetable beauty ; 

1 
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the silver cnf rtat of tb6 rircr, as ifu '^o 
tially seen, gliding between the ftfatpsr of 
eiwiy colour, shape, and naikioo, which 
here wave their various streamers on its 
boamn, it is impossible for imagination to 
coMoeive a sight move charming. Add ia 
diis, the variety to be seen in the streets^ 
where you bdu^d a coocourse of people 
whose cb*ess, oomplexton, rdigion^ and 
OManers, all differ widely fiom each others 
and whose numbers are ao nearly equalled^ 
ilMt it is impoasiUe to say who is the atrah-* 
gtT. All appear ta be at home. Here the 
holy Fakeer, with no other dress thati a 
pieoe of OMslin wrapped found his le^ and 
shrivelled limbs, walks with ftilded arms, 
ruminating on some passage of the holy 
Shaster, and striving, fay penance and mor*^ 
tificationi to facilitate the moment of ab^ 
sorption and unchanging bliss. There the 
turbaned Mussulman, from the top of an 
adjoining minoret, adjures the followers of 
Mahomet to at|;end the hours of devotion 
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in the holy mcmque ; while the stately Ar- 
menian, the money-changing Jew, and the 
no less mowey-Ioving Englishman, mingle 
on the beach; too intent on their affairs 
of traffic, to listen to any voice save that 
lirhidi calfo to the tdmjde of L^ckshmi.''^ 
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£ttv6peaa AmsASy vaiioul in then' for]|^ 
and elegant in their ttrvctiMje, dnwn lijr 
fa6ries. decked m sil^«r*stuiicinl hamesi^ 
glide like meteors along the strwfes 9 poHH 
ing, in tflieir easteeri tibe countiy hacjcoy^f 
^ h^wy loaded camel, imd eveii the mar 
jntic but unwfeidy elqphant^ w^o^ tmiirr 
mg up his gveat prbbosQs, wonders at the 
mi%e and faustte winch suntNmds him. 



* Goddess of Ridies. 






iq fSfneai used cdl oyer Jbidia^ 
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Shaxl IgnoraBce be for ever leading 
me into error? And shall experience never 
be able t» defend me agomst the dangers 
of misconception, and mistake? 2 < this 
mwBtng accompanied Captain Grey into 
the ^country, in an open vehicle, called a 
Buggy, drawti by one horse, which he 
himself drove* It was the first opportu- 
nity we had fbr- conversation/ since the 
Govemor^B notch.; and he ;was anxious to' 
know my opinion of it. " What do you 
think of the ladies," cried he ; " did you 
not think some of them veiy beautiful ?'' I 
answered, '' that as to beauty, I must con- 
fess, I thought the ladies had hut a slender 
share in every respect, iloam bnly excepted, 
compared to that which adorned the danc- 
ing girls ; they, indeed, were beautiful f* 
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" nris tliem I mcMi,** returned he; " you do 
not think Loould expect you to admire the 
old painted witches, to whom intro- 
duced you?'- " 1 could never have thought 
of giving the appellation of ladies to danc- 
ing girls^" returned I gravely. " Dancing 
girls!" repeated he, bursting into a fit of 
laughter; "Why the ladies, whom you saw 
dance, were, many of them*, married ladies 
of . rank and distinction ;. the lovely Mrs 
* I* *, and her still more lovely sister, were 
of. the number." " Is it possible^" cried I, 
^* that men. of rank can basely contami- 
nate, their, honour, !by sufferingi their wives 
and daughters to stoop *to thie degrading 
employment of dancers to the G. G — ?" 
*/.Why," returned Grey, almost suffocated 
with laughter, •^ do you imftgine they 
dance tOi please, him?" " Whom should 
ycru all dance to please, . but him," re- 
joined I, peevishly, a little picqued by 
the esDcess of«his mirth. "Forgive me, 
dear. Zaarmilla," returned my compaiuon. 
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^ I confins nothing couU be toon Mttmd 
than your mi&take : I ceitataljr cmg^t to 
have iBformed you, that dandng fli a fh*^ 
▼ourite. amusenient in Europe ; il Ibmif 
part of the education of bodi Mxe$^ and to 
dance gracefully, is an aocompliiftbmsnt on 
which women are taught to aefc a very 
high value : nor is it without reason that 
it is thus esteemed, for nothkig sets off 
the charms of a fine woman to greatnr 
advantoge. Did yon not femack. ^tsb 
young lady in the blue and silver?" eotif 
tinued he. '^ The elegance of her figure^ 
the gracefulness of all her aiotioni, : the 
animation that si^u-kled in her €yt^ ianil 
the sensibility that glowed in her counte- 
nance. Never did-^'* but here a sudden 
stop was, put to the harangue: In the 
vehemence of his descriptian, my fticnd 
had neglected the management ef llie 
reins; the wheels of the carriage woe 
intercepted by the stump of a idecajMxi 
tree, and the horse, impati^t of the inter- 
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rafrtMii, hegmi to htt, and tear, till the 
)ovQ-pm^^ chiridteer, applying his whip 
to At uafortimate animal, forced hkn to 
niiftke a sudiien spring, which at once extri- 
cated ium • tram oonfineoient, and broke 
the caritage to pieces. We were both 
thrown to a considerable distance, and 
though neither of us received any material 
iigiiry, we were sufficiently bruised to 
make us leinember the Uufy in the blue and 
s9kKf lior some days to come. 
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• It is upon liiose subjects which parti- 
cularly excite my curiosity, that I find 
it most difficult to procure information. 
Captain Grey, who is always willing to 
oblige me, when I call upon him for in- 
iMruction, is naturally of so silent a dispo- 
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silaon, that Lftor to tMuUelmn bya nmih 
tipUcity of .questions. When^ ha^ify^.lic^ 
of his o wn acoorid, • engages in cohvers«tk>n^ 
he appeus to possess a. mind eariehed by 
the ore of knowh^ei acbnied by the gimU' 
of taste» and enlightened by the steady- 
torch of mteUect. 

The war in which . his nation is at pf^ 
sent engi^ed, is a.suli^ect lie seems paiti-^ 
cularly assiduonsi to avoid : for, alas I my 
friend, it must be confessed to thee, that 
these Christians do not always, as I have 
hitherto supposed, carry arms onbf to re- 
dress the wrongs of the injured, to assert 
the cause of the oppressed, or to defend 
themselves from the invaders of their coun- 
try;;— they actually make wax tipon Me 

amiher ! 

« 

I have, in vain^ sought' in thek Shaster 
for some precept that might give a sane* 
tion to this custom, for some incident, in 
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the life :of their great Teaeher^ that might 
aft>r4 < a preo»lent . for human, butchery. 
But, no: Whether I .tuna to* the life and 
eonyersationc^ the.Eomitder, or .to< the pre- 
oepts. and example of his first followera^ 
I fiml but one spiirt-^the spirit of peace, 
of love, the meekness' of charity, and the 
magnanimity of forgiv^tiess. How then, 
comes War, that.scoui^ of n^nkind! 
nurse of guilt ! :and parent of desolation ! 
How.comm it to be pmctised by the pro* 
feasors '^ of a religion, . which . proclaimed 
^^ peace on earthy and good* will toward the 
children of men P' I confess that this ques- 
tion has greatly puzzled me: and I can 
solve it in no other way than by suppos- 
ing, that the Christian Shaster, presented 
me by Percy, is ncft ampiete ; and that an 
additional revelation hath, in after times, 
been afforded to these Christians : in which 
supplement to the Grospels, it is ordained, 
that when a sufficient number of Christian 
men are united together, to form an army, 



dod ore dre««d in a parikMibur colom^ Um. 
ov ftCflf let, or a inxture of both^ tfaejr shdt 
be licensed to conuttit nmf dcr^ at the eoB»- 
itiand, and by the authoritj of their religious 
raperioTB (provided they are in the r0g«lar 
receipt of pay for so dowg); and tliat all 
the slaughter, bloodshed, and devastation 
so committed upon their CkriitittH brHkwtm 
(for whose salvation they believe a ^mour 
to have descended from above, and in vp^iose 
society they hope to live for ever ^in tite 
Kingdom of Heaven) ^lall no \smg/a be 
termed, Murder; but Glory I 



'' By whom was eonstnicted that jewd 
of a word> that monosyllaUe, fnrad P'"^ 

* Hsetopades. ^ 
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Pisnr to YetAmjif fat tbk letteif I }mt^ 

hf il» Jhxik fwdm Bcaarea, and: its^ |^t«t 
wfideihM my sDiftL . > 
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Your apprehensions of the inconvenient 
€es to ikrhich ymi think I must be sub- 
^ted, ammg ihmt Christiansy,are.wit&* 
«M fviindstiiGin. It is tmc^ I meet witil 
aumy things that wenld greatly shock nie^ 
did I not ^ consider, that thiri; variety of 
vamoecB^ as well as of sentiments, which 
IB plcasit^ to the anperiDr. divinities, ought 
not to be (fispleating to. lis ; I> ne!venhelesis^ 
oannot be easily reconciled to that custom 
of devouring the flesh of so many innocent 
Mid unoffending ammals, whose lives at« 
daily sacrificed, in order> to proonre a ahort«> 
lived, and inelegant enjoymient, to the 
vitiated palates 1^ these voAuptuaries. The 
injui^oe done to tktse animals^ is^ ho5kr«^ 
ever, amply revenged, by the qualities of 
the liquors which it is the custom to sWaih 
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low zt the condnsimi of these cniel fieaAs \ 
ttidwhich) when taken in great quantitiesi 
seldom fails to pervert the senses^ and re:* 
duce the reason to a tenifiorary level witfa 
the victims of their gluttony. 

In regard to the ceremonies of the Chris^ 
tian ' religion^ of which y oti want to he 
informed, I am sorry I xrannot satisfy yout 
curiosity* Were I unacquainted with the 
peculiar precepts* of their Shaster, I should 
be surprised at die little ^pearance of 
devotion that is to be observed among 
them ; but, knowing that it is expiessly 
commanded them to ^^ pray in secret," and 
not a(^>ear unto men to fast, my wonder is 
changed into* admiration, at the strictness 
and punctuality with which they adhere to 
the precept i The same seci'ecy is,, indeed, 
enjoined them with regard to their acts of 
charity, but it must be confessed, that, in 
this particular, they are not quite so scru* 
pulous; 
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I yesterday accompanied Captain Grey 
to a hall, called a cofiee-houae^ where it ia 
tbe cttstoni for gentlenten to meet and 
converse on business, or politics. We no 
sooner entered, than I observed the eyeis^ 
of my companion to fix upon a young man 
of about seventeen or eighteen years, wha 
sttt in a corner of the room, apparently 
retiring from observation. Meldncholy and 
dejectioaai were painted on a countenance,, 
which the hand of nature had endowed 
with manly beauty. The meanness of hi» 
attire pioclaimed him to be no favourite 
of Lackshmi, ^ but his air seemed suited 
to a better garb. Captain' Grey took lip 
a printed paper, which lay before him, but 
his eyes were frequently turned toward 
the youth/ and his mind appeared absorbed 
in reflection. A person, at length, entered, 
who addressed, the young manby tbe name 
of Morton. " Morton !" repeated Grey>. 

* The Goddess of Fortune. 
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niiig witk pteasuie^ and hii msmiy t»ute* 
aance aunated bf tlie glow which araia a tt 
1m boKmv ^* Morton/' lepeated he^ ^' was 
tiie name of my fitst friend^ my ivrntigr 
tator; and every fettate teUa me, diat 
youy SIT) mnsk be hb sen.'' ^' The r w t efanA 
Mr MortoD, of ■■ ■■ ■ > ynm my fadier(f' 
tfetumed the young man. ^' Then yon ore 
the son of my old friend," cnad Giey, tak^ 
ing the young man fay tiie haadi, ^^ and yon 
must look on me as a brother ; bnt this is 
no plaoe," continued he^ '* to have all my 
Questions answered ; yon must come home 
with me, and let me hear every particalar 
respecting the situation of your funifyf 
stnd espedatly that of your worthy ftcthar^ 
who, I hope, is yet aKve?* ** Alas ! nof* 
retumed Morton : ^' It plei^ed Heaven to 
take him from us upwards of ten months 
ago." The tear of filial sensibility, which 
trembled in the eye of Morton, appeared 
to be infectious ; my fHend Grey seemed 
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nfiriiid of it; nod Ukkag the ytmxg man by 
the «m» hp imtmily lad bim t^ the houit 
that ia nbw our booie. 

On our arrival tbere^ he.ingagcxl the 
fQinxog irnan to give htm a. recital ,of all 
tiatat, had. befaileu Ju^ ftmilj^^ Binc» the 
fieriod tu which hie had been aoder the 
titittoii of hif father* The rftetion wm$ 

* 
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Hi$ father^ i^ho it seem^ was a priesf; of 
the order of Cunte^ (for ao, at my reqiieat^ 
he wrote the iwford), had, in hb iM ;agc^ 
beea assailed by ifi$eaae, aud afflietod bgr 
poi^rty.;. deal^ at length,; dame ia hk 
lelea^ ai»d sent hhn ito obtatn the reward 
4^ virtue ia the tegian of ftliclty; . 
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Thii yomig man, after, this event, ipio- 
pmed to visit India; bopii^thatmajre* 
gion, which abiee the foiitfidaiito «f the 
world has been pouring out her treasures 
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to eniidi th^ various countries of the 
earth) he might acquire a competence for 
the support of his mother and sisters. 
With the reluctance of a fond parent, 
struggling between the dictates of pru- 
dence, and the yearnings of affection, his 
mother' at length yielded to his entreaty. 
She was the sooner induced to do so, from 
the consideration of the many affluent rela*- 
tions she had in the capital ; all of whom, 
she fondly hoped, would strain every nerve 
to promote the interest of her son. To all 
these affluent relations, she wrote in his be* 
half, requeating from them letters of intro- 
duction to some of the great Chiefs in 
India; and having presented him with 
these harbingers of future fortune, she 
suffered him to depart, loaded with ma- 
ternal blessings. On his arrival at the 
capital, which they call London, he. did 
not fail to visit those relations on whom 
depended his prospects of future felicity. 



£45 



^xiie of them, having been iunder peeti- 
Kar obligations to his father, would, >hc 
doubted not, rejoice in this opportunity of 
discharging their debt of gratitude ; but. it 
unfortunately happened, that he never 
could find any of them at home. 

After repeated disappointments, he wrote 
to each of them> enclosing his mother s 
letters to them; and after many days of 
anxious solicitude, he* received the answers 
of those on whom his hopes had been i>rih* 
cipally placed. ^ They all grieved at not 
having it in their power to serve him : they 
could not but be sorry, extremely soriy, 
that he had set out in the most unlucky 
moment possible ; for one had just procur- 
ed an appointment for the soil of his tay- 
lor,i and could not again trouble his friends 
in power with a similar application. Ano- 
ther had lately made it a point never to 
solicit any thing for any person out of his 
own family. A third had given up, son^ 
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yms ago, all oorrespondeiice with Infia ; 
and a fourth had made a recent vow/aev^r 
to plague his friends with letter^i. of ifltro-i 
ductioQ. Mortified, and diapirited, with 
theae various disap pcantnicsitS; he iraa on 
the point of giTiBg up the pursuit ; wbei^ 
his landlady, who had formerly lived in his 
&th|r 8 parish^ ihfwmed lum, that her 
daughter's husband had a friend, wSio was 
intimately acquainted with a butcher, wh0 
had a vote iii a bormig^, of which one of 
the Dttectors of that Company of Mer^ 
dumts, who hsire heconif the Sovereigns of 
so great d part of India, was the repreaea*^ 
tative : bgr this train of interest she hdpcd 
to do sonlethmg for hinu The ^ooA wd^ 
nan's hdpes, and honest endeairours, were 
not ffuatrnted. Through the Mend of het 
daughter's hushand^ she procured for bini 
an faitroduetion to the skyer of cattle, 
who pirevailed ^ith the Diredtor^ to feTiout 
th^ Curate s son with a fetter of intnoduc" 
to one of the Ehglislv' Chiefii at this 

3 
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place; and, at the same time, gave him an 
order for hia passage in one ci the Com* 
pany's ships. 

His sufferings on the voyage were many, 
but his ardour was invincible. Immedi- 
ately on his arrival at Calcutta, he pre- 
sented the letter, on which was founds 
ed all his future hopes ; but, alas ! what 
was his mortification, on being told, by the 
great man to whom it was addressed, that 
it was only one of a hundred applications 
of the same kind, the twentieth part of 
which it was utterly impossible for him to 
attend to ! 

r 

In a land of strangers, without friends, 
and without bread, too modest to solicit, 
and too proud to bear the harshness of 
repulse, without feeling its indignity, is it 
to be wondered that he was reduced to 
despondency ? 

VOL. I. U 
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It was at this period, in the moment of 
dejection and despair, that he was disco- 
vered by the worthy friend of Percy, in 
whom he has, indeed, found a brother. 

. Thift > incident seeans to have entirely 
banished that silence and reserve, which 
I have hitherto considered as natural to 
the temper of my friend. Roused by the 
ardour of friendship, he exerted, in its 
cause, all his eloquence and activity ; and, 
in two days, procured for the young man 
an appomtment, which will soon enable 
him to return the obligations he owes to 
parental tenderness, with the substantial 
proofs of filial affection. 



I HAVE for some days laboured under 
an indisposition, which has kept me from 
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going abroad. The most mortifying cir- 
cumstance attending my confinement, is 
the deprivation of the pleasure I promis- 
ed myself, in accompanying Grey to the 
houses .of some noble Saibs^ where num- 
bers of Bibbys were assembled. By the 
accounts I received from him, on his return 
from these parties, I could easily perceive^ 
that the remembrance of the bruises we 
received in our fall, had not been able to 
give him any antipathy to the lady in the 
blue and silver. 'As often as he: was disap- 
pointed in his expectations of seeing her 
at any of those feastSj the disappointment 
was visible in his countenance, and he cut 
short all inquiries, by declaring, that the 
visit had been very stupid. But if the 
evening was spent in her presence, hilarity 
smiled in every feature, and joyfulness^ 
beamed from his eyelids. < ■ . 

I longed to see a female, capable of 
making so deep an impression on a mind 
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8o solid ; and as soon as I was able to go 
abroad, I accepted, Mrith eagerness, an in- 
vitation to the house of a friend, where 
she, and many other ladies, were expected 
to spend the evening. Captain Grey had, 
in his impatience, ordered our pallenkeens 
at so early an hour, that we were at his 
friend's house long before any other guest 
appeared. The ladies, at length, came; 
and I recognized the features of several 
whom I had seen at the notch : but me^ 
thought they appeared more modest, as 
well as more beautiful, than when I mis- 
took them for dancing girls ; so much is 
our opinion under the dominion of our 
imagination. I was now esger to listen 
to their discourse, and delighted in the 
expectation of heanng words of wisdom 
proceed from the lips of beauty. Wise 
might be the words they uttered, and 
truly edifying their conversation ; but un- 
happily for me, I was too ignorant of the 



topics thoy ditcuand, to receire mubb be* 
nefit 

Two ladies, who had just anire^ from 
£iiglaii4 engfoaaed the greatest share of 
the diaoDurae : inmiinerable questions were 
fttit to them, which they answered with 
a^eat (fuickneaa and volubility. In the 
course of their conversation, frequent 
mentioii .was made of. public places; by 
which I undecstaad inatitutiona, similar to 
those formerly -established at Atbeni, 
where the renowned Socrates^ Plato, Zeno, 
&c. iaitiatiad their disciplea in the myste- 
ries of wisdom and philqaophy. Whatever 
aixs the seieneies taught ^t thoiie modem 
aeminariet of taste and leaming, the minds 
c^ tbeac^ ladies aeeDaed to have acquired 
the piost lively relish for them ; and the 
n^me of Vesteis *■ (who I take to be one 
of th<^ principal of their instructors) was 

♦ A celebrated Opera Dancer. 
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never itfeationed without the epithet of 
delightful! charming! divine! 

It is not surpming^ that to these fe- 
malesy so well* instructed, ao learned, and 
sedate, should tte entrusted the most im- 
portant concerns of the state. Suchian" 
one's having had un ^air with a certain 
great man, -was frequently m^itioned'; but 
so grtatt wa» the modesty of these ladies, 
that not one of them ever hinted at Imving 
had m affair with any great man herself* 

While I was employed in listening to 
this conversation^ my friend Orey was 
too' much- occupied with the young lady, 
xkrhose charms had captivated his h^trt^ to 
pay attentioii to any other object. In 
icon versing with her,, he seemed inspired 
with unusual eloquence ; and I was happy 
to perceive that the fair maiden appeared 
not insensible to his attention, but smiled 
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ufKML Inm witii fti^l-iike sweetness and 
complacency. -» 






'. I Imw alti^ady observed to y^ii, that no^ 
tibing Mil be more awkward and ungrace* 
filly than the dress of these £smales ; tbdr 
lobesy instead of felling in easy and grace* 
fill fidds around tibieir limbs, are extended 
on huge frames; made of bamboo, or some 
similar nuAerial, and gives to their £gure 
veiy much the slMipe *of a Moor Punky.* 
The . only useful bnuunent they Imrp is a 
Ghoury,t which, instead of being carried 
in the hands of thdr attendants, is stuck 
in the heads of the ladies, where, by the 
contimi^l motion, it is of great utility itt 
driving off the flies, whibh are here much 
more troublesome and offensive than in 
Kuttaher* 

* A country vessel of a peculiar constructkiD, used 
for the couTcyaufse of cotton and other bulky articles* 

t A bunch of ftathers used to drive away the flies* . ^ 



After iMtie tune wm apart in amvcm^ 
tioDy many of the oompany sat down to 
cards: that which Sheermaal ignorantly 
jiraiioimced a ^^da ff war^i^ heing, in 
iwlity, no other than an snmsenientv in^ 
ifcnted by tho Ciiropeans^ as eheas was fay 
our ancestors, for the pastime of the nefa^ 
and idle. Judges then, what decree of 
credit is due to the rquresentatioiis of that 
arrogant Bramn, whan he asserts, that 
maiqr of the females of the West, make 
this pastime the chief business nf their 
fKiitence, sacrifidng to it the duties they 
owe to society, mm wives, as mothers, as 
rational and intciligent creatures. Base 
slanderer! how little dc^ he know of 
the ladies of £ng^d ! 



I HAVE omitted no c^portunity of pro« 
curing from the yousg friend of Captain 
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Chrey, some degree ^ information respect** 
tug the order of the Priesthood, to which 
his father belonged. These Priests, when 
spoken of collectively, are called the 
Church ; and have the precedence of the 
Sovereign, as may be inferred from the 
nsnal mode of expression, Church and 
King. 

, From the c^mversation of Morton and 
his friend, I am convinced that to preserve 
the primitive purity of their religion, is 
the first object of attention to the English 
Government To ascertain the virtues of 
those who are devoted to the sacred func- 
tion, they are destined to undergo trials of 
no common kind Worldly riches aild 
honours are held out, not as rewards to 
virtue, but rather as means of proving the 
degree of pride, venality, hypocrisy, mean- 
ness, &c. of the individuals ; and as they 
are carefully withheld from all, who have 
not given unequivocal proofs of some of 
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these qualifications^ men of modest yirtUi^ 
and rigid integrity^ ran no risk of being 
spoiled by the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world 

By these humble, and lowly men, ^are 
performed all the most sacred and import 
tant duties of their function. These in* 
struct the ignorant, comfort the afBicted, 
visit the sick. It is the prayers of these^ 
which ascend to the throne of the Eter** 
nal; and it is these, likewise, who, from 
their slender store, impart ]?elief to tlnQ 
children of indigence. 

Such were the duties performed by the? 
father of Mr Morton, who, according ta 
Grey, added to the virtues of a ChristiaQi 
priest, the learning of a true philbsopber- 
This excellent man was never molested bv 
the offer of what is called preferment^ but 
was permitted to ^xert his superior talents 
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and virtues, in a state of poverty equal to 
ths^ of the first teachers of Christianity. 

Thus is the purity of the Priesthood 
preserved The least worthy of its mem- 
b«s ^ are provided for in this world ; and 
those, whose labours have been truly bene«- 
ficial to mankind ; who have diffused know- 
ledge, by their writings ; inspired the love 
of virtue, by their precepts ; and taught 
the practice of it, by their example, are 
permitted to look for their reward in the 
world to come ! 



T . 



" Iif this world," says the philosopher, 
" the. wealthy are every one, every where, 
and at all times, powerful. Riches being 
the foundation of preferment, and an intro- 
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duction to th^ favour of the Prince*'** It 
IS likewise, here, a neceisary iutroductiini 
to the favour of the ladies. 

« 

My poor friend Grey retiumed this mom^ 
log from the house which is the residmce 
of his charmer, in a state of indescribable 
agitation. Vexation, displeasure, and dis* 
appointment, were written in such l^ibk 
characters on his countenance, that they 
could neither be concealed, nor mistaken. 
I soon discovered, that his^ uneasiness had 
arisen from that sex, whose fickleness, and 
infidelity, have been the theme of the 
satirists of a thousand generations. 

We are told, by the sages, " that women 
have been at all times inconstant, even 
among the celestials ; and that the secu- 
rity for their virtue, is neith^ a precise 
behaviour, nor a modest countenance, but 

* See Hetopades. 
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depends solely on tl» want of suitors." * 
These are words of gall, flowing from the 
heart of the disappointed ! It was not, 
however, on the fickleness of the sex, 
that my friend poured forth the invectives 
of his wrath ; it was upon their avarice^ 
and ambition. 

Had I given credit to his jassertions, I 
should have considered all the young Bib-, 
bys of Calcutta, as votaries of Lackshmi ;f 
and that, with them, " no man is hand- 
some, none ugly, none virtuous, valiant, 
or wise, but as he is rkhJ^ 

The smiles of the lady in the blue and 
silver, which gladdened the heart of my 
friend, were not bestowed upon him, but 
upon the fortune, which, by the mischiev- 
ous folly of young Cooper, she was led to 

* See Hetopades. 

t The Goddess of Riches. 
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imagine he possessed. Channed by her 
affability, and misled by the complacency 
with which she received his attentions, 
my friend assured himself of having a place 
in her heart. His fortune is not large, but 
he ims^ined it sufficient to preclude every 
inconvenience; and indulged himself in 
forming the most enchanting picture of 
domestic felicity. He went out this morn- 
ing, with an intention of ipi^arting his 
scheme of happiness to her on whose ap- 
probation it was to depend. He was cha- 
grined, at hearing she was not at home ; 
but was met at the gate, by the master of 
the house, who is brother-in-law to the 
lady, and who politely entreated him to 
return. How great was his surprise, on 
entering the apartment to which he was 
led by the gentleman, to see the fair object 
•of his passion seated beside a rich civilian, 
to whom fortune has made amends for the 
sparing boons of nature; and on whom., 
the young Bibby smiled with the sweetest 
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c(unpkcency. Poor Grey, stunned by this 
appearance, was yet more embarrassed by 
the distant coldness with which she re* 
turned his salutations* He did not long 
remain in a situation so cruelly mortifying, 
but, casting a look of contempt on his 
mistress, hastily withdrew. 

He was met, in the anti-chamber, by 
young Cooper, who, reading in the coun* 
tenance of the rejected lover all that had 
passed, burst into a loud laugh. " So, she 
has discovered the trick," cried he ; "I 
could lay a hundred guineas, by the wo- 
fill length of your countenance, that she 
has found us out." Grey, who was in no 
humour to be trifled with, quickly put an 
end to his mirth, and forced from him an 
e;Kplanation of the circumstances to- which 
he alluded. Cooper confessed to him, that 
the very evening on which the lady was 
first introduced to his acquaintance, he 
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had mentioned him to her, as the worthy 
possessor of mamf lacks. 

Piqued at being thus made the dupe of 
the mischievous trick of a boy, and the 
scorn of an ambitious woman, he rails at 
the whole sex, without considering, that 
disappointment is, most frequently, the 
" fruit of the tree of our 0¥m planting.*^ 
He knew not the character of this damwl 
— but she was beautiful; and he assured 
himself, it must be excellent ! He knew 
not from whom her mind had received the 
light of instruction — but she danced graoe** 
fully ; and he gave her credit for every 
accomplishment. She smiled upon him — 
and was it possible to doubt her discern* 
ment? The qualities, which alone consti- 
tute the affectionate wife, the faithful 
friend, the .tender mother, were the spon- 
taneous offspring of his own impassioned 
fancy. Born of error, how could tl^y be 
expected to live to maturity ? 

2 
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This aiFair has given me much pain, ' on 
account of the wound it has inflicted on 
the feelings of my friend ; and, for my 
own part, I grieve to find that these lovely 
females of England, are not totally free 
from imperfection. 

Having just had notice of an opportu- 
nity of dispatching this packet, I hastily 
bring it to a conclusion. 

- May the errors of others teach, us wis- 
dom ; and, while, the waters of experience 
flow through our hearts, may they fructify, 
arid enrich the soil ! The blessing of thy 
ikther rest upon thee. 

What can I say more? 
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LETTER XI. 



From the Same to the Same. 

Since I last held the twd that ia dedt* 
cated to friendship, my soul has been toss- 
ed in the whirlwind of conflicting passions. 
My desires have been at variance with each 
other. Friendship callt me to Alitior% 
while the insatiable thirst of curiosity, the 
love of knowledge, and of nonrity, tdl 
unite in prompting me to the hazardous 
undertaking of an European voyage. 

Full of dangers and of difficulties as this 
step may appear to you, no obstacle pre- 
sents itself to my view, half so formidable 
as thy disapprobation. But why should 
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• ^Vttef^ce of opinion, between men of 
sound principles, cause a breach of friend* 
«hip? ^^ The stalk t^tke Lotus may be broken, 
0t$d the fibres remain connected:'' and are 
Mt the fibres of affection, that unite otir 
hearts, of a still stronger texture ? 

Let not the length of the voyage, or the 
consideration of its dangeti, give any un- 
eaisintss to the breast of my friend; for 
^^ what is too great a load for those who 
have strength? What is distance, to the 
indefatigable ? What is a foreign country, 
to those who have science? Who is a 
stranger, to those who have the habit of 
peaking kindly ? " * 

Every thing I have seen, every thing I 
h^ve heard, since I have been in this place, 
has tended to create doubt, and aggravate 
curiosity. My opinion of the morals and 

* See HetofMdes, psge 93. 
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manners of Christians^ .formed upcnaf'ihe 
precepts contained in their Shastfer, has 
been frequently staggered by the obsei^va* 
tion of practices, inconsistent with its sim^ 
pUcity ; and the knowledge of actions, * ip* 

reconcilable to the tenor of its precepts. 

« 

« 

It is true, these instances are Hot Uni- 
versal ; and thft by far the greater nuhibei^ 
of those with whom I converse, are men. 
who, though they have not the word»* of 
their Shaster often in their moutiis, se^n 
to have imbibed a part of its^ spirit in their 
hearts. Indeed, the extreme delicacy ob^ 
served by the Christians of this place, in 
regard to the expression of religious senti- 
ment, is so universal, that I do not wonder 
that to such a superficial observer as Shfeer- 
maal, it should have 'appeared doubtibi 
whether they really had any religion at all 

This amiable modesty, which, no doubt, 
originates in that respect for the opinions 
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of their Mussulman and Hindoo fViends; 
irhich renders them anxious not to hurt 
their feelings by an opposition of scnti-* 
ment, is carried to such a length, * that 
they who generously extol the wisdom of 
Zoroaster, the morality of the Koran, and 
the sublimity of the Veda, make no more 
mention of the energetic eloquence of 
Paul, or the beautiful simplicity of the 
Grospels, than if they were actually igno- 
rant'Of both} 

But to return to the more* immediate 
subject of this letter. I have not deter- 
mined on the important step I am about 
to take, without weighing well all the 
arguments which I thought you could 
adduce against it. 

The loss- of Ca«t', which to you appears 
so formidable, has, I confess, to me lost 
many of its terrors. I have made it the 
endeavour of my life, to act in the manner 
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that to me appeared most coiifonnal>le to 
the wUl of the omnucient Spirit, the eter* 
nal Brahma, and, "^e," saith Krishna, *^ he 
is my setvanty he is dear t0 me, wka ^fras 
frmn enmity; merciful; and exen^t Jnm 
pride and selfiskness : who is^ the same in pom 
and in pleasure ; patient qfxtrongs; content* 
ed; and whose mind isjised on me alone J'* 

Can this Being, whose animatii^kg spirit 
is spread abroad over the whole universe! 
can he behold with displeasure, the attempt 
of any of his creatures, to explore the va- 
ried forms of being which partake of his 
essence ? Doth not this all-pervading, Hfe^ 
giving soul of universal nature, reside in the 
piercing regions of the north, as well as in 
those which are favoured with the smil^ of 
Surraya ? And doth not the knowledge of 
his truth exalt t#ie children of Brahma more 
than the descent of a thousand Avators ? 

* Sse Bliagvst Qettsu 



Letf thtn^ Maandaara rest aflsured, that 
in quitting, for a season, the favoured land 
of Hindoostan, Zaannilla doth no.thbg 
contrary to the spirit of our religion : and 
as for the centres of the bigotted and illi* 
beral^ I regard them not " He,** saith the 
Prince of Goverdhan^ " is my beloved, of 
whom mankind is not afraid, and who is 
not afraid of mankind : who is unsoiicitous 
about events, and to whom praise and 
blame are as one*"* 

But, in truth, from the Bramins I havt 
little to apprehend, I have given orders, 
that the gifts I have so liberally bestowed, 
may be continued ; so that the accusto- 
mary Poojah may be regularly performed 
in my absence: and I have sent them 
t^uch reasons for my departure, as, I make 
no doubt, will perfectly satisfy them. 

* See MdUMbbant 



